
  

 

 

Church goal and accompanying Scripture for 2017 

 

Our church goal for 2017 is to change, adapt and grow into who God is calling us to 
be, realizing this will empower us to think outside the box and challenge the status 

quo. 
 

Scripture:  Isaish 43:19 

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  I will 
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 24 

Carol Hymn Sing 10:20AM 

WORSHIP 10:30am 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

7pm and 11pm 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

December 24th 10:20am 

Lay Leader:                        Craig Baker 



 

Head Usher:                       Everett Langley 

Soloist:                                Debbie Claar 

Advent Candle:                 Aline Beck 

School:                                Deb Raymond-TBA 

Nursery:                              Kristen Watanabe- 

                                              Nicole Flecchia 

Collector:                            Dick Butler 

Coffee Hour:                      Chris Stahlinski 

Bakers:                                Chris-Nancy Todd 

                                              -Susan Eby 

 

Dec, 24th at 10:20am service: Bring the Marys and Josephs! Have your child bring a mom 

and/or a dad who would have been present at Jesus’ birth. 

  

December 24th 7:00pm 

Lay Leader:                        Chris Stahlinski 

Head Usher:                       Deb Glancy 

Ushers:                                Deb Glancy-Volunteers 

Candles:                              Damiani Family 

Readers:                              Chris Stahlinski & Family 

                                               Deb Glancy-Lucy Damiani 

                                               Dave McNeil 

Greeters:                              Jan McSheffrey-volunteer 

Nursery:                               Kristen Watanabe - TBA 

Collector:                             Dick Butler 

  

December 24th 11:00pm 

Communion Prep:          Marge Zamanian 

Lay Leader:                      Debbie Claar 

Head Usher:                     Dave Ierardi 

Ushers:                              Dave-volunteers 

Candles:                            Towle Family 

Greeter:                             Janice Grace-volunteer 

Collector:                          Dick Butler 

 

A Very Merry Christmas!!!! 

  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Tuesday December 19 



 

Not Your Average Joe's Fundraiser 

True North Pastor Hours 4-6p 

Parish Council 7:15p 

Wednesday December 20 

Christmas Luncheon Noon 

Youth Choir 6:15p 

Adult Choir 7:15p 

Thursday December 21 

True North Pastor Hours 9-11a 

Advent Bible Study 7:30p 

Friday December 22 

January Hilltop Herald Newsletter Articles due! 

Sunday December 24 

4th Sunday in Advent 

Carol Hymn Sing 10:20a 

Worship Service 10:30am 

Christmas Eve Services 

7:00p Family Service with Candlelight, carols, music 

11:00p Communion, Candlelight, music 

Monday December 25th 

Merry Christmas! 

 

  

 

 

BIBLE STUDY DURING ADVENT 

 

We are trying something a little different for our next Bible Study during Advent.  We will 

read 1-2 of the Grimm’s Fairy Tales each week, analyze them for Biblical, moral and ethical 

themes and then align these themes with scripture. 

  

There will be no weekly reading to do before each class, but please bring your bible. 

  

We hope you will join us on Thursdays the 21st.  

Meet in the conference room at 7:30pm. 

  

Please see signup sheets a coffee hour or let Chris or Gary know 

if you will be attending at cmlynch51@yahoo.com 

 

 



When my son, nieces and nephews were young, instead of buying 

gifts for each kids the Aunts and Uncles would pull a name and 

give one nice(r) gift to one designated child.  However we had more 

Aunts and Uncles than kids.  So the family decided that extra slot 

would be filled with a charity.  After all the gifts were opened on 

Christmas day Aunty/Uncle would tell everyone about the selected 

organization and why that charity was chosen.  It grew to be a 

wonderful family tradition, and a great teaching moment for the 

little ones. 

 

As I write this last article in the "True Meaning of Christmas" 

series, I'm thinking about the recent survey we took to highlight 

our church members' commitments to various charitable 

organizations and needs. The list was long and varied.  That is 

because while our common link is our commitment to this church 

we each have special interests and priorities that are near and dear 

to our hearts.  Maybe your mother (and thus your family) struggles 

with Alzheimer's -- you are committed to funding research.  Maybe 

you fell in love with the Ice Bucket challenge and are now 

dedicated to providing support to ALS.  Maybe you provide food 

for the local animal shelter.  The possibilities are nearly endless. 

 

So when you think about an alternative to a material gift item, 

consider making a donation to your giftee's favorite charity.  Think 

about your family member's or friend's interest's and priorities.  If 

you really struggle with coming up with an idea, take a peek at the 

Mission's section on our church's website, 

uccburlington.org.  There are several charities there that have 

already been vetted by the Missions Committee.  If you click on the 

organization it will link you directly into that organization's 

website to learn more and/or make a charitable gift.  

 

Of course I would be remiss not to mention the opportunity of 

making a donation to our church on your friend's behalf.  This is a 

well-loved church that does a lot of good in the world and our local 

community.   You can make a designated or undesignated gift.  For 

example you can specify that you want it to go towards music 

programs (designated) or undesignated to be utilized as the church 

needs it. 

 

As we close out our series on alternative gift ideas in the true 

meaning of Christmas, I would like to quote two Christmas 

children stories:  

 



 

From the Dr. Seuss's Grinch, "What if Christmas, ..., doesn't come 

from a store.  What if Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit 

more."  And Santa (ironically) from the children's story, A Sesame 

Street Christmas answer's what that is:  "But the meaning of 

Christmas is not gifts, my boy; it's the impulse to do things that 

bring others joy." 

 

Wishing all my church family the merriest and simplest of 

Christmases, 

Gail Ciano 

  

 

 

 

CHURCH FUNDRAISER  

 

 

 

"NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE'S" 

Present the certificate to your server and the UCC will receive 15% of your total 

purchase* 

every Tuesday during December! 

 

NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE’S 

4 Wayside Road Burlington, MA 

  

Valid: December 19th (TONIGHT) and 26th!  

*Excludes alcohol, Tax and Gratuity! 

  

(Certificate can be found at coffee hour 

OR 

RSVP here and I can send you a copy through email) 

  

 



 

LOWELL TRANSITIONAL HOUSING NEEDS!!! 

The Lowell Transitional Living Center (aka Lowell 

Shelter) is short on travel size toothpaste. 

 

Also needed is gently used winter clothing. Yes, 

gloves, hats, jackets. Remember that it's for homeless 

people, so stuff that's waterproof/very durable would 

probably be best. See the bins outside the church office. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT! 

 

Thank you to all those that helped to make our Christmas Pageant 

and Luncheon a great success! 

Special thanks to Deb Raymond for directing a wonderful pageant! 

 

 

 

WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL HELP! 

CE will be providing signup sheets for nursery and Sunday 

school substitute teachers and assistants.  Please sign up if 

you’re able.  It has proven to be a rewarding experience for 

volunteers and the CE program 

could not continue without it! 

  
 

Attention:  High School, College age & 20 somethings! 

You are large group of High School, College & what I call 20 somethings at our church, So 

I am stating a new Service group. 

  

With your help & participation, we can meet once a month to brainstorm, plan & enact 

Service projects within our church, community & beyond. 

Hopefully you received an email on 11/26/17 describing this. 

  

Knowing some of you are away at college, but will be home for the Christmas break,  our 

1st meeting will be Wed. 12/27 7PM in the conference room at Church. 

Appetizers will be provided 



 

  

Please RSVP to Deb Cell: 857-373-9156 or CEdirector@uccburlington.org 

Deb Raymond, CE Director 

 

 

 

CHILDREN'S TIME DURING ADVENT 

 

Parents: We need your help! 

Each Sunday in Advent, we’d like your children to bring one of their toys to add to our 

manger scene during Children’s Time. The toys will stay there all the way through Christmas, 

so please make sure they don’t bring their favorite toys! They’ll be able to take them home 

after both of our Christmas Eve services. Also, if you could write their name somewhere on 

their toys, that would be great. Here’s the schedule: 

  

Dec, 24th at 10:30am service: Bring the Marys and Josephs! Have your child bring a 

mom and/or a dad who would have been present at Jesus’ birth. 

  

Invite your child to get creative with this, to use their imagination! If you have any questions, 

please speak with Angela (RevWells@UCCBurlington.org) or Deb Raymond 

(angelfoods@msn.com). We can’t wait to celebrate Advent and prepare for Jesus’ birth each 

week with your children. 

 

 

Keep in touch! 



 

Email: music@uccburlington.org 

Twitter: @uccbmusic 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/burlingtonchoirs 

Google+: Joe Stoddard (music@uccburlington.org). 

  

 

 

SOLAR POWER FOR OUR CHURCH 

  

Work is done!  When you come to church look up and notice 

our new solar panels! 

 

Please let Dave Ierardi (cell 508-692-8684) know if you 

have any questions. 

  

 Team Solar Light of Christ 

Angela Wells, Conrad Fong, Chris Stahlinski, Michael 

Lewis, Dave Ierardi 

  
 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR HOURS! 
Please join Rev. Angela at True North Coffee Shop on 

Tuesdays from 4:00-6:00pm and Thursdays from 9-11am. 

 

No Pastor hours on December 12 and 14 this week. 

 

True North is located at 204 Cambridge St. in Burlington. Occasionally she has to change her 

hours, so please keep an eye on the weekly email for any such changes. But otherwise, you 

can count on her being there during those hours. Please don’t hesitate to stop by! 
 

 

 



 

Elise Surko-with Hospice 

Debbie Claar's singing partner Ann-Marie Messbauer, and family on the passing of her dad. 

Anne Stafford's nephew Bill training as security in Jerusalem..keep him safe! 

Wynelle Scenna's brother, on his recent cancer diagnosis 

Ken Leonard 

Conrad Fong 

Janice Grace's dad Ed Scott 

Mark Flecchia and his mom Vivian 

Steve Fennelly 

Ann Onthank 

Marion Braley Freeman 

Bill Livezey's daughter-in-law's sister Susan 

Betty Knowles 

Jessy McNeil's  brother Mel and sister Grace 

Barbara Garland 

Henry Knopp 

Jan Blandino and her great grandson Brandon  

Anne Stafford,  a young friend Amanda and grandson Tyler 

Elizabeth King 

Dorothy Murdoch's granddaughter Meghan and son Bob 

Carol Downing's husband Ron 

Nick Ciano's Mom Jenny 

 Bobbie & Tom's friend John, experimental drug for cancer treatments 

Dot Drinkwater 

Ruth Reddig 

Everett Langley's brother George 

John Heald’s sister Susan & Mom 

Aimee Tredeau's friend Amanda 



 

Ginger Mungillo’s son, Jim 

Fred Garside 

 

And all those effected by the recent hurricanes, fires and violence worldwide! 
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Our mailing address is: 

6 Lexington Street 

Burlington, MA 01803 

781-272-4547 

website: http://uccburlington.org 

Pastor: revwells@uccburlington.org 

church office: uccburlington@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 


