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During this Lenten season, we have been exploring the theme of Cultivating and
Letting Go. Karen Ciardi has led us through beautiful meditations on Sunday morning. We
have looked at stories of Jesus’ ministry and reflected upon what he had to cultivate and let
go of. You are receiving weekly emails with poetry about cultivating and letting go. We are
about half-way though Lent, so now is a good time to do an internal check-in. Is there anything that you committed to cultivating or letting go of during this season? Did you commit
to the Green Team’s plastic bag ban? How is it going? Have you stuck with it? Or was it like
a New Year’s resolution that you let go of after a few days? When it comes to following
God, it’s not like a fad diet or a resolution, there’s no judgment for not following through
with an intention you set for yourself. Maybe you got distracted or busy or just forgot about
it. Maybe you never committed to cultivating or letting go of anything. The good news is
you can start a new habit, or pick up a lapsed one, at any time. Maybe you committed to
something and you found that it wasn’t life-giving for you, that’s okay too. Let it go and try
something else.
I’ll confess that I gave up sugar for Lent (and I have quite the sweet tooth). I
thought it would have a big impact on my energy and my discipline. It hasn’t. I haven’t really missed sugar. It doesn’t feel like much of a sacrifice. I have also committed to not using
any plastic bags in Lent and that’s going much better. I haven’t taken one from any stores.
To tell you the truth, I thought that not eating sugar would have more of a personal effect
on me than not using plastic bags. After all, I have been trying to avoid using plastic bags
for a while. Well, boy was I wrong. It turns out that shopping with our new church bags
opened up a wonderful and unexpected connection with a woman working at the grocery
store. She looked at my bags and said, “Hey, I used to go to that church as a kid!” She told
me about how the church seemed so big and cavernous at the time and she thought the
upstairs of the sanctuary was really scary. She then said she went back as an adult and
found that it’s actually not a very big building. We continued our conversation, I told her
that I was the pastor and that we’d love to have her come back sometime, and that the
upstairs of the sanctuary really isn’t that scary. She said she’s actually been talking with
her sister about coming to visit some Sunday. I encouraged her again. Hopefully we’ll see
her in the future.
Cultivating and letting go isn’t something so disciplined that we have to start it
at the beginning of Lent and wrap it up at Easter. That’s not how our lives of faith work.
Hopefully, if we are in touch with God and ourselves, we are constantly in the process of
nurturing those things in our lives which we need, and pruning those things which are
hurtful, or painful, or simply not life-giving. Wherever you are at this mid-way point in
our season, I hope you do pursue the behaviors and practices which are the best for you.
If this means sticking with what you’ve been doing, that’s great. If it means starting a
commitment to something, that’s great. If it means letting go of something you promised
yourself because it’s not turning out as you expected, that’s okay too. I’ll tell you, I am more
committed than before to consistently using my reusable grocery bags with the church logo
on them. Who knows what other connections I will make. If you have purchased your own,
I encourage you to do the same. The Green Team will be selling them every Sunday after
church through Easter.
Blessings and peace to you on your continued journey of cultivating and letting go.
Rev. Angela Wells-Bean
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Palm Sunday
April 14 at 10:15am (15 minutes earlier)
Everyone is encouraged to gather next door in Sewall Hall at 10:15am. We will all process into the
sanctuary while singing and waving our palms! This year, we’ll also have handheld percussion
instruments for anyone to use, so we can dance and make music during the processional!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Maundy Thursday Service
April 18 @ 7:00pm
Please join us for a traditional Maundy Thursday Service in the sanctuary. We will hear the story
of Jesus’ last days on Earth. Candles will be given out at the start of the service. After receiving
Communion by intinction, we will form a circle and extinguish our candles one at a time until we are
in darkness, symbolizing Christ’s light going out for three days. This is a solemn service for older
teens and adults.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Good Friday Quiet Meditation
April 19 3-6pm
Please come sit in the sanctuary between 3-6pm for quiet meditation. We will provide meditation
resources and an opportunity to light a candle in memory of someone, in solidarity with Jesus, or as
a symbol of something you are hoping to release from within before Easter.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Easter Sunrise Service
April 21 at 6:00am
Come and join us in celebrating Christ’s resurrection. It is sure to be a wonderful and inspiring
Communion service. We will gather across Bedford Street, at the top of Simonds Park, for the service.
You can park at the church and walk over or park in the Simonds Park lot. Dress warmly! Donuts, hot
chocolate and coffee provided by Deb Glancy and Donna Ferro will be served immediately after the
service!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Easter Egg Hunt @ 9:45am
There will be an Easter egg hunt for children. This is provided by our Christian Education
Committee. Light refreshments will be provided before our Easter Worship Service at 10:15am.
We will begin our Easter Worship Service with music and decorating of the LARGE cross.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Easter Festival Service
Music - Cross decorating begins @ 10:15am
Worship Service with Communion begins @10:30am
Join us from 10:15-10:30am as we decorate our beautiful floral cross and listen to music from
Joe Stoddard and guest musicians. At 10:30am our service will begin and we will celebrate
Communion. All are welcome to join us as we celebrate love’s ultimate triumph over evil.
Coffee and fellowship to follow in Sewall Hall.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday Music
Our Maundy Thursday service will feature music from violinist Lisa Brooke and our Adult Choir. Trumpeters
Tom Palance and Paul Meneghini, our Adult Choir, and our newly-formed Children’s Choir will lead our music
at our principal Easter Sunday service at 10:15 AM. We are still happy to have volunteers to join the Adult
Choir or Children’s Choir to join us in preparation for Maundy Thursday and Easter!
Thank you, Special Musicians!
Thank you to our own Aline Beck for filling in at the organ on the Second Sunday in Lent, as well as to
Sarah Clark and Debbie Claar for providing special music.
April Rehearsals
The Adult Choir will meet every Wednesday in April at 7:15pm. The Children’s Choir will rehearse
every Sunday except for Easter Sunday (April 21st) from 12-12:30pm. We always welcome new singers!
Help Keep the Music Coming! -- Deacons’ Special Music Fund
The Music Committee asks your generosity in making a special Easter donation to the Deacons’ Special
Music Fund. The Deacons’ Special Music Fund enables us to buy extra music for the choirs and to have
guest professional musicians for Ingathering, Christmas Eve, Maundy Thursday, Easter Sunday, and Music
Sunday. Please use the form in this edition of The Hilltop to make your donation. (on page 11)

Keep in touch!
Email: music@uccburlington.org
Twitter: @uccbmusic
Facebook: www.facebook.com/burlingtonchoirs

EASTER PLANTS

TRUE NORTH HOURS
Join Pastor Angela at True North
Coffee Shop here in Burlington.
Come in for coffee and a chat!
Tuesday, April 2nd: 4-6pm
Thursday, April 4th: Cancelled, meeting conflict.
Tuesday, April 9th: 4-6pm
Thursday, April 11th: 9-11am
Tuesday, April 16th: 4-6pm
Thursday, April 18th: Cancelled- Maundy Thursday
Tuesday, April 23rd: 4-6pm
Thursday, April 25th: Cancelled, Angela traveling
Tuesday, April 30th: 4-6pm

If you would like to order Easter Plants to have at
our Easter Morning Worship Service
on April 21st, the form is attached.
Each plant is $10. Let us know who they are in
memory/celebration/honor of and if you are keeping
your plant after the service or donating to someone
who would enjoy it.

Deadline is April 14th!
SABBATICAL GRANT UPDATE

***********************************

Roberta Low, Marcia Rich, Debbie Claar,
Nancy Todd and Pastor Angela have been working
hard on the sabbatical grant! It has many pieces
and has required much research and writing, but
we are almost done. It is due in early April. We are
excited to get it finished and submitted. We will
find out in August if we get the grant (to be used
in 2020). Please think hopeful thoughts or lift up
a prayer or two for us!

DECORATE THE SANCTUARY
APRIL 20th at 9:30am
If you are available on Saturday morning,
April 20th at 9:30am the Deacons will be decorating
the Sanctuary for Easter. We would love to have some
extra hands to pin up butterflies, place envelopes in the
pews, hang banners, etc.
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LORD BARON READING GROUP UPDATE!
The reading group will begin on Tuesday, June 4th
from 3:30-5:00pm and will meet on Tuesdays and
Thursdays through June at this same time. For the
months of July and August, when the children are out
of school, we will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10:00-11:30am. We are also looking for two nice
upholstered chairs to be donated so that adults can sit
in them when reading to the kids.

Since the Annual Meeting, we have been working
behind the scenes on the logistics of the Lord Baron
Reading Group. The apartment manager has been very
helpful and has graciously offered space for us to use.
For those of you who signed up to volunteer, there
will be an info session/training on Sunday, May 5th
at 12:00pm. Please mark your calendars and try
to attend if you want to volunteer. The meeting will
cover a lot of details.

In addition to volunteering, others ways to support
this ministry will be to donate books or snacks. We
will be launching a book drive and we'll have signups
for snack donations. You'll hear more about those
two things in the coming weeks. Please be in touch
with Pastor Angela if you have any questions.

PREACHING COACHING
WORKSHOP REMINDER

WISE FOR MENTAL HEALTH UPDATE
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, April 23rd at
7:00pm. At this meeting we will figure out a
roadmap and determine next steps for where we
want to take this ministry. All are welcome to join
us. Please be in touch with Angela
(RevWells@UCCBurlington.org) if you have any
questions.

The following information is for those people
who have been asked to be part of the preaching
coaching process. This is a reminder that we have
a workshop on Wednesday night, April 10th from
7:00pm-9:00pm. Please mark your calendars!
If you have questions, please speak with Angela.

JERICHO WALK
The next Jericho Walk is on Tuesday, April 16th at 1:00pm. We know that this is Holy
Week. The walks are located the ICE Offices at 1000 District Ave., in Burlington. We’d love
to have you join us, the more bodies we have, the larger our witness is. If you’re unable to
attend, please say a prayer for all the undocumented immigrants who are being treated
inhumanely by our broken system. If you have any questions about the walk, please reach
out to Angela.
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MISSIONS UPDATE!
RED WAGON

ROSIE’S PLACE-BOSTON

As you know, on the last Sunday of the month we
ask for non-perishable donations to help stock the
shelves at our Burlington Pantry. On April 28
please bring to worship:

If you would like to volunteer and ride into
Boston on May 18th see the signup sheet at
coffee hour. That day we will prepare, cook,
serve and cleanup a luncheon for homeless
women at Rosie’s place in Boston.

Snack sized items such as granola bars,
applesauce, cheez-its, peanut butter crackers,
raisins, etc.

For more details you can contact
Jan McSheffrey at afdove@verizon.net

These will also help with food for the Summer
Lunch Program!

CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE
We meet weekly on Wednesday at 1pm in the church conference room. All are welcome to join us
as we work on a variety of projects such as: prayer shawls, prayer squares, items for donating to
local charities, crafts for our Fall Fair and much more. It’s a good place to come for company and
conversation.
Also remember in support of the Church goals for 2019 of improving our environmental foot print we
wish to let you know that we have mesh vegetable bags left over from last year’s Fair. At $2 each they are
inexpensive, washable, handmade and can be used to replace the plastic ones supplied by grocery stores.

GREEN TEAM CHALLENGE
THROUGH LENT
The Green Team is asking you to give up single-use plastic bags.
This will improve your environmental footprint.
Keep Track of how many bags you estimate you do not use during Lent.
On the Sunday after Easter let’s see how many bags we collectively saved!
For the purpose of this challenge we will assume when shopping for
groceries using a reusable bag will save 2 single–use bags. In other stores
you will have to estimate how many bags you have saved.

To help you achieve this Lenten goal, the Green Team will be selling
sturdy reusable plastic bags with the church logo on them starting
early March at coffee hour. They will be $5 each or 3 for $12.
Mesh bags can be ordered online or we will also have some available
for sale for $2 each. See a member of the Green Team to purchase these
when you buy your reusable church bags .
Burlington has passed the “Plastic Bag Ban” and it will be in effect
May 1st. These are good habits to try and implement when you shop
around town and beyond.
5

NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
On March 17th we celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with hats and our own parade.
The students are preparing for Easter with Lent Lessons each week.
EASTER EGG HUNT!
On Easter Sunday, April 21 promptly at 9:45am meet in Sewall Hall for the big Easter Egg Hunt!
All children are invited. An Easter Story will be read and then everyone sets off to find the eggs.
Coffee & snacks will be provided for all.
INTERGENERATIONAL EVENTS
February’s event
The Sunday school group had their overnighter in Sewall Hall. We had a great time having dinner together,
playing games, studying constellations & telling scary stories. Thank you to Kari Lynch & Jessy McNeil for
staying overnight with us & to Chris & Gary Stahlinski for bringing & watching the movie Wall-e with us.
March’s Event
All enjoyed an afternoon jumping for joy at Altitude Trampoline Park in Billerica
UPCOMING INTERGENERATIONAL EVENTS
Intergenerational activities for all ages to attend.
Some activities are broken into age groups and some are all together.

April 28 Sunday after church
Get in shape, Bicycle from Burlington to Lexington mostly on the bike path

May 4 Saturday morning
Earth Day Cleanup at UCC

June 2 right after church
Beach day at Walden Pond: Swim, sun, shade, walking trails. Picnic at the pond provided by CE.
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Jane Raymond
Joe Stoddard's husband Paul
Brian Stahlinski while working in South Korea
Janice and Augie Grace's cousin David
Riley Watkins, friend of the
Tredeau Family
Betty Knowles and friend Janet Hurley
Ron and Erika Downing
Bill Proctor
Jean Bastos
J. Beyers (Relative of Kate)
Lucy and Rollie Damiani's
brother-in-law Vito "Chickie" Bucco
Dave Williamson
Rev. Elizabeth King
Jan Blandino

Aimee Tredeau's friend Amanda
Anne Stafford, her son Bill, grandsons Tyler and Zach
Marion Braley Freeman and her niece Beth
Bobbie Martino
Barbara Garland
Ann Onthank
Jessy McNeil's brother Mel and sister Grace
Henry Knopp
Bobbie & Tom's friends John and Ed
Dot Drinkwater
Ruth Reddig
Everett Langley's brother George
John Heald’s sister Susan & Mom
So much violence here and worldwide
Keep all those people in your prayers!
Spread love and peace!

If any of the people listed above are doing better, please let us know.
The list is long and we are praying some are on the mend
that our prayers have helped!

CONDOLENCES
Our deepest sympathy to the Miles family and friends on the recent passing of dear Joan. Her and her late
husband, Steve, were very active members of our church for many years, before moving to Florida to be near
their grown children.

Our sympathy to Joe Stoddard on the recent passing of his Aunt Arvilla Stoddard. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you and your families.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS!
1
7
9
10
11
12
13
13
13
14
15
19
21
23
24
25
28
30
30

Alan Beck
Brody Bonnell
Kristen Costa
Josephine Samarjian
Janine Towle
Luella Brown
Tina Brierley
Pam Walker
Brad Bond
Josephine Ursino
Donald Walker
Janet Hooper
Shirley Fong
Jaime Cahoon
Oksana Turgiss
Allison Phillips
Kristen Harder
April Hooper
Mark Forbush
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WORSHIP PARTICIPATION SCHEDULE
April 7
10:30am

April 14
10:15am

April 18
7:00pm

April 19
3-6pm
April 21
6:00am
9:45am
10:15am

Communion Prep: Jessy McNeil-Karen Ciardi
Lay Leader:
Sarah Clark
Head Usher:
Mark Flecchia
Ushers:
Mark & volunteers
Greeter:
Barbara Moran
School:
Deb Raymond
Nursery:
Kristen Watanabe-Marcia Rich
Flower Deliverer:
Anna Karwan
Collector:
Wynelle Scenna
Coffee Hour:
Janine Towle & Kay Shute
Bakers:
Janine-Kay-Nancy Todd
PALM SUNDAY SERVICE TO BEGIN IN SEWALL HALL WITH PALMS
Lay Leader:
Marcia Rich
Head Usher:
Dick Butler
Ushers:
Dick and Karen Butler
Conrad Fong-Mark Flecchia
Greeters (3):
Donna Ferro-Deb Glancy-Sally Willard
School:
Deb Raymond
Nursery:
Kristen Watanabe-Sarah Goodrich
Flower Deliverer:
Bill Livezey
Collector:
Carol Downing
Coffee Hour:
Donna Flecchia
Bakers:
Donna-Shirley Fong-Sally Willard
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
Lay Leader:
Lucy Damiani
Head Usher:
Mark Flecchia
2 Ushers:
Deb Glancy-Donna Ferro
2 Candle Lighters: Volunteers
6 Readers:
Deb Glancy-Donna Ferro-Sally Willard
Wynelle Scenna-Michael Lewis-Debbie Claar
Greeter:
Janice Grace
GOOD FRIDAY
Quiet Meditation in the Sanctuary
EASTER SUNDAY
Sunrise Service – coffee & donuts following(Deb Glancy/Donna Ferro)
Easter Egg Hunt and coffee-CE
Communion Prep: Janice Grace-Sally Willard
Lay Leader:
Carol Downing
Head Usher:
Dave McNeil
Ushers:
Dave McNeil-Paul Raymond
Mark and Donna Flecchia
Greeters:
Anne Stafford-Jean Baker
School:
TBD
Nursery:
Kristin-Volunteer needed!
Flower Deliverer:
None
Collector:
Everett Langley
Coffee Hour:
Jan McSheffrey
Bakers:
Bobbie Killiea-Cindy Phillip
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WORSHIP PARTICIPATION SCHEDULE
April 28
10:30am

EARTH DAY
Lay Leader:
Head Usher:
Ushers:

Mark Flecchia
Everett Langley
Everett Langley-John Heald
Lucy Damiani-Kari Lynch
Greeters:
Volunteer
School:
Deb Raymond
Nursery:
Kristin-Paul Raymond
Flower Deliverer:
Bev Maher
Collector:
Dick Butler
Coffee Hour:
Green Team
___________________________________________________________________________
May 5
Communion Prep: Barbara Moran-Kay Shute
10:30am
Lay Leader:
Wynelle Scenna
Head Usher:
Dave Ieradi
Ushers:
Dave Ieradi-Marcia Rich
John Getsinger-Carol Downing
Greeters:
Volunteers
School:
Deb Raymond
Nursery:
Kristin-Mark Flecchia
Flower Deliverer:
Cindy Phillips
Collector:
Deb Raymond
Coffee Hour:
John Heald-Everett Langley
Bakers:
Everett Karen Butler

COFFEE HOUR
COORDINATOR NEEDED

WORSHIP PARTICIPATION
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are in need of ushers to help with Sunday Morning
Worship. On the first Sunday of the month the ushers are
required to serve communion. All other Sundays we need
ushers to help with the offering.
Don’t forget about our Nursery and Sunday school. We
have lots little ones attending and we need help to keep our
church healthy! And don’t forget about coffee hour, where
would we be without coffee and conversation.

We are in need of a new coffee hour coordinator.
Our current coordinator, Janine Towle will be
stepping down this May after two years.
As coordinator you will email the hosts and
bakers monthly to find out their availability
and write up the schedule. You then email it
to Bobbie for the monthly hilltop.
Even if you have never hosted coffee hour, you
can still be the coordinator. Janine will train
you on hosting coffee hour.

For worship volunteers and nursery contact
Donna Flecchia at dmflecc@gmail.com
For Sunday School see the sign up sheet at coffee hour
For Coffee Hour contact Janine Towle at
msjaninetowle@gmail.com

If you are interested and/or have any questions
please contact Janine Towle at 781-272-7679
or msjaninetowle@gmail.com
9

April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Montessori
School
Mon-Fri
8-6pm

1

2

3
1p C4C

4
NO True
North Hours
6:30p SLAA
7:30p Lenten
Book Study

5

6

10
1p C4C
7p Scouts
7p Preaching
Workshop
7:15p Choir

11
9-11a True
North Hours
6:30p SLAA
7:30p Lenten
Book Study

12

13

7-8p
Rental Setup

5-midnight
Private Rental

18
MAUNDY
THURSDAY
NO True
North Hours
6:30p SLAA

19

20

4-6p True
7:30p AA
North Hours
7:30p Trustees 7:15p Deacons

7p Scouts
7:15p Choir

7 LENT
8
10:30a Worship
School-Love
Offering
Noon Youth Choir
7:30p AA

9

14

16

17

1pm
Jericho Walk

1p C4C

15

PRESIDENTS’
PALM SUNDAY
DAY
10:15a Worship
Church Office
School
Closed
Noon Youth Choir
Noon Mission Mtg
6:30p CE Mtg
7:30p AA

4-6p True
North Hours

4-6p True
North Hours
7:15p Parish
Council

7p Scouts
7:15p Choir

3-6p GOOD
FRIDAY
MEDITATION

9:30p Decorate
the Sanctuary
for Easter!

7P Maundy
Thu Service
21
22
EASTER SUNDAY

7:30p AA

23

24

25

4-6p True
North Hours

9:30a Hilltop
Folding

NO True
North Hours

7p WISE
Meeting

1p C4C

6a Sunrise Service
9:45a Egg Hunt
10:15a Worship
Noon Coffee Hour
28
EARTH DAY

10:30a Worship
School-Red
Wagon
Noon Youth Choir
Noon CTC
Bike Ride all Ages

7p Scouts
7:15p Choir

29

30
4-6p True
North Hours

7:30p AA

10

6:30p SLAA

26

27

EASTER PLANT ORDER FORM
Given by: _____________________________________________________________________
In Memory /Celebration of: ________________________________________________
No. of plants: ($10.00 each)

_________________

I wish to keep my plant:

________________

I wish to donate my plant:

________________

I will deliver a plant:

________________

I would like a plant delivered
to a UCC member/friend_____________________________________________________
(Name of Person)
Please return your payment to the church office by April 14.

DEACONS’ SPECIAL MUSIC FUND EASTER DONATION
Name(s)_______________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Amount of Donation:________________ Please make your check payable to UCC Burlington and write
“Deacons’ Special Music Fund” on the memo line.

My donation is (please check one and fill out as appropriate):
____my/our Easter gift to the church’s music ministry
____ in honor of ___________________________
____ in celebration of _______________________
____ in memory of _________________________
____ other (please specify):________________________
THANK YOU!
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UCC
6 Lexington Street
Burlington, MA 01803
Address Service Requested

APRIL/2019
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