United Church of Christ, Congregational
Sunday, January 10th, 2021
Jesus’ Baptism

In the Name of the Father by Johnny Myers

Welcome to worship this morning and thank you for joining us!
We believe that God calls us to love unconditionally, following the example of Jesus Christ. Recognizing that all people are equal in
the sight of God, we seek to be an inclusive and respectful community for persons of every color, age, sexual orientation,
gender, ability and economic means. In our calling to express the love and welcome of Christ, we affirm the dignity and worth
of every person, and declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation. We strive to respond to the needs of our town
and world with practical deeds of love. We welcome individuals and families of every configuration into the full life and ministry of
this church. Join us on our faith journey!

ORDER OF WORSHIP

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRELUDE Second Movement (Andante)
from Piano Sonata No. 16 in C Major (K. 545)
– Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT We are a People of Hope – Thomas
Wayne & Daniel Gordon

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Today we celebrate the baptism of
Jesus of Nazareth. God says:
Look! See my chosen servant,
the One in whom I utterly delight;
People: I have placed my Spirit on him,
he will bring justice to the nations.

Leader: When Jesus was baptized, the
heavens opened up,
and Spirit came down like a dove;
and there was a voice from heaven saying:
People: “This is my dearly loved son,
with whom I am delighted.”
Leader: God, too, delights in each of us. May
our worship reflect God’s cleansing love for
us.
OPENING HYMN: Down By the Jordan
PRAYER OF INVOCATION
O God, we rejoice in your grace, given and
received. We thank you that you claim us,
that you wash us, strengthen us, and
guide us, that you empower us to live a
life worthy of our calling.
On this Sunday as we celebrate Jesus’
baptism, make us as water in a dry and
thirsty world. Establish us to be places of
refreshment. Root us and nurture us in
love, that with all your people, that we
may rightly and justly serve you.
Infuse our worship this morning, that our
lives may overflow in service and love.
Amen.

MORNING PRAYER
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven.
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day, our daily
bread. And forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil for thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
CELEBRATING OUR GIFTS & OFFERINGS
The Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Fugue in C Major
– Johann Pachelbel
Prayer of Dedication
CLOSING HYMN: Creator of the Water
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Danza del “Acha”
– Antonio Martín y Coll

PRAISE RESPONSE
Bring forth the reign of mercy,
bring forth the reign of peace,
bring forth the reign of justice.
Bring forth the city of God!
TIME WITH CHILDREN
SOLO Song Over the Waters – Marty Haugen
Mark Omobono, tenor
SCRIPTURE:

Mark 1: 4-11

SERMON
HYMN:
When John Baptized by Jordan’s River

______________________________________________
Rev. Angela Wells-Bean, Pastor
Joe Stoddard, Jr.-Director of Music
Deb Raymond-Director of Christian Ed
Bobbie Killilea-Administrative Asst.

PRAYER CONCERNS
Jean Williamson loss of husband, Dave
Joe Stoddard, Jr. passing of his sister Amy Garcia
and prayers for his Mom, Lillian
Lynn & Lee Tirrell’s brother-in-law Don-surgery
The Raymond's son Peter, wife Maureen and
children Ella and Jonah
Allen Wright
Marcia Rich's sister-in-law Jennifer
Claire Simas
Marj Zamanian's son-in-law's friend Brendon
Tredeau Family friend Jeremy Watkins
Barbara Moran
Laura Nowell
Gail Ciano
Sue Wisniewski's Dad
Donna Ferro's brother-in-law Artie & Family on
the loss of Artie's Mom
Rev. David Smith
Wynelle Scenna
Scott Carpenter
Joyce Carpenter
Howie & Charlotte Blaney's daughter-in-law
Carey
Pastor Angela's Mom Kim
Kelly Sievert's brother, Geoff
Friend of Aimee Tredeau, Mercedees and her
kids, Malki and Zaire
Mark Flecchia’s mother Vivian
Barbara Leonard
Anne Stafford, son Bill and grandson Zach
Betty and Woody Knowles, their friend Janet
Hurley
Bill Beyer's sister Jane Moberg and friend Frank
Kendra Griep's grandfather
Luella Brown
Jean Bastos
Rev. Elizabeth King
Jan Blandino
Bobbie Martino
Barbara Garland
Jessy McNeil's brother Mel and sister Grace
Henry Knopp
Dot Drinkwater
Ruth Reddig
Everett Langley's brother George
John Heald’s sister Susan & Mom
Jim Mungillo

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Pastor:
Rev. Angela Wells-Bean
Organist:
Joe Stoddard, Jr.
Lay Leader:
Marcia Rich
Music:
Mark Omobono
Sunday School:
Deb Raymond
January 17th Zoom at 10:30am
Pastor:
Rev. Angela Wells-Bean
Organist:
Joe Stoddard, Jr.
Lay Leader:
Laura Nowell
Music:
Debbie Claar
Sunday School:
Deb Raymond
Church Vision Statement,
adopted February 2017:
At the UCC Burlington, we cultivate a
thriving environment, which empowers us
to embody the beloved, diverse community
that Jesus modeled for us, proclaiming that
all are welcome, all are loved. We
celebrate our colonial roots as we change,
adapt and grow into who God is calling us to
be. We respect the sanctity of each person’s
spiritual journey and we are blessed by the
gifts that each person brings to the life of
the church. We join together in faithful
service and advocacy with the ongoing hope
that we can make the world a better, more
just, and peaceful place
for everyone.
2020 Church Goal and Scripture:
Our UCC Burlington church goal for 2020 is
to make an intentional effort to support
each other along our individual faith
journeys. For we know that we each travel
a different path, with different obstacles,
but nobody travels alone. We journey
together, following the calling of our God.
We are reminded of this calling in the book
of Hebrews, “Let us think of ways to
motivate one another to acts of love and
good works.” (10:24)

HATS/SCARVES FOR THE HOMELESS
Looking for something to do this winter? If
you are a knitter or can crochet you could be
creative and make hats or scarves for the
homeless who are serviced by the Lowell
transitional center or for the homeless
veterans. C4C has patterns and yarn if you
need them. They will be in a box outside
Bobbie’s office. Or contact Susan Eby
(mmoosie@hotmail.com). Thanks for your
support of the Missions committee.
MUSIC MINISTRY
Volunteer your talents during Worship!
We would love to add to our roster of
volunteer musicians! Whether you’d like to
share one solo or lead an entire service,
please contact Joe Stoddard at
music@uccburlington.org to share your
time and talent!

DONATING YOUR STIMULUS
A church member recently contacted the
church to tell us that they're going to donate
their stimulus funds to People Helping
People or Rosie's Place, since they have been
minimally impacted by the Coronavirus. This
is a friendly reminder that if you don't need
your stimulus money, there are many
worthwhile organizations who would
greatly appreciate your generosity.

Are you Zoom Meeting Savvy?
If you are interested in being a Zoom host
backup or a rotating cohost, please let Deb
Glancy know (debglancy03@gmail.com).
We’ll provide instruction, coaching, and lots
of support. We are seeking 5-6 people who
would be willing to serve this very important
role. Please consider how your skills can
support this need.
ANTI-RACISM GROUP:
NEW DATE AND TIME!
The Anti-Racism Accountability Group has
moved our meetings to the 4th Wednesday of
the month at 7pm. Our next meeting is on
January 27th at 7pm. We will be partnering
with Burlington Against Racism (BAR) to
take actionable steps to address racial
inequities in our town. Stay tuned for
updates on those meetings. For now, our
next meeting is on January 27th. Everyone is
invited to this group as we work to root
racism out of ourselves and our community.
Please email Pastor Angela if you'd like to
join us and she can send you the Zoom link.
RevWells@UCCBurlington.org
BURLINGTON PANTRY NEEDS
The Pantry is in need of the following items.
Vegetable oil, jelly, canned tomatoes, and
kinds of rice that are central to some cuisines
such as jasmine and basmati!
There is a bin in the parking lot at St. Mark’s
Church where you can easily drop off items.
We thank you for your donations.

Down By the Jordan
LOBE DEN HERREN 14.14.4.7.8
("Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty")
Down by the Jordan, a prophet named John was baptizing,
Preaching a message the people found bold and surprising:
"God will forgive! Show that you'll change how you live!
Surely God's new day is rising!"
There by the river, the crowd came with great expectation:
"Are you God's Chosen One, sent here to rescue our nation?"
"No!" John replied. "He who is mightier than I
Judges and offers salvation."
Jesus, you went to be baptized along with the others,
Taking your place among sinners, God's lost sons and daughters.
Then with great love, God's Spirit came as a dove!
Your work began in those waters.
Here in the Church, we are baptized and filled with God's Spirit.
Freed and forgiven, we're welcomed with joy! Can you hear it?
This is God's sign! This is how God says, "You're mine!"
Let's take the good news and share it!
Biblical References: Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22; John 1:6-8, 14-34
Tune: Erneuerten Gesangbuch, Stralsund, 1665 ("Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty") (MIDI)
Text: Copyright © 2000 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
Copied from Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Upper Room
Books, 2009). Used by permission.

EPIPHANY

When John Baptized by Jordan’s River

WORDS: Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926- )
MUSIC: Louis Bourgeois (ca. 1510-1561), Genevan Psalter, 1551; arr. Jack Schrader (1942- )
Words © 1984 Hope Publishing Company
Music Arr. © 2001 Hope Publishing Company

RENDEZ À DIEU
9.8.9.8.D.

EPIPHANY

Creator Of the Water
LANCASHIRE 7.6.7.6 D ("The Day of Resurrection")
Creator of the water that makes the world so green,
That satisfies the thirsty, and keeps us cool and clean,
We take from your creation this gift we use each day;
You call us now to use it in this most holy way.
As in the time of Noah, the sea engulfed the land,
And through the Red Sea, Moses led Israel 'cross the sand,
And to the Jordan waters, Christ went and was baptized —
Your water has a power: it changes all our lives.
May this your gift of water, long springing from the earth,
Become for all new Christians their fountain of rebirth.
Lord, wash away their sinning, and give them life anew —
Pour out your Spirit on them, that they may follow you.
God, through your gift of water, your family we become;
You take away divisions; in Christ you make us one.
Now send your Spirit on us and give us work to do
That we may share with others the love we have from you.
Biblical References: Genesis 1:9-12; Psalm 107:8-9; Genesis 7; 1 Peter 3:19-20; Exodus 14;
1 Corinthians 10:1-2; Mark 1:9; Titus 3:5; Acts 22:16; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Acts 2:38; Ephesians 2:19;
Galatians 3:28; Romans 8:1-9; 1 John 4:7-21
Tune: Henry Thomas Smart, 1835 ("The Day of Resurrection") (MIDI)
Text: Copyright © 1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
Copied from Gifts of Love: New Hymns for Today's Worship by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
(Geneva Press, 2000). Used by permission.

