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Pastor-al Ed-i-bles… 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Remember Chad and Jeremy’s 1964 album Yesterday’s Gone?   One of its hits was entitled  
A Summer Song, and it offered a nostalgic remembrance of a summer romance.  The lyrics  
compared the ending of such a relationship to dying leaves:  
 

They say that all good things must end someday… 
Autumn leaves must fall, 

But don't you know that it hurts me so 
To say goodbye to you?” 

 

Endings of all kinds may be difficult, but endings of relationships filled with love are  
especially painful.    
 

But, whether it’s a season’s ending or a love’s, it’s always important to be looking forward to 
what lies ahead.   For the future is where our deepest hopes’ fulfillment lie.  And, we, of all 
people, who harbor Easter ought know and practice this outlook.  We’ve quite a story to tell 
and a life to show!    
 

Goodness knows, as we come to a new season, our world needs our “show ‘n tell.”   Not only 
is the earth groaning with symptoms of climate change as it awaits our stewardship of its  
resources; our society is groaning under the manipulation of information and truth by  
political leaders who place personal, self-interest far above the common good.   
 

So, I ask you a question: How shall UCC Burlington Congregational tell and show the Easter 
story?   You’ll have opportunities to consider this question soon - both as we reflect on  
Scripture under this Sunday worship theme: 21st Century Stewardship; it’s About Much More 
than Money and as we gather for conversations sponsored by the Search Committee  charged 
with developing a church profile for distribution to current pastors and Members-in-
Discernment seeking to serve a church.   
 

It’s important you have these conversations about “who you are as a congregation now”  
and “who you sense God is calling you to be as a congregation” so the Search Committee  
can produce an accurate picture for prospective applicants.  Indeed, the quality of your future 
partnership with a new, settled pastor depends on this.  So, I hope, when you’re invited to 
join a conversation or attend an event, you’ll participate.   
 

Above, all, I hope you’ll be open to a new future, no matter how challenging it may feel or  
be.   All good things must end, but as Marianne Williamson writes in Everyday Grace: Having 
Hope, Finding Forgiveness and Making Miracles: “Every ending is a new beginning, and 
through the grace of God, we can always start again.”  And, as John Irving reminds readers in 
The World According to Garp, “You only grow by coming to the end of something and by  
beginning something else.”  
 

Summer is almost over, but Fall is on the horizon!  And, as the beautiful autumn leaves give 
up their lives for the tree, so may you give up some of your “past ways of being here” and 
adapt to the future – for the sake Christ’s continuing church here!   
 

Blessings of Summer and Fall’s Fresh Pentecost Breezes! 
Ed Koonz 
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WELCOME SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 10:30AM 

 

COME AND WORSHIP WITH US AS THE SUMMER SEASON ENDS AND WE ALL COME BACK FROM MANY 

TRAVELS THIS PAST SUMMER.  WORSHIP TIME WILL CHANGE TO 10:30AM BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 4TH 

(LABOR DAY WEEKEND).  ALL ARE WELCOME, ALL ARE LOVED! 

 
 

 

As COVID infection rates continue high, masks will be required for worship services and coffee hour will  
remain beverage-only at least until the topic is discussed again at the September 1st Deacons’ meeting. Like 
many people, the Deacons look forward to the time when such precautions are no longer needed. However, 
in face of frequent reports of infection among church family, friends and local residents, the Deacons believe 
the safeguards are necessary and that under the church constitution, they have an obligation for the care of 
church members and friends. 
 
September will be full of special events. On the 4th, the worship service time returns to 10:30.  The second 
Sunday in September is Welcome Sunday. The Settled Pastor and Director of Music Ministries Search     
Committees will be commissioned during the service. On the 18th, there will be blessing ceremonies for   
the bench given in memory of Dave Williamson and the new handrails on the ramps, which were purchased 
with memorial funds. On September 18th we will have a baptism. The Red Wagon, which collects food for 
People Helping People’s pantry, will return in September on the 25th and will happen on the LAST Sunday 
of every month. 
 
There continues to be an urgent need for greeters, ushers, head ushers, lay leaders, coffee hour hosts and 
nursery helpers. If you can do any of these tasks, even once a month, it would be a huge help to those who 
have been carrying the load for so long in order to provide worship services for all. There are job descrip-
tions for all the tasks. If you have any questions, contact Deb Glancy. If you can lend a hand, sign up online  
at SignUp.com or contact Donna Flecchia. 

SETTLED PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 

The search committee is happy to announce that we have formed and begun meeting this summer.   
We, and Rev. Koonz, are working on updating our church profile. This will provide ministers seeking a  
position an idea of who we are and who we are seeking for a settled pastor.  In order to provide the  
committee with important input, we will be asking the congregation to give their thoughtful answers  
to the following vital, guiding questions:   
 
       -Who Are We?   
       -Who is Our Neighbor? 
       -Who is God Calling Us to Become? 
 
Please join us September 11, 2022; when the search committee will be commissioned during Sunday  
service.  
 
Members of the search committee include: Carol Downing, Sam Flecchia, David Ieradi, Julie Lewis,  
Laura Nowell, Caitlin Spearson, Anna Karwan.(co-chair), Jan Costa (co-chair).  We are assisted by Interim 
Minister Rev. Ed Koonz. 
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A Note from Joe Stoddard 
I’m sorry to say that I resigned my position as Director of Music at UCC Burlington in July in order to accept a  
calling to St. John’s Episcopal Church in Gloucester.  My last Sunday in Burlington will be October 23, 2022.   
 
I sang in the choir at St. John’s twenty years ago, when I first moved to the North Shore.  Many of you know that  
I am an Episcopalian, and I have wanted to become active in an Episcopal church once again.  The opportunity to 
do this presented itself when the music director of St. John’s, who is the same person I sang for back in 2002,  
announced his retirement in June.   
 
I am deeply grateful for the friendships I have made at UCC Burlington and for the tremendous support the  
congregation has shown for the church’s music ministry. Working with all of you these past eleven years has 
been a beautiful blessing.  You have supported not only my work as your music director, but you supported me 
personally through the deaths of my father and two sisters, and you gave me a beautiful celebration for my tenth 
anniversary as your music director. I will always be thankful for your love and support. 
 
As I transition to a new ministry, I will be happy to help connect you with resources to look for a new music  
director. You deserve someone who will appreciate your kindness, enthusiasm, and generosity.   
 
 
Thank you, Special Musicians! 
Thanks so much to all of our summer musicians!  We were blessed with the talents of Hope Calandrelli,  
Debbie Claar, Sarah Clark, John Getsinger, Laura Harder, Precious Kabagahya, Amelia Lewis, Julie Lewis,  
Ann-Marie Messbauer, Chris and Liz Silva and their son, and Lee Tirrell. 

 
 
Choir Rehearsals 
The first Adult Choir rehearsal of the new program year will be on Wednesday, September 7, 2022 
from 7pm to 8:30pm.  We will also rehearse on September 14, 21, and 28.  Please join us! 
 

 
Deacons’ Special Music Fund 
The church is very grateful to the following friends and members of the church who have recently donated to  
the Deacons’ Special Music Fund: 

-Jane and Paul Raymond 
-Joan Zink 
 
 

Keep in touch! 
Email:  music@uccburlington.org 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/burlingtonchoirs 
Instagram:  uccburlingtonchoirs 
Twitter: @uccbmusic 
YouTube:  Joe Stoddard 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

mailto:music@uccburlington.org
http://www.facebook.com/burlingtonchoirs
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POSITION: DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES 

 

United Church of Christ, Congregational 
 
6 Lexington St. 
Burlington, MA 01803 
 
We are seeking a person with passion about the role of music in worship, who has a sense of humor, an 
affable personality, and significant musical talent working with adult and children’s choirs to succeed our 
Director of Music Ministries of 11 years. You must also be skilled on the organ and piano. 
 
We are an Open and Affirming congregation with a stable foundation on the same site since 1732. We 
have a pipe/digital combination organ by Rodgers, installed new in 2001, which has 6 ranks and 32 stops. 
There are 18 members in our energetic and active adult choir, and we would like to start up our children’s 
choir again. 
 
We are also currently seeking a settled pastor. 
 
We offer a compensation package based on experience and training with a starting salary range of  
$21-23K. This is a salaried position available November 1, averaging 10-15 hours a week. A CORI check  
is required. 
 
To apply, please email your resume to the Director of Music Ministries Search Committee chairperson 
at marmlsuri@gmail.com. Review of resumes will begin in mid-September. 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
Worship music is one of the responsibilities of the Board of Deacons. At the August Deacons’ meeting,  
Marcia Rich volunteered to recruit members for the Music Director Search Committee to identify a  
successor to Joe Stoddard, whose last day is October 23rd. 
 
On August 16, Parish Council approved Aline Beck, Karen Calandrelli, John Getsinger, Marcia Rich and  
Joan Zink as committee members. The group met on August 20th, chose Marcia Rich as Chairperson and 
John Getsinger as secretary, and then began reviewing the many documents shared with them by Debbie 
Claar, chairperson of the 2011 committee which chose Joe. The committee’s first tasks are to review the 
responsibilities of the Director of Music Ministries as outlined in the position’s contract, update the  
position posting accordingly and get it posted on appropriate websites. These steps should be completed 
in very early September. 
 
The posting for this position is listed below.  Please share it with anyone you know who might be  
interested. 

mailto:marmlsuri@gmail.com
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CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE 
C4C  

Our crafters have kept busy this summer making and 
sewing together prayer shawls. If you know someone 
who could use the support of the Church through a 
prayer shawl please let Bobbie or Susan Eby know.  
 
There is a Baptism in September and during the service 
the family will be presented with a special blanket  
the crafters have also made. We have been meeting  
on Thursday afternoons out of doors as often as the 
temperature has allowed.  
 
Call Susan Eby on Wednesday to see where the weekly 
gatherings will be held. Currently we are also knitting 
winter hats to be donated in the fall to the veterans,  
the homeless and others in need of a hat.  

PANTRY NEEDS 
 

Our Red Wagon will roll once again beginning 
September. The last Sunday of the month we 
ask folks to bring in items that are needed at 
the Burlington Pantry. Items requested by the 
pantry are: 
 

Cooking oil 
Condiments (ketchup, etc.) 

Coffee, tea, cocoa 
Pancake mix 

Pancake syrup 
Macaroni and cheese  

Toilet paper 
Tissues  

Diapers (sizes 6 & 7) 
Baby wipes 

MISSION NEWS 

During the month of September Missions will be collecting used clothing for adults and children for the  
Wish Project located in North Chelmsford. This clothing must be stain free, with no holes or missing  

buttons etc. and freshly washed. Our desire is to help the recipients of the clothing improve their self-image. 
The clothing you donate should be for the fall and early winter. There is a bin under the coat rack for your 
donations. The front door is locked but if you ring the bell someone will let you in Monday through Thursday. 
We thank the two members of the congregation who are willing to transport the clothing to Chelmsford.  

Did you know there is a Missions Committee bulletin board in the hallway of the interconnect? On it we 
post the letters of thanks and appreciation from various organizations you, through your donations, support. 
Below is part of a letter we recently received. The entire letter is currently on the bulletin board. Make time to 
read a few of these letters.  
 
“On behalf of the Lowell Transition Living Centre (LTLC) and the clients we serve, we are grateful to have  
received the generous gift of $2,503.90 on March 14, 2022. Your support helps us provide housing solutions, 
connections to local support and meals to residents in our community who are currently experiencing  
homelessness. Your gift makes it possible for us to support the most vulnerable adults in our community  
with showers, laundry, and food. …..” 

 
The June Blanket Sunday collection has 
allowed Missions to send a check for 
$804.12 to Church World Service (CWS). 
This money will be used for “When  

difficult times happen, a kind and loving response can 
make all the difference. That’s why the Church World 
Service Blankets program was created—to give a kind, 
loving and tangible response to someone facing a  
difficult time, reminding them that they are not alone….” 
Missions extends a special thank you to all who  
donated. 

Missions - August Financial Report  
The following payments have been made:  
 
$700 to the Metropolitan Boston Association  
$1000 to the SNEUCC  
$500 to Strengthen the Church  
$400 to Special Ops Wounded Warriors  
$804.12 for Blanket Sunday 
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

The next special offering will be on October 16 and will support Neighbors in Need. Their Web site says 
“Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports  
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support 
the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s  
Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and  
direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and  
organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges 
from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special 
consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities….” 
By the end of September there will be special envelopes in the Sanctuary and the Office for your donation. 
You can also send a check to the office made out to UCC Burlington and clearly marked for NIN. You may 
also give digitally using Vanco.  

PUMPKIN PATCH RETURNS! 

Pumpkin Patch will be back this year on the lawn at Saint Marks Church.  
UCC will cover the Patch on Thursday October 5 and 12.  

Karen Butler will be collecting names of volunteers.  

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR ST. JUDE’S RANCH 

Missions will be collecting unsigned Christmas cards this year for Saint Jude’s Ranch. Envelopes are not 
needed but if given will be sent with the card. “For more than 40 years, St. Jude’s Ranch for Children 
has provided a safe, nurturing home and therapeutic residential treatment services to more than 1,000 
children in Nevada and Texas. St. Jude’s Ranch is making a difference by creating new lives with new 
skills for abused, abandoned and neglected children of all races and faiths….” There will be a marked 
box outside Bobbie’s office for the cards. We will collect cards through Nov 1. Missions thanks you for 
your support.  

MISSION NEWS continued... 

http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
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WALK TO END ALZHEIMERS 

(Northeast Area) 
OCTOBER 2, 2022 

ANDOVER, MA 
 

Contact Woody Knowles if you would like to join him and/or make a donation! 

NEED A STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 

The concrete steps in front of the Sanctuary has had a history of repair due to the weather  
deteriorating the concrete. The ice melt is not very friendly to concrete.  
  
Trustees is working on a project to replace the concrete steps with a much more durable material 
(granite).  We have a quote from a vendor and they recommended we have a structural engineer do 
an analysis and provide recommendations on how to support the roof that covers the front steps 
during the construction phase. Does anyone know of a structural engineer that can help us; hopefully 
for free or for a minimal cost?  Please contact any of our Trustees:  Chris Cahoon, Conrad Fong,  
Bill Beyer, or Chris Silva. 

 
Hello Sunday school kids and parents! 
 
This was quite a summer of hot weather and no rain. What did you do from school ending in June until the end 
of the summer? 
 
Think about it. Write down some of your activities. Where did you see God this summer? Bring your thoughts, 
notes and pictures with you for our 1st class September 111h. This will be part of our 1st activities scheduled in 
September. 
 
This is one of my pictures for Sunday school, don’t forget yours! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will meet outside as long as we can into the fall, then move to our regular space downstairs.  
Masks continue to be required in the sanctuary of the church, so from entering the church and staying in  
worship until we leave for  leave for Sunday School, masks up. 
 
 In Sunday school masks are optional. Parents: Please call, text or email if you have concerns with COVID  
Protocols or any other issues to Deb at  Cell: 857-373-9156 or email  cedirector@uccburlington.org 

mailto:cedirector@uccburlington.org
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CONGRATULATIONS  

Roberta Low just became a great-grandmother.  Little Addi Jo arrived mid-July.   
Roberta is very excited. 

HEARTFELT THANKS 

Lynn and Lee send their thanks and gratitude for the outpouring of love and sympathy during 

the recent loss of Lynn’s sister and brother-in-law for many cards, calls, flowers and plants were 
and remain a great source of comfort during this sad time. 

       PRAYER CONCERNS 

Jane Raymond 
Lynn and Lee Tirrell 
Ginger Mungillo’s daughter Cindy Surette and  
Ginger’s son Jim 
Dave McNeil 
Sheila Vitale 
Roberta Low 
Rachel McNeil-New Zealand! 
Joyce Carpenter and niece Cindy Tomlin 
Jean Williamson 
Joe Stoddard's Mom Lillian and  
sister-in-law Joy Stoddard  
Marilyn Langley and friend Mary Chase  
Shirley Garside's daughter Lynn Larsen 
Sally Mansfield's son, Mark  
Anne Stafford 
Tom Killilea and his brother Jim  
Claire Simas 
Alan Wright's cousin Tim 
Barbara Moran 

 
 
Luella Brown 
Kelly Sievert 
Mark Flecchia’s mother Vivian 
Jean Bastos 
Rev. Elizabeth King 
Jan Blandino 
Barbara Garland 
Jessy McNeil's brother Mel and sister Grace 
Henry Knopp 
Everett Langley's brother George 
John Heald’s sister Susan & Mom 
 
So much gun violence!  
Mother Earth! Our Nation! 
The people of Ukraine! 
Our First Responders! Our caregivers! 
Urgent Care workers! 
Military here and abroad! 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS! 
3 Eric Forbush 
7 Dominic Ramirez (Killilea) 
7     Nick Nowell 
7 Wayne Higden 
8 Steve Samarjian 
9 Peter Silva 
16 Katherine Baker 
17 Kate Byers 
 

 
18   Samantha Flecchia 
18 Claire Simas 
24 David Hooper 
25 Conrad Fong 
26 Lucy Damiani 
26 Shirley Garside 
28  Forrest Knowles 
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

September 4 Communion Worship  
Interim Pastor: Rev. Ed. Koonz 
Organist:  Joe Stoddard, Jr. 
Lay Leader:  Chris Stahlinski 
Head Usher:  Volunteer 
Usher:   Woody Knowles 
Greeter:  Jan McSheffrey 
Flowers:   
Collector:  Dick Butler 
Nursery:  Volunteer needed 
Coffee Hour:  Cindy Phillips 
 

September 11 Welcome Sunday Worship 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Ed Koonz 
Organist:  Joe Stoddard, Jr. 
Lay Leader:  Sarah Clark 
Head Usher:  Chris Stahlinski 
Usher:   Jan Costa 
Greeter:  Volunteer needed 
Flowers:  Nancy Davis 
Collector:  Marge Zamanian 
Nursery:  Volunteer needed 
Sunday School: Deb Raymond 
Coffee Hour:   
 

September 18 Worship 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Ed Koonz 
Organist:  Joe Stoddard, Jr. 
Lay Leader:  Marcia Rich 
Head Usher:  Volunteer needed 
Usher:   Carol Downing 
Greeter:  Chris Stahlinski 
Flowers:   
Collector:  Marcia Rich 
Nursery:  Volunteer Needed 
Sunday School: Deb Raymond 
Coffee Hour:  Volunteer needed 
 
 
 
 
 

September 25 Worship 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Ed Koonz 
Organist:  Joe Stoddard, Jr. 
Lay Leader:  Carol Downing 
Head Usher:  Volunteer needed 
Ushers:  Volunteer needed 
Greeter:  Volunteer needed  
Flowers:   
Collector:  Deb Raymond 
Nursery:  Volunteer needed 
Sunday School: Deb Raymond 
Coffee Hour:  Chris Stahlinski 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 
As you can see we are in need of volunteers to 
help fill those spots that help worship run 
smoothly.  If you can volunteer once in a while it 
will allow all those who are volunteering on a 
regular basis to come be part of the congregation 
and enjoy worship from the pews! 
 
Sign up online at SignUp.com or contact Donna 
Flecchia. 
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September 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
1p C4C 
 
 
6:30p Scouts 
7p Deacons 

2 3 
 
Health Fair  
Setup at Noon 
Rental 2-8p 

4 
10:30a 
Communion 
Worship 
Noon Music 
Committee  
Meeting 

5 
LABOR DAY 
 
Church office 
Closed 
 
6:30p AA 
7p Trustees 

6 7 
 
2p Green  
       Team 
 
7p Choir 

8 
 
1p C4C 
 
 
6:30p Scouts 
 
7p PHP Mtg 

9 10 

11 
10:30a 
WELCOME 
SUNDAY 
Worship 
Sunday School 

12 
 
 
 
 
6:30p AA 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
7p Choir 

15 
 
1p C4C 
 
6:30p Scouts 
7p Missions 

16 17 

18 
10:30a 
Worship 
Baptism 

19 
 
 
 
 
6:30p AA 

20 
 
 
 
7p PC Mtg 

21 
OCTOBER 
HILLTOP 
ARTICLES 
ARE DUE! 
 
7p Choir 

22 
 
1p C4C 
 
 
6:30p Scouts 

23 24 

25 
10:30a 
Worship 
Red Wagon 
Pantry Needs 

26 
 
 
 
 
6:30p AA 

27 28 
 
 
7p Choir 

29 
 
1p C4C 
 
6:30p Scouts 

30  

Montessori School  Monday-Friday   8-6pm 
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6 Lexington Street 
Burlington, MA 01803 
Address Service Requested 
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