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 NOVEMBER THOUGHTS FROM OUR INTERIM PASTOR 

 

Dear Church Members and Friends, 

  

OUTSIDE, November is one of my least favorite of months.   Green and colorful 
leaves shrivel, turn brown, and drop to the ground.  (And have to be raked or 
blown and collected!)   Landscapes turn barren, exposing bare branches and 
twigs on trees, shrubs, and plants.  Vast gray skies appear above - and all 
around - our horizons on cloudy days.  And, the first really cold winds often 
blow.  All these elements of November…they “chill me to the bone.”   But, what 
about you?  

  

Yet, in spite of these bone-chilling elements outside, INSIDE my being, it’s a 
different story!  After Halloween’s “trickery and treats” comes Thanksgiving 
with its heart- warming gatherings of family and friends around tables filled 
with food and “good company.”   And, spiritually – especially for those of us 
who are churched - it’s a season of “stewardship,” of considering and counting 
our blessings here on earth in this brief, precious life we share – and, then of 
“giving something back.”    

  

For the blessings of this life, for the securities of faith, freedom, food, clothing 
and shelter, but especially for the love of dear ones now gone, loved ones still 
walking this earth with me, and grandchildren (as well as all children) who 
will inherit this earth after me - for all these joys,  I feel blessed by God and 
give thanks.  How about you? 

  

Indeed, it is experience of - and gratitude for - these blessings of God that   
constitute my Christian faith, prompt my “Christian giving,” and cause me to 
experience the truth in Jesus’ faith teaching remember by Paul, namely that  
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”   But, what about you?   

 

Blessings of Thanksgiving and its Stewardship,  

Ed Koonz 
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INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

Join us on November 21st at 7pm for our annual Interfaith thanksgiving Worship Service.  
This will be held at St. Mark’s Church, Burlington.  All are invited! 

 

After much discussion, it was decided to change from ‘Masks required for worship’ 
to ‘Masks strongly encouraged for worship’ effective October 23. The delay between 

the announcement via email and the implementation was to give people the time to get an additional booster 
and for the booster to take effect.  For people who don’t feel safe in a ‘masks encouraged’ environment, there 
are Zoom, Facebook and YouTube options for viewing the service. 
 
Food at coffee hour will be up to the individual. If someone wants to provide food, they are welcome to do so; 
however, it must be individually wrapped or served with tongs and all leftovers must be taken home or thrown 
away. Food cannot be left at church, including in the refrigerator or freezer. 
 
The 2023 Deacons’ operating budget was discussed and approved going forward in the next step in the budget 
process. Its major categories support worship, music, fellowship, Called to Care, and online worship service 
needs. 
 
The sense of the group was that the Welcome Back celebration on September 11 went well as did the blessing 
of the handrails and Williamson bench on September 25. The return of the red wagon was much enjoyed 
though in need of slightly better organization. 
 
All are invited to help decorate the sanctuary for coming holiday seasons. Join the Deacons on Saturday  
morning, November 5, at 9:30 to lend a hand in preparing for the ingathering and Thanksgiving, and on  
Saturday, November 26, at 9:30 to ready the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas. 
 
The Deacons decided that there will be one family-oriented Christmas Eve service at 4 pm and a regular service 
on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25. 
 
There is still an urgent need for people to help with the nursery, coffee hour, and worship activities.  
The tasks aren’t hard and can be fun. Sign up online or contact Donna Flecchia. Your help would be a blessing! 

The committee is meeting regularly to gather our church’s information to update our Local Church Profile. 
We hope to have this part of the search process completed by January. As part of the search process we 
have asked small groups of people from the congregation to discuss their concerns and wishes for the  
future of our church. If you haven’t already, please sign up for either an “in person” or Zoom group that is 
convenient for you. Thanks to all for contributing and supporting our work! 

SETTLED PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 
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FROM THE MODERATOR’S CORNER 

 

Welcome all to our season of sharing and giving. We have much to be thankful for this season – good 
autumn rain, the colorful shades of leaves, as well as expected holiday visits with friends and family.  
I am especially thankful for our two search committees, whose members are making steady progress. 
 
Our church’s history of giving to the community is long – going back to the days when we provided a 
space for town meetings and, still now, offering space for many community-based activities. We are 
known for participating and giving of our time and energy to a wide array of programs that help make 
Burlington what it is today. 
 
As we move toward Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the New Year, please consider your stewardship of 
our church, only possible with our financial support, time and talents. Your financial support enables 
us to “keep the lights on” and provide for our church and our community activities. Your time and  
talents enable us to bring everyone together to accomplish our mission. 
 
As you think about how you can help our church in the year ahead; consider your many talents and 
how they can help our church and community. We have opportunities to help on an “as needed" basis 
rather than an ongoing or regular basis. You only need to ask to find something that works for you. 
Over the next few weeks, we will be updating the website and highlighting opportunities for sharing 
your talents. 
 

I thank you for reminding me that there is so much good in the world, and that good works are often 
overlooked. My spiritual journey began when I walked in the doors and became engaged with all the 
activities that make our church special for me and our community. As my term as Moderator ends in a 
few months, I look forward to the next phase of my journey with you. 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  
SEARCH COMMITTEE NEWS! 

 
The committee continues its challenging work of  updating postings, revising the contract and  
reviewing resumes. 
 
There are five areas we are looking at to assess a candidate’s qualifications. They are the ability to  
play 1) the organ and 2) the piano; 3) experience in conducting a choir or choral group; 4) the ability 
to work well with children; 5) personality/character/fit with the church. 
 
While we’ve had very few applications, all along we’ve said that all we need is one good candidate.  
One person did very well in the initial Zoom interview, which was followed by a second round  
in-person interview, audition and tour of the facility. The committee again liked what we heard, so 
that person has been invited back to conduct a choir rehearsal, the final step in the vetting process.  
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 ALL SAINTS/SOULS SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 6th DURING WORSHIP 

 
On All Souls Communion Sunday, November 6th, we will be remembering, in prayer, loved ones and 
friends, as well as church members, who have died since last November.  If you would like the name of a 
loved one or friend listed in the bulletin on this Sunday, please let Bobbie know. 

GREEN TEAM  
During this upcoming season of Thanksgiving when we are focused on food, whether it is our own 
Thanksgiving tables or providing for those less fortunate through our participation in the Ingathering, 
the Green Team would like to bring to your attention the issue of food waste. Please be on the watch in 
the Weekly Blast, Sunday bulletin and Green Team bulletin board for Food Waste facts and helpful hints.  
 
Food Waste Fact: Globally we waste about 1.4 billion tons of food every year. Americans discard more 
food than any other country, about 40% of the total food supply compared to Germany which discards 
18% of its food supply.  
 
Things you can do to combat food waste: plan your meals weekly, use what you already have  
in the refrigerator and cupboards. When eating out bring your leftovers home in reusable containers.  
To be on the safe side bring your own containers as many restaurants still use Styrofoam for take home  
containers.  
 
Suggested documentary: “Just Eat It: A Food Waste Movie” found on YouTube. If you Google the movie 
title it will come up on your computer. 
  
The Green team will be hosting an Advent Workshop on November 27th during coffee hour, details 
coming soon.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving from your Green Team!  
 

MISSIONS - OCTOBER 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT  
The following payments will be made:  
$400 Global Leadership Community   
$500 Christmas Fund - Veterans of the Cross (5 for 5 funds) 
$1800 SNEUCC 
$300 Missions Sunday Speaker 
Donations to Neighbors in Need will be forwarded once completed. 

GIFT CARD ORDERING 
 

It’s time for that win-win again! Order gift cards to use yourself or to give as gifts, 
and a percentage comes back to the church at no cost to you! 
 

Check out the RaiseRight.com  website (formerly ShopWithScrip) to find ones with large rebates and  
either place your own order or call or email Nancy Todd. (Nancygtodd@gmail.com, 781-258-9489).  
She’s happy to place your order for you. Leave a check (made out to the church) in the Gift Card Orders 
mailbox. Ordering deadline November 27th. Cards available on December 4th. 

mailto:Nancygtodd@gmail.com
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CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE 
 
C4C will be alternating indoor meetings in Sewal Hall with Zoom 
meetings this winter.  Look for the weekly site in the Blast,  
Sunday Bulletin or contact Susan Eby.  The first meeting in  
November should be via Zoom. Our early winter project is  
knitting warm hats which we will give to City Missions, The  
Disabled Veterans and the Wish Project. We have yarn and 2  
needle patterns if you would like to knit them at home and then 
donate them to us.  

Sugar 
Flour 
Coffee  
Tea 
Cocoa 
Pancake mix 

Pancake syrup 
Cereal 
Oatmeal 
Diapers- sizes 5, 6, 
and 7 
Baby wipes 

MISSIONS UPDATE! 

          RED WAGON NEEDS  
           FOR NOVEMBER 30! 
These needs are always necessary at the 
Burlington Pantry! 

WISH TREE PAJAMA DRIVE 
Advent starts in November and with that the annual Wish Tree collection of pajamas, underwear, 
hats and warm fleeces for distribution to the younger clientele of PHP will take place. The drive 
will start in early November. More details will appear in the November Blasts and Sunday  
Bulletins. Karen Butler will be distributing the cards, with sizes, when they have been given to 
us.  Thank you, Karen.  

MISSION MOMENT 
On October 30 there will be a special Missions moment. Mission will be supporting The First Billerica UCC in 
their capital campaign. The proceeds form this campaign will be used to restore the crumbling foundation of 
their 200 year old building and upgrade the elevator for the handicapped. Jim O’Connor will speak about the 
history of the church and the need for this restoration.  

MISSION NEWS 
Missions thanks you for all of the cards donated for use by St Jude’s Ranch 
and Billerica House of Correction.  We were able to donate over 600 cards. 
 
Last month we were able to send 5 bags of clothing to Wish Project in  
North Chelmsford which will distribute the items to people living in  
northern Middlesex County. We wish to thank Sarah Clark for transporting 
the clothing to the Wish Project. We will continue to collect freshly washed, 
stain - hole free clothing for the Wish Project. The donations may be placed 
in the marked bin in the hall near under the coat rack.  
 
It takes many volunteers to run the Pumpkin Patch.  17 members of the  
congregation spent two or more hours at the Patch on two separate after-
noons. Missions thanks all the volunteers who helped sell many pumpkins. 
The proceeds from the sale of the pumpkins goes to help pay for the food 
PHP distribute in the Thanksgiving food baskets. 
 
The special collection for Neighbors in Need on October 16 has gathered 
$635 to date. Missions thanks everyone who supported the ministry of NIN 
which on their website describes their work as “supporting ministries of 
justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN 
funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry. Two-thirds of this 
offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries.” 

CITY MISSIONS  
COAT DRIVE 

Can you imagine not having a 
warm coat this winter?  City 
Mission does not want that to 
happen to any inner city child. 
They believe that all children 
in Boston deserve to be warm 
and safe each winter. With 
help from generous donors 
like you City Mission ensures 
that all young Bostonians 
have a warm, safe winter 
coat. If you wish to donate a 
new coat, hat, scarf or gloves 
there is a bin outside the  
office for your donation. This 
year the coat drive is being 
organized by Jan McSheffrey. 
Thank you, Jan.  
 
Sizes needed infant to  
XX-Large. 
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Sunday School opened the year with a few outdoor classes before it got cool. The kids did an awesome job  
on a scavenger hunt and then solved the puzzle with all the related items they found! 

                                                                                                                         
                        Jean Williamson’s great grandchildren   Jan, Amelia, Sawyer & Carver 

 
VOLUNTEERISM 

                                                                                           
Liam and Tonia volunteer at the Community Dinner  

 
The 6th grade and older Sunday School members have been invited by Deb to volunteer at the Community  
Dinner at the Presbyterian Church on the last Wednesday of the month. Liam, Tonia, and Deb were there on 
September 28. The organizers were very appreciative of our help.  
 
Deb met with the CE Director at the Presbyterian Church to determine if there are some activities our  
kids/youth could do together. The first activity is, for the next couple of months at least, the UCC kids and  
Presbyterian kids are going to volunteer together at the Community Dinner. We will meet at 4:45pm to setup, 
then have a short activity and eat dinner together. Come on down to meet the Presbyterian kids!   
 
The next dinners are October 26 and November 30.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
October 30 Halloween mini party including a food activity-All Souls day  
November 14 Sunday School hosts coffee hour 
November 30 Community dinner 
 
At this time, masks are optional in the sanctuary of the church and during Sunday School. 
Parents: Please call, text or email if you have concerns with COVID protocols or any other issues.  
Deb Cell: 857-373-9156 cedirector@uccburlington.org 

MUSINGS FROM DEBBIE CLAAR, THE MUSIC COMMITTEE CHAIR 
  

Joe is going to be a tough act to follow.   However, since he put such a solid foundation in place, the choir 
and soloists will be singing through the holidays under the guidance of Aline Beck and yours truly during 
rehearsals and our guest organist Sarah LaFontaine during the Sunday services.  Also, the Director of  
Music Ministries Search Committee has been working diligently on finding Joe’s successor and auditioning 
a candidate as I write this.  This whole process has been a collaborative effort where everyone has put 
their best foot forward.  Music is an essential ministry in this church, and we are making every effort to 
ensure that it continues to be so.  Our gratitude goes out to the Search Committee and of course, the choir 
for their continued loyalty, effort and talents!  Rehearsals will continue on Wednesdays at 7pm. 

CHRISTIAN ED NEWS! 

mailto:cedirector@uccburlington.org
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2022 THANKSGIVING INGATHERING DINNER DISTRIBUTION 

 
Our church is blessed to serve as the collection and distribution point for the Burlington Community  
Thanksgiving dinners to families in need this year. Currently, we are soliciting volunteers and donations,  
advertising and planning for this huge event. 
  
We are having a Town Wide Food Drive on Saturday, November 19 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at United Church of 
Christ, Congregational, 6 Lexington Street.  If you wish to participate, please bring your Thanksgiving donations 
to the church, to be dropped off straight from your car in this drive-through style food drive.  
 
We will, also, collect  donations on Sunday, November 20th during worship in our traditional style.   
  

Food Request List-Please, NO EXPIRED DATES ! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

This is a short list, but we need dozens of each item! 
   
Fresh vegetables (potatoes, squash, carrots, etc.) will be purchased so if you would like to make a monetary  
contribution instead of food, such donations would be welcome. Checks should be made payable to People  
Helping People. These may be mailed to the church office or put in the collection on Ingathering Sunday.  

  
OUR SCHEDULE AT UCC - Mask will be required inside 

Saturday 11/19 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm Town Wide Food Drive 

We will be doing setup, sorting, bagging produce, and advance preparation. 
 

Sunday 11/20  Starting immediately after worship:  
 11:30- 1:00pm  We will do final sorting and preparation of distribution, we would love to 

have our youth and other volunteers participate in this activity. 
12:30-2:00pm  We will have drivers picking up deliveries at sanctuary doors. 
2:00 pm-5:00pm We will assist families with picking up their food in Sewell Hall. Volunteers  
    must be over 18.  
4:00-6:00pm  We will have a crew to transport leftovers to pantry and clean up.  

  
 

-Julie Lewis and Deana Tredeau, Coordinators  
 -Lucy Damiani, Volunteer Coordinator 
 
 

————————————————————————————————————— 

  
Lastly, don’t forget to bring your Sunday Offering, Pledge Card, Time and Talent Sheet from your 

Stewardship Packet to worship Sunday morning, November 20th! 
  

  

stuffing (bags or boxes) cranberry sauce 

gravy chicken broth 

mayonnaise cornbread mix 



8 

CONDOLENCES: 
Our deepest sympathy to Mark Flecchia, his family and friends on the passing of Mark’s mother Vivian.  
She will be missed by many. 

FAREWELL   
We sadly said goodbye to our Director of Music Ministries Joe Stoddard.  He played his last worship  
service October 23rd.  We wish him well in his new position at St. John’s of Gloucester Episcopal Church 
closer to home.  Joe, you have big shoes to fill here at UCC! Best Wishes! 
 
“I am deeply grateful for the wonderful send-off you gave me on Sunday, October 23rd.  Seeing so many  
people come to thank Lynn and Lee and to say goodbye to me was such a moving experience!  Thank you  
for all of the cards, gifts, and good wishes!  May God continue to bless the ministry of this wonderful 

Joyce Carpenter’s brother Bob and niece Cindy 
Jan Costa’s friend Heidi Kirby-surgery 
Anne Stafford and son Bill  
Jane Raymond 
Jessy McNeil's brother Mel, sister Grace 
Ginger Mungillo’s daughter Cindy Surette and  
Ginger’s son Jim 
Sheila Vitale 
Roberta Low 
Jean Williamson 
Joe Stoddard's Mom Lillian and  
sister-in-law Joy Stoddard  
Marilyn Langley and friend Mary Chase  
Shirley Garside's daughter Lynn Larsen 
Sally Mansfield's son, Mark  
Tom Killilea and his brother Jim  

Claire Simas 
Alan Wright's cousin Tim 
Barbara Moran 
Luella Brown 
Kelly Sievert 
Jean Bastos 
Rev. Elizabeth King 
Jan Blandino and son-in-law Rick 
Barbara Garland 
Henry Knopp 
John Heald’s sister Susan & Mom 
 
So much gun violence!  
Mother Earth! Our Nation! 
The people of Ukraine! 
Our First Responders! Our caregivers! 

1 Chris Silva 
2 Billy Forbush 
3 Elizabeth Silva 
5 Scarlett Costa 
5  Cameron Bonnell  
6  Elizabeth Forbush 
6 Ken Keyser 

10 Geoffrey Fong 
11  Keri Beyer  
18 Aline Beck 
19 Marcia Rich 
21  Thelma Tibbitts 
21 Jeremy Todd 
21          Chris Stahlinski 

22  Rollie Damiani 
23  John Getsinger 
23 Carol Downing 
23          Chris Stahlinski 
29 Liam Egan 
29 Kiera Egan  

WITH THANKS! 
“With great appreciation we thank the congregation for your cards, notes and gifts to us regarding our 
longevity in the church choir.  We will truly miss the comradery of our singing group but it is so nice to  
sit in the pews and enjoy their lovely music.”  -With our love, Lee and Lynn Tirrell 



9 

November 6 Communion Worship  
All Saints/Souls Day! 
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Ed. Koonz 
Pianist:   Sarah LaFontaine 
Lay Leader:  Sally Willard 
Head Usher:  Dave McNeil 
Usher:   Chris Stahlinski 
Greeter:  Bev Maher 
Flowers:  Mums 
Collector:  Dick Butler 
Nursery:   
Sunday School:  Deb Raymond 
Coffee Hour:  Jan McSheffrey 
 
November 13 Worship-Love Offering  
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Ed Koonz 
Pianist:   Sarah LaFontaine 
Lay Leader:   
Head Usher:  Dave McNeil 
Usher:   Sally Willard 
Greeter:  Jan McSheffrey 
Flowers:  Mums 
Collector:  Deb Raymond 
Nursery:   
Sunday School:  Deb Raymond 
Coffee Hour:  Deb Raymond 
 
November 20 Worship  
Ingathering Sunday! 
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Ed Koonz 
Pianist:   Sarah LaFontaine 
Lay Leader:   
Head Usher:   
Usher:    
Greeter:  Chris Stahlinski 
Flowers:  Mums 
Collector:  Everett Langley 
Nursery:   
Sunday School:  Deb Raymond 
Coffee Hour:  Chris Stahlinski 
 
 
 
 
 

November 27 Worship-Red Wagon 
First Sunday in Advent! 
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Ed Koonz 
Pianist:   Sarah LaFontaine 
Lay Leader:   
Head Usher:  Chris Stahlinski  
Ushers:   
Greeter:   
Flowers:  Bobbie Killilea 
Collector:  Marge Zamanian 
Nursery:   
Sunday School:    Deb Raymond 
Coffee Hour:   
 
  
 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
As you can see we are in need of volunteers to help  
fill those spots that help worship run smoothly.   
If you can volunteer once in a while it will allow all 
those who are volunteering on a regular basis to  
come be part of the congregation and enjoy worship 
from the pews! 
 
Sign up online at SignUp.com or contact Donna 
Flecchia. 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
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November 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
All Saints/ 
Souls Day! 

2 
 
2p Green 
Team Meeting 
 
7p Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

3 
 
1p C4C 
 
6:30p Scouts 
 
7p Deacons 

4 5 
9:30a 
Decorate the 
Sanctuary 
For  
Thanksgiving 
 
Turn your 
Clocks BACK! 

6 
10:30a 
Communion 
All Saints/Souls 
Worship 
Sunday School 

7 
 
 
6:30p AA 
7p Trustees 

8 9 
 
 
 
7p Choir 
Rehearsal 

10 
 
1p C4C 
 
6:30p Scouts 

11 
 
Veteran’s Day! 
Church office 
      closed 

12 
 
 
5:00p  
Dinner 
Rental 

13 
10:30a Worship 
Love Offering 
Sunday School 

14 
 
 
6:30p AA 

15 
City Mission 
Coat Drive 
Deadline! 

16 
 
 
7p Choir 
Rehearsal 

17 
1p C4C 
 
6:30p Scouts 
 
7p Missions Mtg 

18 19 
 
10-2pm 
Ingathering 
Food Drive 
 

20 
INGATHERING 
10:30a Worship 
Sunday School 
 
11:30a  
Ingathering of 
Food 
 
2-5p Distribution 
4-6p Clean up 

21 
 
 
 
6:30p AA 
 
Interfaith 
Thanksgiving 
Service 

22 
 
5:30p  
BHS 
Dinner  
Rental 
 
 
7p Parish 
Council Mtg 

23 
 
 
 
7p Choir 
Rehearsal (?) 

24 
 
 
THANKSGIVING 

DAY! 

25 
Church 
Office 

Closed! 

26 
9:30a 
Decorate the 
Sanctuary for 
Advent 

27 
1ST SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
10:30a Worship 
Red Wagon 
Sunday School 
Noon Advent 
Workshop 

28 
 
 
6:30p AA 

29 30 
5:30p 
Community 
Dinner @ 
Presbyterian 
Church 
 
7p Choir 
Rehearsal 

   



11 

UCC  

6 Lexington Street 

Burlington, MA 01803 

Address Service Requested 

 

          TO: 

NOVEMBER 2022 


