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Dear UCC Family,
Rev. Angela V. Wells
Pastor [ often wear a cross necklace; it was a gift that was given to me at my ordination. I
have a friend who is an Atheist and he asked me about wearing an instrument of capital
Michael Lewis punishment around my neck. He challenged me by asking, “What if Jesus was hanged or
Moderator beheaded, would you wear a noose or a guillotine around your neck?” That conversation

got me thinking about the fact that this instrument of torture and death is central to our
faith. Now your reaction might be, well, it’s there, but it’s not exactly central, Angela. My
response would be that it is there, it is central, but we are mainline Protestants and we tra-
ditionally sideline the cross. We tend to focus on Jesus’ life and ministry before he died, and
CONTENTS we focus on his everlasting life after the Resurrection. We don’t really focus on Good Friday
1 or Holy Saturday, which is why you might feel like the cross isn’t central to our faith. But,
the cross is fundamental to Christian theology as a whole. You can’t have a resurrection
without a crucifixion, which is why it’s appropriate to say that the cross is central to our

Pastor Message

Ash Wednesday religion, even if we're not entirely comfortable with it.
Service 2
Music Ministry 2 This cross discussion got me thinking about the fact that Jesus literally sacrificed

his life for what he believed in. He preached radical acceptance and love of all people, right
in the face of the authorities who he knew wanted to Kill him. He performed miracles and
worked on the Sabbath, did things which directly challenged the powerful people at the
time. I don’t believe he did these things simply to spite the Roman and Jewish leadership,
but instead because he believed that his teachings and his beliefs were worth losing his life
Solar Project 4 for. Jesus knew that this life is temporary but that his message could not be killed, even if
they tried to kill him. He knew that his message was life-giving, and would bring hope to
those who felt hopeless, even if he had to give his own life in the process.
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To remember that Jesus risked his life for every sermon that he preached, every

Missions Info 5 person that he healed, adds a more profound meaning to those Gospel stories that we hear
-Rosie’s Place week after week, year after year. This is, in part, why I have a deep respect for all of you
-Red Wagon who identify as Christian, because the more you know about the risks Jesus took, the more

you know that claiming that identity and following him is no easy path, and yet you do it
-OGHS anyways. As we move into the beginning of Lent, which is a time to reflect on our mortality,
-C4C [ invite you to think about what you'd be willing to give your life for. What values, morals,
beliefs, would you be willing to die for? It's heavy stuff, but it’'s what we have signed up for,

Coffee Hour 6 it is central to our faith. And sometimes, when I feel like I'd rather go from Maundy Thurs-
True North Hours 6 day straight to Easter Sunday, | need that same reminder. That's why I proudly wear the

) . cross around my neck, so that [ never forget that Jesus gave his life for what he believed in,
Reflections! 6 and [ hope that [ might have the courage to do the same.
Prayers, Joys, With Love this Lent,
Concerns 7
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Worship Schedule 8 Rev. Angela Wells

Calendar 9 We are on BCAT! Our services are being recorded so that they can be broadcast on BCAT, our local
cable access channel. You can watch the service on Mondays at 4:30pm and Sundays at 6:00pm.
Please note, the only people whose faces are on camera are the choir and
those who lead the worship service.
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE—MARCH 1ST AT 7PM
SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY
If Easter Sunday is the end of our Lenten journey, then Ash Wednesday is the beginning. Please join us as
we mark this sacred beginning of our Lenten season, with a traditional Ash Wednesday Service. We will
acknowledge our shortcomings and be relieved of the burdens which make our hearts heavy. In this way,
we may begin Lent rooted in honest relationships with God. Come, and be anointed with ashes and know
that you a perfectly imperfect child of God. All are welcome.

MUSIC NOTES

Thank you, Special Musicians!
Thank you to Debbie Claar and Lee Tirrell, who sang on

February 19 while Joe was away. Thanks also to Aline
Beck, who filled in at the organ.

March Rehearsals - join us for Easter rehearsals!
The choirs will rehearse every Wednesday in February
except for Ash Wednesday, March 1. Youth Choir will
meet from 5:45pm-6:15pm, and the adults will meet
from 7:15pm-9:00pm. We always welcome new
singers, especially if you would like to help us out

for Lent or Easter or both!

Singers Wanted: Children to sing at Easter!
We'll have short rehearsals right after Coffee Hour on

March 19 and 26 as well as April 2 and 9. If Joe hasn’t
been in touch with you and you’d like your child to
participate, send him an email, give him a call, or just
come to the first rehearsal!

Deacons’ Special Music Fund

We are very grateful to the many donors who contrib-
uted to the Deacons’ Special Music Fund in memory of
beloved choir member Suzanne Trefethen:

Ken and Jean Baker

Aline Beck

Charlotte & Howie Blaney
Marion Braley-Freeman
Luella Brown

Richard & Karen Butler
Debbie Claar

Jan and Rob Costa

Crafting for a Cause

Nancy Davis

Carol Downing

John P. Farrell & Laure Farrell

Conrad and Shirley Fong

Deb Glancy and Donna Ferro

Anne S. Grunert

John Heald and Everett Langley

Dennis Huebner

Gayle M. Judd & Daniel R. Judd

Bobbie & Tom Killilea

Walter B. Landin & June M. Landin

Jan McSheffrey

Barbara Moran

Ginger Mungillo

Dorothy Murdoch

Laura Nowell

Charles & Ann Onthank

Paul and Jane Raymond

Wynelle & Robert Scenna

T/Sgt. Paul W. Sherwood

Walter N. Sherwood & Isobel L. Sherwood
Kay Shute

Bernard H. Starkenberg & Eleanor W. Starkenberg
Joe Stoddard and Paul Mouratidis

Lee and Lynn Tirrell

Nancy Todd

Deana and Michael Tredeau and Sarah Clark
Carol Trefethen and the Trefethen Family Trust
Donald & Pamela Walker

Keep in touch!

Email: music@uccburlington.org
Twitter: @uccbmusic
Facebook: www.facebook.com/burlingtonchoirs
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

!

The Christian Education committee and Larainne Wilson have much planned for the congregation
in the coming months!

Sunday School: Our Sunday School will start their 5th Unit, "Let's Talk". It will run through the
entire Season of Lent to April 8th. Several of the Bible stories in this year’s Lenten season will
center around conversations: among God, Eve, Adam, and a serpent; between God and Abram;
between Jesus and Nicodemus, or Jesus and a Samaritan woman, and among Jesus, Mary, and
Martha. As people who will be encountering the scripture each Sunday, we are invited to listen in
on these conversations and, to the extent we are comfortable, to join in.

Children's Choir Group: Joe and Larainne would like to assemble a group of children willing to
sing on Easter. This group will practice after coffee hour on the 4 Sundays before Easter. Please
let Joe or Larainne know if your child is interested.

Game Night: Almost 20 people attended game night on February 17th. This was an all ages youth
event and fun was had by all! A special thank you to Jan Costa and Wendy Harder for volunteering!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper - Feb. 28, 6-7:30: Join us on Fat Tuesday for a fun, all church
fellowship event! We will have a Pancake Supper. All are welcome. This event is FREE of charge
and it is a great way to invite friends to experience our church life.

Easter Sunday - April 16:The Christian Education Committee will be hosting a coffee hour
9:30-10:15 BEFORE service on Easter, as well as an Easter Story and Egg Hunt that will start
at 9:45. We hope to see many children on Easter Sunday!

Adult Education: Angela is planning an adult study of the book of Luke for Lent. It will be held
Wednesday evenings March 8, 15, 22, 29 and end on April 5.

BIBLE STUDY: GOSPEL OF LUKE!

From Heaven, to the Judean hills, to Jerusalem, to a Galilean hill town, to Galilee, and
then back to Jerusalem, the writer of the Gospel of Luke will take us on a journey through
Jesus' ministry. Jesus breaks more social boundaries in this Gospel than in any of the
others, and the Holy Spirit is discussed more in Luke than in any of the other Gospels!
You don't want to miss this exciting discussion. Join us on Wednesday nights at
7:30pm, from March 8th through April 5th. Please see the signup sheet or contact
Angela (RevWells@UCCBurlington.org), if you plan to attend.




RS 50LAR PROJECT FOR OUR CHURCH

We are pleased to provide an update regarding our efforts to investigate the feasibility of having solar
panels installed. We still have 7 interested vendors of which 6 have now submitted initial proposals.
Additional good news is that the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources has provided clarity
on financial incentives, so this is no longer a roadblock. We are reviewing proposals, providing feed-
back, and asking questions to assure that all proposals are similar in technology and the same basic
approach. We anticipate that we should have final proposals before mid-march and plan to present
options to Parish Council for initial feedback at their March meeting.

We continue to explore all options regarding purchase, lease and some hybrids of both. We will
continue to keep you updated as our process unfolds.

If you have any questions about the project feel free to be in touch with Dave lerardi
Who can be reached at david.ierardi@protonex.com. If all goes well we hope we may have solar

power by October 2017!

-Team Solar Light of Christ-

Team members - Angela Wells, Arun Arumugum, Chris Stahlinski, Conrad, Dave lerardi

FROM THE GREEN TEAM AT UcCcC!

- Reduce, REUSE, Recycle. In such a populous area we have many ways to reuse we may have
forgotten about! Old towels that may have a stain but are clean are welcomed by animal shelters
(and Sister Thrift in town will take them for that purpose)! For furniture you're not selling but
in good condition the ReStore Store in Tyngsboro will resell it to benefit Habitat for Humanity
and The Wish Project in Lowell takes furniture and like-new kitchen goods for families moving
out of homelessness. Wine corks are used by artists within the congregation and our own
Crafters for a Cause!

Gift Cards Are an Ongoing Gift
to Our Church

When you buy or reload a gift card
with Shop With Scrip, a percentage
of what you spend comes back to the church. Our
next rounds of ordering dates are timed perfectly
for Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and gradu-
ations. Please continue to remember all the local
stores, restaurants, gas stations and movie thea-
ters that you frequent on a regular basis.

Order By Receive Cards Occasion

3/6 4/2 Easter

4/30 5/7 Mother’s Day,
College Grads

6/4 6/11 Father’s Day,
H.S. Grads

Choose the order method that’s easiest for you:

- Leave a printed order form and check made out
to UCC Burlington (note “gift cards” in the memo
line) in the Gift Card Orders mailbox in the
church office.

+ Order online at www.ShopWithScrip.com (use
code BB483284315L1 to link your account to
the church). Either leave a check in the Gift Card
Orders mailbox in the church office, or use your
own credit card to complete your online pur-
chase. You can request traditional plastic gift
cards or print paper gift cards from your home
computer.

- See or email Nancy Todd to link your checking
account to Shop With Scrip. This enables instant
payments for your online orders. In this way you
can order any time, regardless of our batched
ordering dates - and the church still benefits
from every order.
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BOARD OF MISSIONS

RED WAGON

ROSIE’S PLACE The last Sunday of the month we

Thank you to those volunteers who ventured into take a collection of specific items needed at the
Boston to prepare, serve, cleanup for a luncheon for Burlington Food Pantry.

those homeless ladies at Rosie’s Place. The toilet-

ries were very much appreciated_ We have been asked to donate the fOllOWiIlg:

Peeled tomatoes
Stewed tomatoes
Pasta sauce

Our next date to volunteer for a brunch is on
Saturday, May 6th.

If you would like to join us please contact

Jan McSheffrey at 781-454-6050 or Please bring items to worship on
afdove@verizon.net March 26th and we will bring them
SS forward during the service.
rosie’s
A
=Y place

OneGreat 'oNE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OGHS-March 26th

“For 48 year old Iraq war veteran Robert Z., buying a house was an

OF SHARING | importantstep toward recovery from post-traumatic stress disorder. It

took Robert years of hard work to get on top of PTSD, but he did. Then the
storms of October 2015 came. Days of incessant rain and wind caused a large tree to fall
onto Robert’s roof. The damage opened the house to the continuing rainfall soaking walls,
floors, ceilings and furniture. Robert did what he could, but it wasn’t enough. He then heard
about the Disaster Recovery Support Initiative (DRSI) a joint endeavor of the United Church
of Christ Disaster Ministries, etc. These volunteers were happy to assist as part of the work
in modeling long-term recovery processes in the wider community!”

Generous giving to the OGHS is enabling us to reach the most vulnerable families! If you
would like to make a donation, our OGHS is taking place on March 26th during worship.

Or you can send a donation along to UCC church office and write OGHS on the memo line.

We thank you in advance for your generosity!

CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE c4cC

We kept busy these winter months’ knitting strips for a Baptism blanket and working on pillow cases. We
made our collection of white sheets into 19 pillowcases, and decorated them with lace and ribbons. Along
with ones we collected from the congregation we were able to send 42 pillow cases to Elaine McSweeney
who attends services in the summer. Elaine and a group of women in Vero Beach, Florida make the pillow
cases into dresses for girls in Africa. Our next projects may be button Christmas ornaments and/or

red work to be made into quilts. Both projects will create items for the fall Fair. We continue to meet

on Wednesdays in the conference room from 1 to 3 and would love to have you join us.
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Convérsation AFTER WORSHIP
e/

Each week we have the luxury of enjoying coffee and goodies after our Sunday
Worship Service. This just doesn’t appear, we do have folks who volunteer to
setup, prepare coffee, bake or bring cheese/crackers or fruit for all to enjoy and cleanup when coffee

hour is done.

Our dear Jane Raymond has been handling our coffee ministry for many years and has enjoyed doing
this. She handles the signups and scheduling. It is time to pass the torch to someone else. Jane would

love to come and enjoy coffee hour as you do now.

All that is needed from an individual(s) is to be sure someone has signed up to host and have two extra

bakers, and informs the host what is involved with the setup of coffee hour (time to put the coffee on,
linens, creamer, juice, cups, table setup with chairs, etc). Jane will be more than happy to train you! In

addition, you'll need to supply that information to Bobbie in the church office for our Hilltop Newsletter.

If this is something you or a few of you might want to be in charge of, please see Jane Raymond. You will

find her any given Sunday at Coffee Hour!

Deacons Committee

TRUE NORTH HOURS

&2

—"

Please note Rev. Angela Wells will be at
True North Coffee Shop on the following
dates. However, her door is always
open!

Thursday, March 2nd form 9-11
Tuesday, March 7th from 4-6
Thursday, March 9th from 4-6
Tuesday, March 14th from 4-6
Thursday, March 16th from 9-11
Tuesday, March 21st from 4-6
Thursday, March 23rd from 9-11
Tuesday, March 28th from 4-6
Thursday, March 30th from 9-11

MOMENT OF REFLECTION:
TIME TO SIGN UP!

During 2017, we will hear one reflection on the
3rd Sunday of each month, about why the church
is a priority in someone's life.

If you'd like to participate and share your story,
please see the signup sheet at coffee hour

to choose your month.

Please be in touch with Angela
if you have any questions.

Thank you!




PEOPLE TO KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS

Bob Knudsen's Mom Liz Jessy McNeil’s Brother Mel, Mom Ellen and
Susan and Jen Eby's friend John Sister Grace

Claire Simas Anne Stafford's grandsons Tyler and Zach
Steve and Joan Miles (Steve is in hospice care) Dot Drinkwater

Donna Flecchia's Mom, Anna Capobianco Ruth Reddig

Dorothy Murdoch's granddaughter Meghan Everett Langley and his brother George
Janice Grace-upcoming surgery John Heald'’s sister Susan & Mom
Larainne Wilson's dad Allen Aimee Tredeau's friend Amanda
Larainne and Sheri's Friend Alisa Safely Macone Barbara Moran's friend Heather

Deb Glancy's friends Mario and Erin Ginger Mungillo’s son, Jim

Jan Blandino and her great grandson Fred Garside

Brandon Contoni

Chris Cahoon

Carol Downing's husband Ron

Sheila Vitale

Nick Ciano's Mom Jenny

Bobbie's friend John Ford

Joe’s parents Joseph & Lillian

Woody Knowles' friend Chris Carbeau's
grandson

Kendra’s Grandfather Phil

MILESTONES

Rita Boucher, who many of you may remember just reached her 90th birthday! Wishing her
healthy and happy years ahead!

If you know of someone who is reaching a milestone, or celebrating a big anniversary, or any
other good news please let the office know, we would love share happy news too!

MARCH BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:

3 Ann Onthank

3 Cindy Brown

7 Barbara Moran

7 Paul Raymond
12 Laura Nowell

14 Josephine Ursino
15 Stephen Jacobs
17 Erika Downing
21 Jack Arrington
26 Laura Breau

26 Libby Samarjian
28 Alysa (Davis) Johnson



Worship Participation Schedule

If you cannot
participate in
Worship or
Nursery contact:
Donna Flecchia
at 781-272-4756

If you cannot
host/bake contact
Jane Raymond at
781-272-9647.

March 1 Ash Wednesday Service
7:00pm Lay Leader: Debbie Claar
Head Usher: Dave lerardi
Greeter: Luella Brown
Nursery: 2 volunteers needed
March 5 Communion Prep: Kay Shute-Marge Zamanian
10:30am Lay Leader: Debbie Claar
Head Usher: Dave McNeil
Ushers: Dave-Dave lerardi-Deb Glancy-Donna Ferro
Greeters: Ginger Mungillo-volunteer
Church School: Deb Raymond-Jan Costa
Nursery: Nicole Flecchia-Deb Ursino
Flower Deliverer: Cindy Phillips
Collector: Wynelle Scenna
Coffee Host: Susan Eby
Bakers: Susan-Lynn Tirrell-Deana Tredeau
March 12 Lay Leader: Emily DeLuca
10:30am Head Usher: Mark Flecchia
Ushers: Mark & Donna Flecchia-Kari Lynch-Marge Zamanian
Greeters: Anne Stafford-volunteer
Church School: Larainne Wilson-Wendy Sanford
Nursery: Nicole Flecchia-Karen Ciardi
Flower Deliverer: Anna Karwan
Collector: Barbara Moran
Coffee Host: Donna Flecchia
Bakers: Donna-Jean Baker-Karen Welch
March 19 Lay Leader: Michael Lewis
10:30am Head Usher: Janine Towle
Ushers: Janine-Everett Langley-John Heald-Carol Downing
Greeter: Wynelle Scenna
Church School: Larainne Wilson-Sue Wisniewski
Nursery: Nicole Flecchia-Damalie Dakoye
Flower Deliverer: Jessy McNeil
Collector: Marge Zamanian
Coffee Host: Kay Shute-Jane Raymond
Bakers: Kay-Jane-Emily DeLuca
March 26: Lay Leader: Carol Downing
10:30am Head Usher: Conrad Fong
Ushers: Conrad-Bev Maher-Barbara Moran-Lucy Damiani
Greeters: Janice Grace-volunteer
Church School: Larainne Wilson-Cindy Phillips
Nursery: Nicole Flecchia-Paul Raymond
Flower Deliverer: Bev Maher
Collector: Marcia Rich
Coffee Host: TBA
Bakers: Shirley Fong-Sara Goodrich
April 2 Communion Prep: Barbara Moran-Karen Ciardi
10:30am Lay Leader: Marcia Rich
Head Usher: Dave Hooper
Ushers: Dave & Janet Hooper-Wynelle Scenna-Michael DeLuca
Greeters: Barbara Nadaff- volunteer
Church School: Susan Eby-volunteer needed
Nursery: Nicole Flecchia-Marcus Greip
Flower Deliverer: Marge Zamanian
Collector: Karen Ciardi
Coffee Host: Chris Stahlinski
Bakers: Chris-Cindy Philfips-Deb Ursino
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MARCH 2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Montessori 1 2 3 4
School 9-11a True North
M-F 8-6pm 1p C4C Pastor Hours 9-2p Scouts
Pinewood Derby
7pm
ASH Wednesday
Service
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10:30a 1p C4C 9-11a True North 3p setup
Communion 3:30p Irish Step Pastor Hours 5-10p
Service-Church 4-6p True North | 5:45p Youth choir Poetry Recital
School 7:30p Trustees Pastor Hours 7p Scouts Rental/dinner
7:30p AA 7:15p Adult Choir
. . ; 2,
7:15p Deacons 7:30p Bible Study SPRING
AIEAD
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:30a Worship 9-11a True North
Love Offering- | 3:30p Irish Step 10a Missions 1p C4C Pastor Hours
Church School
Noon Music 6:30p CE 4-6p True North | 5:45p Youth choir
Committee 7:30p AA Pastor Hours 7p Scouts
7:15p Adult Choir &
7:30p Bible Study )
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:30a Worship HILLTOP 9-11a True North
Moment of 3:30p Irish Step 4-6p True North DEADLINE Pastor Hours
Reflection- Pastor Hours 1p C4C 4-9p NE Tulu
Church School | 7:30p AA Koota Party
7:15p PC 5:45p Youth choir Rental
- e A 3 7p Scouts
156 Da\lof‘ 7:15p Adult Choir
ﬁgplﬂlf} ) 7:30p Bible Study
26 27 28 29 30 31
@ 9:30p Hilltop 9-11a True North
3:30p Irish Step 4-6p True North | Folding Pastor Hours
10:30a Worship Pastor Hours 1p C4C

Red Wagon-
Church School

One Great Hour
Of Sharing
OGHS

7:30p AA

5:45p Youth choir
7p Scouts

7:15p Adult Choir
7:30p Bible Study




UCC

6 Lexington Street
Burlington, MA 01803
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