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Dear UCC Burlington Community, 
  
Did you have a chance to relax and slow 
down this summer? Were you able to tune 
out the news for a while, and just focus on 
your friends and family? If you were able to 
do that, I applaud you for exercising self-care 
by nourishing your mind, body and spirit. 
But as your pastor, I have a request to ask of 
you. I need you to tune in. No, the world 
needs you to tune in. Now. Good people with 
good intentions cannot ignore what’s going 
on in the world. If you aren’t quite sure what 
I am alluding to, just know that a lot of your 
fellow Americans are scared. People of color, 
and undocumented people, and people who 
are passionate about climate change/saving 
the earth, and Jewish and Muslim people, 
and LGBT people (especially those who are 
transgender), and federal employees, and 
people who rely on public assistance, many 
of these people in our country are really 
scared. If you are comfortable, if you feel safe 
and relatively unaffected, will you please 
lend your voice, your time, and your energy 
to the cause? If you are wondering what you 
can do, first of all, read. Read articles by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center and the ACLU. 
If you aren’t sure what Black Lives Matter is 
all about and you’ve heard conflicting infor-
mation, read about them at BlackLivesMat-
ter.com. See what you think. And read books 
about racism, here are a few titles to start 
with: 
 
The Color Purple, Alice Walker 
The Souls of Black Folk, W.E.B. Du Bois 
The Fire Next Time, James Baldwin 
The New Jim Crow, Michelle Alexander 
 
Cornel West said that, “Justice is what love 
looks like in public.” Another thing you can 
do is show up. Burlington Advocates for 
Truth and Justice is a group that meets 
monthly right here in our town. If you’d like 
to attend a meeting, you can talk to Sally 
Willard or me about it. Loving people one-on
-one, individually, is a great place to start. 

But we need large-scale change so that all 
voices are heard, so that all people and all 
their contributions to society are valued, not 
just the voices and contributions of straight, 
white, men. 
 
I pray that white supremacy is dying in our 
country, but we must continue to actively 
work to eradicate it. And it takes each one of 
us. The scriptures tell us that Jesus got really 
angry at religious hypocrisy and racial su-
premacist ideology. I think he’d be really an-
gry at what’s going on in our country. I imag-
ine he’d be responding to the oppressed in 
love and to the oppressors with anger. That’s 
how he did it in the Bible. As Christians, we 
have no choice but to respond to the hate 
and division that’s permeating our nation. A 
way for us to be unified, is for those of us 
who have privilege, who have resources, 
who have power (you might not think you 
do, but you do), is to lend all that we have to 
the marginalized people in our nation, who 
have been made to feel less than for hun-
dreds of years. 
 
Now is the time for us to summon our love of 
Jesus and our love of each other and live into 
that faith that we profess each Sunday morn-
ing. This is hard work, but we can do it. 
Those of you who are a different generation 
from me, you know our nation has been here 
before. Sadly, white supremacy hasn’t been 
eradicated, so we find ourselves here again. 
But what a blessed opportunity we have to 
make something of ourselves, our lives, our 
privilege, and put all that we have towards 
working for peace and justice in our land. 
We can do this. We’re in it together. Thanks 
for tuning in. 
 
Love, 
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New Adult Choir Members Needed! 
We have lost several choir members because they have 
moved out of state (Virginia, Maine, and Florida), and 
we need to grow our group again!  We need YOUR 
voice to help us!  Please come and join us and help us 
keep choral music strong and vibrant in our church.  
Our first rehearsal of the season will be on Wednesday, 
September 6, 2017 at 7:15 pm.  Come and check us out 
– even if you just drop in for a rehearsal or two to see  
if you enjoy choir, we’d love to have you!  
 
Have questions about choir?  Think you might be  
interested but worried you can’t carry a tune in a  
bucket?  It’s all OK!  Contact Joe Stoddard at  
music@uccburlington.org and he’ll be happy to  
work with you! 
 
“Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is  
the greatest treasure in the world.”  -- Martin Luther 
 
Youth Choir Members Needed! 
Our Youth Choir will be starting rehearsals again on 
Wednesday, September 6 at 5:15 pm (please note the 
new time).  We would love to have new members join 
us!  Rehearsals are only 30 minutes long and we sing 
approximately every other Sunday.  Please contact  
Joe Stoddard at music@uccburlington.org for more  
information. 

Rehearsals for September 
The choirs will rehearse on September 6 and 13.  There 
will be no rehearsals on September 20 or 27.  Youth 
Choir will meet at a different time this year:  5:15pm-
5:45pm.  The Adult Choir will remain the same:  
7:15pm-9:00pm.    
 
Summer Soloists 
We were blessed with great volunteers who shared 
their talents with us this summer.  Our volunteers 
were:  Ted Brierley (all the way from Maine!), Theo 
Brierley, Debbie Claar, Sarah Clark, Ann Marie Mess-
bauer (who came from Springfield just to sing and play 
for us), Robert Scenna, Lee Tirrell, and Deana Tredeau.  
 
Thank you, Lee and Aline! 
Aline Beck will be our organist on September 24 and 
Lee Tirrell will be our soloist.  We are very fortunate to 
have such talent within our congregation! 
 
Soloist needed for October 1 
Joe will be away on October 1st, and we’re still looking 
for a soloist for that day.  You can sing or play an in-
strument – whatever your talent, you’re welcome to 
share it!  Please speak with him after church one day or 
email him at music@uccburlington.org if you can 
help. 

MUSIC NOTES 

WELCOME SUNDAY & BRUNCH 
Join us September 10th  

following our 10:30am worship 
Bring your appetites! 

TRUE NORTH 
Angela’s True North Coffee Hours will resume in September! She will be back there starting Tuesday, 
September 12th. Her hours will be Tuesdays from 4:00-6:00pm and Thursdays from 9-11am. True 
North is located at 204 Cambridge St. in Burlington. Occasionally she has to change her hours, so please 
keep an eye on the weekly email for any such changes. But otherwise, you can count on her being there 
during those hours. Please don’t hesitate to stop by!  

AMAZON SMILE 
If you shop on Amazon (who doesn’t?), then you can raise 
money for our church! It is simple and foolproof. Just go to 
smile.amazon.com, and select the United Church of Christ 
Congregational in Burlington as your charity of choice. A 
percentage of most purchases goes directly to the church. 
That’s it. It’s win-win. If you have any trouble setting it up, 
please speak with Angela and she can help you. Imagine if 
we ALL did this?? It has the potential to be a great source of 
extra income for our church, please participate if you can.  

CHURCH YARD SIGNS 
 

Have you noticed that there are new signs 
on the church lawn? If you'd like one for 

your yard, you can get one from local  
resident Wendy Guiles-Trombetta.  

The cost is $10.00. You can email her 
at wjccjj@wjccjj.com  

or call her 781-552-5195.  

mailto:music@uccburlington.org
mailto:music@uccburlington.org
mailto:music@uccburlington.org
mailto:wjccjj@wjccjj.com
tel:%28781%29%20552-5195
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

The CE Committee welcomes all back after our summer services. Many people have sent wonderful  
pictures to our Facebook page of their “taking the love of UCC Burlington into the world” this summer. 
   
We are happy to announce that we did not have to look long and far for our new CE Director!  Happily, she 
is a already a member of our church and well known by all – Deb Raymond!  Deb is an energetic, motivated 
person with lots of ideas for the future of CE!  Please welcome and say hello to Deb. 
 
Also our Nursey Attendant Position has been filled.  Welcome Kristen Watanabe who will train with Nicole 
September 3rd.  Kristen will begin her coverage on September 10th.  So if you have a chance take a minute 
and go down to the nursery and welcome her to our church! 
  
Once again CE will be providing sign up sheets for nursery and Sunday school substitute teachers and  
assistants.  Please sign up if you’re able.  It has proven to be a rewarding experience for volunteers and  
the CE program could not continue without it! 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Hello my name is Deb Raymond, the new CE director. 

 

I am excited for the new Sunday school year to begin. Our 1st class is 9/10, which is also Welcome Back 

Sunday. After Sunday School we all enjoy the church wide brunch together in the Education Building,      

provided by the Deacon’s. There will be a registration table at the Brunch to formally register for  

Sunday School. 

 

We are trying a new Curriculum: Seasons of the Spirit. It is lectionary based, so will coincide with the  

Sermon’s each Sunday. It is bible stories, crafts & activities to get us up out of our chairs. We are also  

looking forward to much singing! 

 

Intergenerational activities (for children, youth, and adults) Events held in Educational Bldg. 

     -Fri. 9/29 6 PM. Crafts for all! Activities for skill levels ages 2-102. Some items will be made to take 

home,  some we will make for the Fair. A light supper will be provided.  Support the Fall Family Fair,  

learn an easy craft, have fun. 

 

    -Sat. 10/28. Halloween party. 6PM Dress in your Halloween best! Games & Pizza will be provided. 

ADULT ED 
This fall, we will read “Mere Christianity,” by C.S. 
Lewis. Our class will begin on Thursday,  
September 21st at 7:30pm and will run for 6 
weeks until Friday, October 26th. Please RSVP  
to Angela (RevWells@UCCBurlington.org) by 
Sunday, Sept. 17th, if you plan to participate. 
Hope you can join us, the more participants we 
have, the richer our conversation will be! 

CONFIRMATION BEGINS SOON! 
Angela is teaching Confirmation this year! 
The class is open to anyone who will be in 8th 
or 9th grade in the Fall of 2017. Our first class 
is on Sunday, Sept. 24th, from 12:00-3:00pm. 
If you or your child might be interested in 
participating, please email Angela ASAP at 
RevWells@UCCBurlington.org. Thank you!  

mailto:RevWells@UCCBurlington.org
mailto:RevWells@UCCBurlington.org
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SOLAR UPDATE 

 ·         Mid-August: The roofing contractor did the re-shingling of the south facing roofs of the ed 
building and office building. The roof looks great! 

·         26-August: There was a small team of volunteers doing some needed re-shoring of the roof 
trusses of the office building.  

.         10-Sept: Revision Energy will be at UCC Burlington on Sunday Sept 10 doing a presentation 
in the sanctuary from 12:00-1:00 for all interested in home solar, this is open to the public. We 
will also have flyers available in the education building after worship with the details of the  
discounts to all friends and family of UCC Burlington. Any one north of the mass pike and inside 
the 495 loop is eligible, they just have to mention UCC Burlington. When we get 25 participants 
the church will get a free electric vehicle charging station. 
 
·         Oct-2017: We are still targeting Oct-2017 for operational status 

  

Team Solar Light of Christ: Angela, Chris Stahlinski, Conrad Fong, Michael Lewis, Dave Ierardi 

  

Please contact Dave Ierardi for details cell – 508-692-8584 

 
”A DANGEROUS NIGHT  
ON A DESERT ISLE” 

Our Murder Mystery Dinner Fundraiser 
September 23rd!  6pm 

 
AHOY, MATES! 
 
Captain Kipper and his first mate Mulligan invite you  
to join us all aboard the good ship Guppy for a night of  
intrigue, good food and of course, entertainment. 
Our Murder Mystery Dinner is back and we set sail 
on Saturday, September 23rd at  6pm and an island feast 
will be served. Tickets are $15 per person and $10 for 
Seniors (65+) and High School Students.  You'll meet a 
colorful array of characters and get to put on your "Sherlock 
Holmes" hats and solve a murder.  Tickets are available 
from Janine Towle at coffee hour or by calling  
the church office.    
 

FALL YARD SALE 
 

Sorry to say our Fall Yard Sale will 

not be taking place this year. 

 

We were unable to gather volun-

teers to run the event  and be on 

site that day. 

 

We’ll keep you posted if things 

change by email and bulletin  

notices. 

ONA CELEBRATION 
HELP WANTED! 

Our 10th Anniversary celebration of  
being Open and Affirming will be on 
Sunday, November 12th. Angela is  
looking for a small team of folks to help 
her plan the celebration. Please email 
RevWells@UCCBurlington.org if 
you're interested. Thank you! 

tel:%28508%29%20692-8584
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RED WAGON  

 
The last Sunday of the month we 
take a collection of specific items needed at 
the Burlington Food Pantry. 
 
We have been asked to donate the following: 

 
Dish soap 

Ready to eat soups 
Vegetable Oil 

 
 

Please bring items to worship on  
September 24th and we will bring them  

forward during the service.   

 

     
ROSIE’S PLACE UPDATED INFO 

 

Our next day to volunteer is Wednesday,  

September 20th 10:30-12:30.   
 

Thank you to those who have offered to join us 

in Boston to prepare, cook, serve and cleanup a 

lunch for some of our homeless ladies! 

 

Thank you for the toiletries donated.  We will 

take these in with us on the 20th. 
 

Those interested contact Jan McSheffrey at 

afdove@verizon.net or 781-454-6050 

         

BOARD OF MISSIONS  

CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE 

The Crafters / C4C will be meeting on Wednesdays from 1 to 3. We will need to pull together 

items for the homeless shelter in Lowell and for Catie’s closet in early September. It seems sad 

that we are thinking about supplying items for people in cold weather. Summer always seems 

too short to me.  

Let’s all try to think of Fair projects that we can make in late September and October. Please 

make note of a change in meeting place on October 11. We will meet in Skelton Hall rather than 

the Conference room. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED 
OCTOBER 1ST 

DURING WORSHIP 
 

Protect the Sacred!  

In a just world, clean water is life! 

 

NIN helps people world-wide, children, youth, 

the sick, the underemployed! Clean water is  

important for self development, crops, trees, 

flowers and all God’s creatures. 

 

Your donation is appreciated.  We will have  

special envelopes at church on October 1st or 

you can send a donation in by check made out  

to UCC with NIN on the memo line.  Mail to the 

church office.  Thank you so much! 

PUMPKIN PATCH TO  
SUPPORT PEOPLE  
HELPING PEOPLE 

 

Again there will be a Pumpkin 

Patch setup at St. Mark’s Church 

during the month of October.   

 

Our volunteer dates are October 

14 and 19.  There will be signup 

sheets at coffee hour soon! 

mailto:afdove@verizon.net
tel:%28781%29%20454-6050
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GENERAL SYNOD REPORT FROM THEO BRIERLEY  

 
 
This past June, I had the privilege of serving as a Massachusetts Conference delegate at 

The UCC General Synod in Baltimore. The General Synod is the UCC’s national decision-making 
body that meets every two years to vote on the UCC’s Covenanted Ministries, budgets, and        
resolutions to guide the church’s wider mission and positions on social justice issues.  The       
Synod is comprised of over 600 delegates representing UCC Churches from across the entire 
country.  Delegates are apportioned by conference size, meaning larger conferences have more 
delegates. The Mass Conference had a total 47 delegates, one of the largest in the entire Synod. 

 
Prior to voting, each delegate is assigned to a sub-committee responsible for reviewing   

a specific resolution before it is voted on by the entire body.  My sub-committee was assigned to 
the resolution regarding the acknowledgement of adult survivors of child abuse. Prior to review-
ing the resolution, each sub-committee attends an “educational intensive” workshop where an 
expert in the field concerning the resolution gives a presentation to help the sub-committee    
better understand the subject area. After the educational intensive, my subcommittee made    
only minor changes to strengthen the resolution’s wording, and it ultimately passed.  Because 
the resolution passed, the UCC will help to give voice to adult survivors of child abuse, as well    
as make resources available to help churches become safe spaces for adult survivors. 

 
Resolutions we voted on covered topics including gun violence, boycotts supporting  

farm workers, and the Paris Climate Agreement. Serving as a delegate made me aware of just 
how many social justice issues the UCC works on. I’m truly grateful to have had the opportunity 
to help guide our Church’s wider mission.  

                           SAVE THE DATE 
FALL FAMILY FAIR ON 11/4/17 

(This is the church’s largest fundraiser) 
 

James 4:2 "You do not have because you do not ask"  
 
Ponder that a moment!   Do you have or know someone who has a timeshare, a boat (donate a 
boat ride in the future or fishing trip), Summer Cottage (or Winter Cottage), Theatre tickets 
(Northshore, Regal Players, etc.), sporting events (Bruins, Celtics, Patriots) - YES these are BIG 
ticket items but someone out there may love to make a donation to support the missions of 
this church and our community.  We are looking to "beef up" our lively Auction!! Now I ask 
you to open your hearts, pray and ASK. 
 
Don't forget your favorite restaurants, bakery, hair dresser, landscaper, painter, etc.  There 
will be letters available by Bobbie's office - take a few and carry them with you.  The worse 
they can say is "no" but, put on a happy face, pray, then ASK - it's a tax deduction as 
well  REMEMBER - Matthew 7.7 "Ask", promised Jesus, "and it will be given to you".  
 
Blessing to each of you and thank you for opening your hearts! 

 

Deb Raymond, Cindy Gilpin Co-Chairs 

Deb angelfoods@msn.com Cell:857-373-9156 

mailto:angelfoods@msn.com
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Jessy McNeil's  brother Mel and sister Grace 
Luella Brown 

Barbara Garland 
Henry Knopp 

Shirley Fong's Dad, Raymond Liu 
Marie Perrot 

Jan Blandino and her great grandson Brandon  
Anne Stafford's grandson Tyler 

Claire Simas  
Elizabeth King, breast cancer 

Tom Killilea 
Chris Cahoon 

Dorothy Murdoch, her granddaughter  
Meghan and son Bob 

Susan and Jen Eby's friend John 

Carol Downing's husband Ron 
Nick Ciano's Mom Jenny 

Bobbie's friends John and Karen  
Dot Drinkwater 

Ruth Reddig 
Everett Langley and his brother George 

John Heald’s sister Susan & Mom 
Aimee Tredeau's friend Amanda 

Ginger Mungillo’s son, Jim 
Fred Garside 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY WISHES 

PEOPLE TO KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS 

CONDOLENCES 

Our thoughts and prayers to Barbara Garland on the recent passing of her husband, George.  He was a 

huge part of many lives and will be missed.  Keeping you and all your family and friends in our prayers. 

 

Our deepest sympathy to Jessy McNeil, her  family and friends on the passing of Jessy’s mother Ellen.  

She had been on our prayer list for a long time.  We are keeping you all in our thoughts and prayers. 

4 Charlotte Blaney 
7 Dominic Ramirez (Killilea) 
7 Nick Nowell  
7 Wayne Higden 
7 Steve Samarjian 
9 Peter Silva 
16 Katherine Baker 
17 Kate Byers 
18 Samantha Flecchia 
18 Jackson Towle 
18 Jared Ciano 

24 David Hooper 
25 Conrad Fong 
26 Lucy Damiani 
26 Shirley Garside 
28 Forrest Knowles 
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                  Worship  Participation  Schedule 
Sep 3  LABOR DAY—Baptism 
  Communion Preparers: Marge Zamanian-Jan McSheffrey 
10:30am Lay Leader:   Craig Baker 
  Head Usher:   Mark Flecchia 
  Ushers:   Mark-Volunteers 
  Greeters:   Volunteers 
  Nursery Coverage:  Nicole-Kristen Watanabe 
  Flower Deliverer:  Volunteer 
  Collector:   Carol Downing 
  Coffee Hour:   Susan Eby 
  Bakers:   Susan-Jessy McNeil-Sarah Clark  
Sep 10  Welcome Back Sunday, Brunch and  
10:30am Sunday School Registration! 
  Lay Leader:   Deb Glancy 
  Head Usher:   Marcia Rich 
  Ushers:   Marcia-John Getsinger-Jane Raymond-David Ierardi 
  Greeters:   Anne Stafford-Volunteer 
  Nursery:   Kristen Watanabe-Sara Goodrich-Byers 
  Flower Deliverer:  Cindy Phillips 
  Collector:   Dick Butler 
  Welcome Brunch:  Deacons     
Sep 17  Lay Leader   Laura Harder 
10:30am Head Usher:   Everett Langley 
  Ushers:   Everett-John Heald-Deb Glancy-Donna Ferro 
  Greeters:   Anne Stafford-Volunteer 
  Nursery:   Kristen Watanabe-Karen Ciardi 
  Flower Deliverer:  Jessy McNeil 
  Collector:   Wynelle Scenna 
  Coffee Hour:   Carol Downing-Jan McSheffrey 
  Bakers:   Carol-Jan-Cindy Phillips-Karen Butler  
Sep 24  Lay Leader:   Michael Lewsi 
10:30am Head Usher:   Bill Hitchcock 
  Ushers:   Bill-Marge Zamanian-Barbara Moran-Gordon Brown 
  Greeters:   Karen Butler-Volunteer 
  Nursery:   Kristen Watanabe-Paul Raymond 
  Flower Deliverer:  Nancy Davis 
  Collector:   Karen Ciardi 
  Coffee Hour:   Shirley Fong 
  Bakers:   Shirley-Nancy Todd-Karen Ciardi   
Oct 1  Neighbors In Need 
10:30am Communion Prep:  Deb Glancy-Donna Ferro 
  Lay Leader:   Mark Flecchia 
  Head Usher:   Janine Towle 
  Ushers:   Janine-Chris  Stahlinski-Lucy Damiani-Carol Downing 
  Greeters:   Ginger Mungillo-Volunteer 
  Nursery:   Kristen Watanabe-Donna Flecchia 
  Flower Deliverer:  Bill Livezeyt 
  Collector:   Marge Zamanian 
  Coffee Hour:   John Heald-Everett Langley 
  Bakers:   John-Everett-Emily Deluca-Sally Willard  
 

If you cannot  participate  

in Worship or Nursery  

contact: 

Donna Flecchia  

at 781-272-4756 

 

If you cannot host/bake 

contact Janine Towle at 

781-272-7679 or 

msjaninetowle@gmail.com 
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September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Montessori 

School M-F 

8-5:30p 

    1 2 

3 

10:30a  

Communion 

Jacob Goodrich-

Byers Baptism 

Noon Murder 

Mystery  

Rehearsal 

4 

Labor Day! 

Office Closed 

 

 

7:30p AA 

5 

 

 

7:15p  

Deacons 

 

6 

1p C4C 

 

5:15p Youth Choir 

7:15p Choir 

7 

 

8 9 

10 

10:30a Worship 

Love offering 

 

 

Welcome  

Sunday Brunch 

Noon Solar Info 

3-5p Murder 

Mystery  

11 

 

 

3:30p Irish 

Step 

 

 

7:30p AA 

12 

 

10a  

Missions 

 

4-6p  

True 

North  

Pastor 

hours 

13 

 

1p C4C 

 

5:15p Youth Choir 

79p Scouts 

7:15p Choir 

14 

9-11a True 

North Pastor 

Hours 

15 

 

 

16 

17 

10:30a Worship 

Moment of 

Reflection 

 

3-5p Murder 

Mystery  

Rehearsal 

18 

 

3:30p Irish 

Step 

 

 

7:30p AA 

19 

4-6p  

True 

North  

Pastor 

hours 

 

7:15p PC 

20 

UCC  

Volunteers 

To Rosie’s Place 

1p C4C 

No Choirs 

7-9p Scouts 

 

21 

9-11a True 

North Pastor 

Hours 

 

4-5p Stroller 

Fitness  

7:30p Adult Ed 

22 

HILLTOP 

DEADLINE 

 

7p Murder  

Mystery  

Rehearsal 

23 

 

 

 

6pm 

Murder Mystery 

Dinner Show 

24 

 

 

10:30a Worship 

Red Wagon 

Team Awesome 

Recap 

Noon Called to  

Care 

Noon Confirma-

tion Class 

 

25 

 

 

3:30p Irish 

Step 

 

 

7:30p AA 

26 

4-6p  

True 

North  

Pastor 

hours 

27 

9:30a Hilltop 

Folding 

 

1p C4C 

No Choirs 

7-9p Scouts 

 

28 

9-11a True 

North Pastor 

Hours 

 

4-5p Stroller 

Fitness  

7:30p Adult Ed 

29 

 

6p Craft Night 

For all Ages! 

30 
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UCC   
6 Lexington Street  
Burlington, MA 01803  
Address Service Requested  
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