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Dear UCC Burlington Community, 
 
A poem for you, by Rev. Rachel G. Hackenberg: 
  

the heartache and 
the weariness and 
the “to do” list and 
the brokenness and 

the starling with its beautiful iridescence tapping at our window,  
seeking a shelter from the winter wind 

the frustration and 
the guilt and 
the fear and 
the news and 

the faraway line of white seagulls over the lake,  
dodging cold winter waves and then diving for their catch 

the questions and 
the struggle and 

the fight and 
the disbelief and 

the hand-carved ship ready to set sail from my Christmas tree branch where it hangs,  
eager for adventure 
the limitations and 

the grief and 
the longing and 

the disappointment and 
the short fat snowman rolled together on a bitterly cold day,  

because who can (or should) quell the determination of youth? 
find us, most merciful God, 

through the joys and the strains alike 
with beauty so simple and good news so plain 

that our heads are lifted and our tongues are loosened to sing. 
 
On Nov. 26th, our focus was ‘Mental Health + the Holidays,’ because this season can be  
challenging for all of us, but especially for those with mental illness or addiction. Whether 
you relate to this entire poem, or only parts of it, know that this Advent, there is a place for 
you at our church. I pray this in this season, as we wait for the one who welcomed all, from 
the shepherds, to the kings, to the livestock, we take the time to widen our welcome, as  
individuals, and as congregation. May you have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Angela V. Wells   
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CALMING CHRISTMAS SERVICE: DECEMBER 9TH AT 2:00PM 
 
This time of year can be challenging for many of us, for a variety of reasons. If you are feeling less 
than cheery, or if you just want to hit the 'pause' button for an hour, please join us for this sacred 
time of rest, renewal and reflection. It will help us realign our priorities, so hopefully we leave feeling a little 
more calm and centered. However you are feeling, know that you are welcome at this service.  
 

ADVENT! 
PARENTS: WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Each Sunday in Advent, we’d like your children to bring one of their toys to add to our manger scene during 
Children’s Time. The toys will stay there all the way through Christmas, so please make sure they don’t bring 
their favorite toys! They’ll be able to take them home after both of our Christmas Eve services. Also, if you 
could write their name somewhere on their toys, that would be great. Here’s the schedule: 
  
Dec. 3rd: Bring the animals!  
Have your child bring an animal toy to put in our manger that they think would have been present  
at Jesus’ birth. 
Dec. 10th: Bring the shepherds/people!  
Have your child bring the “shepherd” (or person) that they think would have been present at Jesus’ birth. 
Dec. 17th: Bring the angels!  
Have your child bring a toy that’s like an angel or a heavenly messenger, to add to our manger scene. 
Dec, 24th at 10:30am service: Bring the Marys and Josephs!  
Have your child bring a mom and/or a dad who would have been present at Jesus’ birth. 
  
Invite your child to get creative with this, to use their imagination! If you have any questions, please speak 
with Angela (RevWells@UCCBurlington.org) or Deb Raymond (angelfoods@msn.com). We can’t wait to  
celebrate Advent and prepare for Jesus’ birth each week with your children. 

                 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Join us on Sunday, December 24th for 4th Sunday of Advent worship service at 10:30am 

                                                                   Then…. 

               At 7pm we will have a family service of carols, candlelight and music 
       At 11pm we will have a service of communion, carols, candlelight, and music 

       All are welcome! 

TRUE NORTH PASTOR HOURS FOR DECEMBER! 
Please feel free to join Rev. Angela at True North Coffee Shop,  
Cambridge Street, Burlington on any of the dates below: 

 Tues., Dec. 5th from 4-6pm 
 Thurs., Dec. 7th from 9-11am 
 Tues., Dec. 12th from 4-6pm 
 Thurs., Dec. 14th- CANCELLED 
 Tues. Dec. 19th from 4-6pm 
 Thurs., Dec. 21st from 9-11am 
 Tues., Dec. 27th- CANCELLED 

                   Thurs., Dec. 28th- CANCELLED 

HOLIDAY SERENADE 
December 2, 2017  7 – 9pm 

Here at UCC 
 
 
 
 
 

 A Cappella Singers & Musical Talents  
from Berklee College of Music 

  
$15 Adults, $12 Seniors   

$5 Students (12-24 years old)  
under 12 FREE 

Tickets available now! 
  

Coffee/Tea/Cookies provided! 

mailto:angelfoods@msn.com
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ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  
LED BY CHRIS AND GARY STAHLINSKI 

 

We are trying something a little different for our next Bible Study during Advent.  We will read 1-2 of the 
Grimm’s Fairy Tales each week, analyze them for Biblical, moral and ethical themes and then align these  
themes with scripture. 
 
There will be no weekly reading to do before each class, but please bring your bible. 
 
We hope you will join us on Thursdays:  December 7, 14, and 21st.  Meet in the conference room at 7:30pm. 
 
Please see signup sheets a coffee hour or let Chris or Gary know if you will be attending.
(cmlynch51@yahoo.com 

Thank you, Special Musicians! 
Thank you to our own Aline Beck for filling in at the  
organ on the last Sunday of November, and to Lee  
Tirrell for sharing his talents as our soloist that day. 
We are also thankful for Sarah Clark, who will be our 
soloist at the Calming Christmas Service on Saturday, 
December 9 and on the First Sunday after Christmas, 
December 31.  And we are very grateful to Debbie Claar, 
who will be our soloist on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
December 24, at the morning service. 
 
Come and Sing for Christmas! 
We’d love to have you join us for Advent and Christmas!  
Come to our December rehearsals and join us as we  
prepare for our Christmas Eve services.  Please see the 
rehearsal schedule below.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Joe Stoddard at  
music@uccburlington.org or (781) 910-2640. 
 
December Rehearsals 
The Adult Choir will rehearse on the following dates: 
Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 7:15pm 
**Thursday, Dec. 14 at 7:15pm** 
Wednesday, Dec. 20 at 7:15pm 
 
Please note there will be no rehearsals on Wednesday, 
Dec. 13 or Wednesday, Dec. 27. 
The Youth Choir will rehearse as follows: 
Wednesday, December 6 at 5:15pm 
Wednesday, December 20 at 6:15pm 
 
Please note there will be no Youth Choir rehearsals on 
Wednesday, Dec. 13 or Wednesday, Dec. 27. 

 
Special Music for Christmas Eve 
The Adult and Youth Choirs will both sing for the 7pm 
service on Christmas Eve.  The adults will sing again at 
the 11pm service.  At both services, we will be treated 
to the music of violinist Lisa Brooke. 
 
Deacons’ Special Music Fund 
We are very grateful to Marion Braley-Freeman, who 
has made a donation to the Deacons’ Special Music Fund 
in honor of Joe Stoddard and the wonderful choir. 
 
Keep in touch! 
Email:  music@uccburlington.org 
Twitter: @uccbmusic 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/burlingtonchoirs 
Google+:  Joe Stoddard (music@uccburlington.org)  
 

NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY! 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON  

 

 

 

Would you like to get together with 
some of your church friends? 

We are holding a potluck Luncheon  
Wednesday, December 20th at Noon  

All are welcome!  

See our signup sheet!  

mailto:music@uccburlington.org
mailto:music@uccburlington.org
http://www.facebook.com/burlingtonchoirs
mailto:music@uccburlington.org
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CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE 
December is an exciting month for us. On Nov 29th we gathered together all the items we have 
made this year and sorted them for distribution. They will go to the Veteran’s, Mission of Deeds, 
Linus Foundation, Hospice, organizations who distribute to homeless people in Lowell and Cradle to  
Crayons. Also unused Christmas cards we have collected will go The Billerica House of Correction. 
 
We will meet on most of the Wednesdays in December. But check the weekly Blast to verify this.  
If you donate yarn or fabric to us please identify yourself as the donor so we can express our appreciation 
for your donation.  
 
After Christmas we will be collecting unsigned Christmas cards to give next December to the inmates at 
The Billerica House of Correction.   

ROSIE’S PLACE-BOSTON 
Our next day to volunteer in Boston 
will be January 3, 2018! If you would 
like to volunteer contact: 
Jan McSheffrey at afdove@verizon.net 
 
It involves preparing, cooking and 
serving lunch for homeless women in 
Boston! 

RED WAGON 
The LAST Sunday of the month we take a 
collection of specific items needed at the 
Burlington Food Pantry.  

 
We have been asked to collect the following: 

 

Vegetable Oil-Coffee-Tea-Flour-Sugar 
 
Please bring to worship on December 31st.  
We will bring these forward during the service! 

MISSIONS UPDATE! 

CLOTHING DRIVE 
WARM WINTER ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE LOWELL SHELTER! 

 
We are collecting used boots, winter jackets and warm gloves for the Lowell Transitional Living Center  
(aka Lowell Shelter). 
 
The LTLC provides dormitory style housing for 90Men and Women. During the cold weather they also provide 
"Winter Emergence Beds" for another 50 homeless men and women , (over the course of last winter they had 
over 500 different people ).  In addition they serve hundreds of hot meals per day. Many of these clients lack  
adequate cold weather clothing and boots.  
 
The LTLC has a good supply of most clothing but is always short on three items: 
Boots, Winter Jackets and Warm Gloves. Items can be very used as long as they are functional.  
Adult men and women sizes only. 
 
We will be collecting through the entire winter season, a collecting bin will be emptied each Sunday and brought 
to LTLC on Monday. 
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After a busy fall season, The CE committee and our director 
Deb Raymond have  planned lots of activities for young and 

older this advent season! 
 
Adult Education:   

For 4 weeks in December, Chris and Gary Stahlinski will 
guide  participants through a study of religious themes in  
Grimm’s Fairy Tales. 
 
Sunday School: 
After much practice during Sunday School, the children did a  
fabulous job singing Jesus Loves the Little Children in church 
11/19. We continue to learn the teachings of Matthew making 
posters to decorate our walls & performing a skits in costumes. 
 
20 Somethings: 
Nicole, Nina, Deb’s neice Ashly & Danny designed & ran the  
Children’s Fair. Great job & lots of fun! Deb Glancy won the donut 
grab throw down. Sorry Sarah, another loss. 
 
 

THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
 

Sun. 12/17 :  
The Pageant will be held during church. This year’s pageant will  
be ”The Kings Birthday” featuring Sunday School Children, High 
Schoolers & 20 Somethings. Included are many traditional  
Christmas hymns for the entire congregation to sing. 
  
The pageant will be followed by the traditional Shepherd’s pie  
and Angel Food Cake & Strawberries lunch.  Signup Sheets to  
make a Shepherd’s pie or bring Angel food Cake with Straw- 
berries will be available . All Sunday school age  
Children are encouraged to participate. It will be fun with  
singing, costumes and only  a few lines to speak for a few  
children. There will be only 1 rehearsal for the play on  
Sat. 12/16 - 10 AM – noon in the sanctuary. 
 
Sun. 12/24 7pm Christmas Eve Service  
One of the songs the Sunday School Children will learn for the  
Pageant, Joe Stoddard would like the Children to also sing at  
the Christmas Eve 7PM Service.  Please contact Joe Stoddard  
to let him know your children can sing that day.  
music@uccburlington.org 
 
Hoping all Sunday School children can make Sunday School  
from 11/26 – 12/17. We will be practicing pieces of the play  
each week & making some of our own costumes! 
 
Confirmation:  This year’s class has been busy meeting and  
planning their activities.  They and their mentors met to  
assemble Cleanup kits to be distributed to Hurricane victims.   
 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS  
FOR PHP 

As you begin to put up your Christmas  
decorations, keep in mind decorations you 
may no longer want can be donated to PHP. 
Just bring these to the church before  
December 10th.  Check lights to be sure 
they work and that all items are in good 
shape.  They will be  distributed to those 
families connected to the Burlington  
Pantry.  See bin outside the church office.  
Questions, contact Jan Costa at  
jancosta124@gmail.com 
 
Thank you and Merry Christmas! 

Present the certificate to your server and the 

UCC will receive 15% of your total purchase* 

every Tuesday during December! 

NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE’S 

4 Wayside Road Burlington, MA 

 

Valid: December 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th!   

*Excludes alcohol, Tax and Gratuity! 

 

(Certificate can be found at coffee hour) 

BUY GIFT CARDS FOR ALL 
YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING! 

Thinking of getting gift cards for Christmas 
gifts, or a nice thank you for someone who 

did a nice deed, or just a gift for someone in 
need.  Our gift card program makes it very 

easy, you don't have to go to a store!  
Order your gift card through 

www.ShopWithScrip.com (or use a  form at 
coffee hour and give your payment and form 

to Nancy Todd.) 
Every card you order a percentage goes to 
the church and you get your gift card at full 

face value!   
See the Shop With Scrip Facebook page to  

understand the ease of ordering cards online! 
 

Our deadline December 10th 
to receive your cards by December 17th  

 

NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION! 
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Congratulations to grandparents Sharon &  Paul McDonough on the birth of  their second granddaughter 

Hannah Talbaldi,  Daughter of Sarah and Steve and little sister to Zoey.  She was born October 24th at 7am 

weighing  7lbs!  Everyone is doing well, and very excited! 

JOYS! 

REINDEER SPARE PARTS 
 
If you have broken a part of a reindeer  
purchased at one of our fairs, speak to 
Dick Butler.  He has some spare  
antlers and legs. 

SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION 
Eversource has caused a delay  

which we have solved. Construction 
is scheduled to start Monday  

Dec 4 and is planned to be completed 
by Dec 14th. 

 
If all goes well the system will be  

commissioned and operational by 
new years.   

THE FALL FAMILY FAIR 2017 
What a warm autumn day we had for the Fair. The mood was festive 
in the Hall, we had a fun filled Children’s Fair, yummy lunch, bidding 
wars ensued over silent auction items, a delectable dinner was  
enjoyed (donated by Bertucci’s) then we closed the day with an  
entertaining live auction after dinner.  
 
The final total income has not been calculated but it is approximately 
$7800. Thanks to the generous donations from church members,  
the community & friends, there was $0 overhead for the entire day 
including Fair, Lunch,  Children’s Fair, Silent auction, Live auction, & 
Dinner. 
 
Thank you, Thank you to those of you that worked tirelessly to make 
this a successful event. Thank you to those that are out front that  
we see, those behind the scenes & those that make anonymous  
donations. Thanks to all of you that brought your neighbors, family  
& friends, this is what makes it a fun day! 
 
Deb Raymond, Cindy Gilpin 

Ken Leonard 
Conrad Fong 

Janice Grace's dad Ed Scott 
Mark Flecchia and his mom Vivian 

Steve Fennelly 
Ann Onthank 

Marion Braley Freeman 
Claire Simas's granddaughter Violet 

Bill Livezey's daughter-in-law's sister Susan 
Betty Knowles 

Jessy McNeil's brother Mel and sister Grace 
Barbara Garland 

Henry Knopp 
Jan Blandino and her great grandson Brandon  

Anne Stafford, a young friend Amanda  
and grandson Tyler 

Elizabeth King 
Chris Cahoon 

Dorothy Murdoch's granddaughter Meghan  
and son Bob 

Carol Downing's husband Ron 
Nick Ciano's Mom Jenny 

Tom Killilea. Bobbie & Tom's friend John,  
experimental drug for cancer treatments 

Dot Drinkwater 
Ruth Reddig 

Everett Langley's brother George 
John Heald’s sister Susan & Mom 
Aimee Tredeau's friend Amanda 

Ginger Mungillo’s son, Jim 
Fred Garside 

PEOPLE TO KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS! 

4 Janet Knudsen 
13 Andrew Olney 
15 Kristina Duran 
17 Michael Tredeau 
17 David McNeil 

18 Marion Braley Freeman 
18 Lance Olney 
18 Ellen Tredeau 
19 Lauren Costa 
26 Robert Stahlinski 

BIRTHDAYS! 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Dec 3 Communion Prep: Jessy McNeil-Marge Zamanian 

10:20a Lay Leader:  Lucy Damiani 

 Head Usher:  Janine Towle 

 Advent Candle Lighters: Pastoral Search Committee 

 Ushers:   Janine-Bill Hitchcock 

    Chris Stahlinski-Volunteer 

 Greeters:  Karen Butler 

 School:   Deb Raymond-Susan Eby 

 Flower Deliverer: Nancy Davis 

 Nursery:  Kristen Watanabe-Damalie Dakoye 

 Collector:  Barbara Moran 

 Coffee Hour:  Donna Flecchia  

 Bakers:   Donna-Cindy Phillips  

    -Barbara Nadaff    

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Dec 10 Lay Leader:  Laura Harder 

10:20a Head Usher:  Dave McNeil 

 Advent Candle Lighters: Debbie Claar 

 Ushers:   Dave-Kari Lynch 

    Karen Ciardi-Paul Raymond 

 Greeters:  Susan Eby 

 School:   Deb Raymond-Janice Grace 

 Nursery:  Kristen Watanabe 

    -Jan McSheffrey 

 Flower Deliverer: Marge Zamanian 

 Collector:  Marcia Rich 

 Coffee Hour:  Jan McSheffrey and Carol Downing 

 Bakers:   Jean Baker-Lynn Tirrell   

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT-Christmas Pageant 

Dec 17 Lay Leader:  Deb Glancy  

10:20a Head Usher:  Dick Butler 

 Advent Candle Lighters: Marcia Rich-John Getsinger 

 Ushers:   Dick and Karen Butler 

    Lucy Damiani-Mark Flecchia 

 Greeters:  Ginger Mungillo 

 School:   None today 

 Nursery:  Kristen Watanabe-Paul Raymond 

 Flower Deliverer: Cindy Phillips 

 Collector:  Everett Langley 

 Coffee Hour:  Christmas Pageant Lunch  

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 Dec 24 Lay Leader:  Craig Baker 

 10:20a Head Usher:  Everett Langley 

  Soloist:   Debbie Claar 

  Advent Candle Lighters: TBA 

  Ushers:   Everett-John Heald 

     Sam Flecchia-Mark Flecchia 

  Greeters:  Nancy Davis 

  School:   Deb Raymond-TBA 

  Nursery:  Kristen Watanable- Nicole Flecchia 

  Collector:  Dick Butler 

  Coffee Hour:  Chris Stahlinski 

  Bakers:   Chris-Nancy Todd-Susan Eby  

  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – 7PM 

 Lay Leader: Chris Stahlinski 

 Head Usher: Paul Raymond 

 4 Scripture Readers: TBA 

 Advent Candle  

      Lighters: Damiani Family 

 Ushers:  Paul Raymond-Volunteers 

 Greeters: Jan McSheffrey 

 Nursery: Kristen Watanabe–Volunteer 

 Collector: Dick Butler  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – 11pm 

 Communion Prep: Marge Zamanian  

 Lay Leader: Debbie Claar 

 Head Usher: Dave Ieradi 

 Candle Lighters:  TBA  

 Ushers:  Dave-Volunteers 

 Greeters: Janice Grace 

 Collector: Dick Butler  

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Day 

10:30a Lay Leader: Mark Flecchia   

 Soloist:  Sarah Clark 

 Head Usher: Bill Hitchcock 

 Ushers:  Bill-Gordon Brown 

   Barbara Moran-Janine Towle 

 Greeters: Jean Baker 

 School:  Deb Raymond-TBA 

 Nursery: Kristen Watanabe 

   -Sarah Goodrich 

 Collector: Carol Downing 

 Coffee Hour: Sunday School/CE 

Jan 7th Welcome 2018! 

10:30a Communion Prep Dave Ieradi  

 Lay Leader: Michael Lewis 

 Head Usher: Dave Hooper 

 Ushers:  Dave and Janet Hooper 

   Carol Downing-Sally Willard 

 Greeters: Kay Shute 

 School:  Deb Raymond-TBA 

 Nursery: Kristen Watanabe 

   -Nicole Flecchia 

 Collector: Wynelle Scenna 

 Coffee Hour: John Heald-Everett Langley 

 Bakers:  John-Everett 

   Jessy McNeil-Karen Welch 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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December 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Montessori 
School  
Mon-Fri 8-6p 

    1 2 
7-9p 
Holiday 
Serenade! 
Acapella! 

3 
1ST IN ADENT 
10:20a Carols 
10:30a  
Communion-
School 

4 
 
 
7:30p Trustees 
 
7:30p AA 
 

5 
Not Your Average 
Joe’s Fundraiser 
 
4-6p True North 
Pastor Hours 
6p SLAA  
7:15p Deacons 

6 
1p C4C 
 
5:15p Youth 
Choir 
7-9p Scouts 
7:15p Adult 
Choir 

7 
9-11a True  
North 
Pastor Hours 
 
7:30p 
Advent Bible 
Study 

8 9 
 
 
 
2pm  
Calming 
Christmas  
Service 

10 
2ND IN ADVENT 
10:20a Carols 
10:30a Worship 
School-Love 
Offering 
 
 

11 
 
6:15p CE Mtg 
7:30p AA 

12 
10a Missions 
Not Your Average 
Joe’s Fundraiser 
 
4-6p True North 
Pastor Hours 
6p SLAA  

13 Angela 
Out of town 
No Choir 
Rehearsals 
7-9p Scouts 
 

14 
No True  
North 
7:15p Adult 
Choir 
 
7:30p Advent 
Bible Study 

15 16 

17 
3RD IN ADVENT 
10:20a Carols 
10:30a Worship 
Christmas 
Pageant &  
Luncheon 

18 
 
 
7:30p AA 

19 
Not Your Average 
Joe’s Fundraiser 
 
4-6p True North 
Pastor Hours 
6p SLAA  
 
7:15p PC 

20 
 
Noon  
Christmas 
Luncheon 
 
6:15p Youth 
Choir 
7-9p Scouts 
7:15p Adult 
Choir 

21 
9-11a True  
North 
Pastor Hours 
 
7:30p Advent 
Bible Study 

22 
January 
Hilltop 
Herald 
Newsletter 
Articles 
Are due! 
 

23 

24 
4TH IN ADVENT 
10:20a Carols 
10:30a Worship 
CHRISTMAS 
EVE SERVICES 
7p Carols,  
Candlelight  
Family  
11p Communion 
Candlelight 
Carols 

25 
MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! 
 
 
 
 
730p AA 
 
(office closed) 

26 
 
Not Your Average 
Joe’s Fundraiser 
 
6p SLAA  
 
 
 
(office closed) 

27 
 
1p C4C 
 
No Choir 
Rehearsals 
 

28 
 
10:00a 
Hilltop  
Folding/  
Luncheon 

29 30 
 
Possible  
afternoon 
rental 

31 
HAPPY NEW 
YEAR’S EVE! 

10:30a Worship 
School-Red  
Wagon 

Jan 1, 2018 
Office closed 

 
Welcome 
2018! 
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POINSETTIAS FOR OUR CHRISTMAS SERVICES! 

 

Remember how beautiful the Sanctuary looked during Christmas! If you 

would like to buy a poinsettia for our Christmas Sunday and Christmas Eve 

services, please fill out the enclosed form and send it along with your payment 

($10.00 per plant) made out to the UCC on the memo line please write  

POINSETTIAS and deliver to the church office.   Deadline is Dec 17th 

POINSETTIA PLANT ORDER FORM 

  

Given by:  _____________________________________     In Memory of:  ________________________________________ 

  

No. of plants: ($10.00 each)  ________________   

 I wish to keep my plant:     ________________ 

 I wish to donate my plant:    ________________ 

 I will deliver a plant:    ________________ 

 I would like a plant delivered to: _______________________________________________________________________  

  

    (Please return your payment to the church office with the enclosed slip by Dec 17th! 
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UCC  
6 Lexington Street 
Burlington, MA 01803 
Address Service Requested 

 

DECEMBER 2017 


