Church goal and accompanying Scripture for 2017

Our church goal for 2017 is to change, adapt and grow into who God is calling us to
be, realizing this will empower us to think outside the box and challenge the status
quo.

Scripture: Isaish 43:19

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 20
CAROLS AT 10:20AM




WORSHIP AND LOVE OFFERING AT 10:30AM

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

December 10th - Second Sunday of Advent

Lay Leader Laura Harder

Head Usher Dave McNeil

Advent Candle Lighter = Debbie Claar

School Deb Raymond-Janice Grace
Nursery Kristen Watanabe-Jan McSheffrey
Collector Marcia Rich

Coffee Hour Jan McSheffrey-Carol Downing
Bakers Jan-Carol-Jean Baker-Lynn Tirrell

Dec. 10th: Bring the shepherds/people! Have your child bring the “shepherd” (or person) that
they think would have been present at Jesus’ birth.

December 17th-THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT-Christmas Pageant*

Lay Leader: Deb Glancy

Head Usher: Dick Butler

Advent Candle Lighters: Marcia Rich-John Getsinger
School: None today

Nursery: Kristen Watanabe-Paul Raymond
Collector: Everett Langley

Coffee Hour: Christmas Pageant Lunch

*We are in need of the following food items for the Luncheon following the pageant:
2 Shepherd pies

5 Angel food cakes (they can be bought!!) and strawberries

2 Cider

See signup sheet at coffee hour, or RSVP here and we can add your name to the list.

Beloved Community,



I don't quite know how to put into words my deep gratitude for the surprise
celebration on Sunday, but I will try. Your kindness, love, generosity and joy
were overwhelming. I am sure that I'll feel buoyed up by your love and
appreciation for a long time to come. I have known for a while that I am home in
our church, but the celebration on Sunday just reinforced those feelings. Our
community is where I belong, and I hope that each of you feel a sense of
belonging as well, because we are all needed to create the faithful, vibrant
community that makes up UCC Burlington. It is a deep privilege to be your
pastor, a title that I try to do right by, everyday. Sometimes I falter, and I thank
you for your grace and compassion when that happens. May this milestone be
one among many that we will mark together, as I pray that we will share in many
more years of continued ministry. Thank you, thank you, thank you again, for
the celebration, and for placing your trust in me, not only 5 years ago when I was
a mere 25 years old, but everyday, because that's what allows me to be your
pastor, your trust day in, and day out. Thank you, from the bottom of my heart.

Love,
Angela

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday Dec 5
Not your Average Joe's Fundraiser
4-6p True North Pastor Hours
7:00p Deacons Meeting (a bit earlier tonight)
Wednesday Dec 6
1:00pm Crafting for a Cause
5:15pm Youth Choir
7:15pm Adult Choir
Thursday Dec 7
9-11am True North Pastor Hours
7:30pm Advent Bible Study

Saturday Dec 9
2pm Calming Christmas Service




Sunday Dec 10
2nd Sunday of Advent

10:20am Carol singing
10:30am Worship-School-Love offering

BIBLE STUDY DURING ADVENT

We are trying something a little different for our next Bible Study during Advent. We will

read 1-2 of the Grimm’s Fairy Tales each week, analyze them for Biblical, moral and ethical

themes and then align these themes with scripture.
There will be no weekly reading to do before each class, but please bring your bible.

We hope you will join us on Thursdays:
December 7, 14, and 21st. Meet in the conference room at 7:30pm.

Please see signup sheets a coffee hour or let Chris or Gary know if you will be attending at

cmlynch51@yahoo.com

‘1,, For more than 25 years, my mother, whose nickname is Dot, had
THE TRUE' MEANING O& been giving each of the four children of her college roommate a
C H Eﬁ‘ T m Fﬁ‘ Christmas gift with “dots” on it. She had given them a ceramic

- pitcher, planter, plate, bowl and mug. When we couldn’t find any
; other ceramics, she began to give other things — napkins, scarves,
and then cocktail napkins, boxes of kleenex, paper plates. We were
getting desperate, all of us spending months each year searching
for something with “dots” on it for Mom to give these families.

Then, about 5 years ago, a gift catalog came from Heifer
International with a photo of a grinning family surrounding a large
polka-dotted pig. Suddenly a wonderful new tradition was born!
That year, and every year since then, my mom has made a Heifer
donation of a spotted pig in honor of these four families. Gone is
the stress of searching and searching for a gift with “dots” on it.
And no longer do these four families have to pretend to be pleased
with yet another dotted gift that they do not really want at all.

It is so easy — just go to www.heifer.org/catalog, or telephone 855-




848-6437. You can give a life-changing gift. Make a difference in
the world by changing the life of families in need who receive the
livestock you help to provide. For the first time in their lives, those
families will know the dignity of self-reliance, and be able to put
food on the table and earn income for clean water, medicine,
school, and safer homes.

You can do it online, or by mailing a check. You can choose the
Honor Card you like best to be sent to you, sent directly to your
family or friends, printed by you to be given or mailed, or email
them yourself.

I have posted this year’s Heifer Christmas Catalog on the Missions
bulletin board. Take a look. It’s a win for everyone!

Merry Christmas!

Nancy Todd

Advent Candle Lighters: Needed!

A special tradition during the Advent Season is to mark the passing weeks by lighting our
(new!) Advent Wreath each Sunday. Would you, or your family, or a group of friends, like to
light the wreath one Sunday? Please be in touch with Angela if you are interested. We need
people on Dec. 24th at 10:30am for our morning service. Thank you!

Calming Christmas Service on December 9th 2pm

Please mark your calendars for our Calming Christimas Service which will be
on Saturday, Dec. 9th at 2:00pm. This will be another opportunity for people
decompress and connect with God during this busy season.




CHURCH FUNDRAISERS

AVERAGE

"NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE'S"

Present the certificate to your server and the UCC will receive 15% of your total
purchase*®
every Tuesday during December!

NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE’S
4 Wayside Road Burlington, MA

Valid: December 5th, 12th, 19th and 26!
*Excludes alcohol, Tax and Gratuity!

(Certificate can be found at coffee hour)

AND..

Buy Gift Cards for All Your Holiday Shopping!

Thinking of getting gift cards for Christmas gifts,
or a nice thank you for someone who did a nice deed,
or just a gift for someone in need.
Our gift card program makes it very easy, you don't have to go to a store!

Order your gift card through www.ShopWithScrip.com
(or use a form at coffee hour and give your payment and form to Nancy Todd.)

Every card you order a percentage goes to the church and you get your gift card at full face
value!

See the Shop With Scrip Facebook page to
understand the ease of ordering cards online!



Our deadline is December 10th
to receive your cards by December 17th

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AND ORNAMENTS FOR
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE!

Donate: In good condition (but no longer wanted)

Volunteers from our church have arranged with People Helping People to set up a table at
the food distribution site to give away Christmas decorations. People who wish to, may take
these decorations home for use at no cost to them. If you would like to pass on your
extra, no longer needed Christimas decorations, please bring them to the
church office by Sunday — December 10.

Please package them neatly so we may display them, and make certain they are in good
condition and that lights, etc. are working. Thanks! If you have questions, contact Jan Costa
(jancosta124@gmail.com)

LOWELL TRANSITIONAL HOUSING NEEDS!!

The Lowell Transitional Living Center (aka Lowell
Shelter) is short on travel size toothpaste.

Also needed is gently used winter clothing. Yes,
gloves, hats, jackets. Remember that it's for homeless
people, so stuff that's waterproof/very durable would
probably be best. See the bins outside the church office.




WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL HELP!
CE will be providing signup sheets for nursery and Sunday
school substitute teachers and assistants. Please sign up if
you're able. It has proven to be a rewarding experience for
volunteers and the CE program
could not continue without it!

CHILDREN'S TIME DURING ADVENT

Parents: We need your help!

Each Sunday in Advent, we’d like your children to bring one of their toys to add to our
manger scene during Children’s Time. The toys will stay there all the way through Christmas,
so please make sure they don’t bring their favorite toys! They’ll be able to take them home
after both of our Christmas Eve services. Also, if you could write their name somewhere on
their toys, that would be great. Here’s the schedule:

Dec. 10t: Bring the shepherds/people! Have your child bring the “shepherd” (or
person) that they think would have been present at Jesus’ birth.

Dec. 17th: Bring the angels! Have your child bring a toy that’s like an angel or a heavenly
messenger, to add to our manger scene.

Dec, 24t at 10:30am service: Bring the Marys and Josephs! Have your child bring a
mom and/or a dad who would have been present at Jesus’ birth.

Invite your child to get creative with this, to use their imagination! If you have any questions,
please speak with Angela (RevWells@UCCBurlington.org) or Deb Raymond
(angelfoods@msn.com). We can’t wait to celebrate Advent and prepare for Jesus’ birth each
week with your children.
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Choir Members
WMeelcome!

Keep in touch!
Email: music@uccburlington.org
Twitter: @uccbmusic
Facebook: www.facebook.com/burlingtonchoirs
Google+: Joe Stoddard (music@uccburlington.org).

SOLAR POWER FOR OUR CHURCH
UPDATE!

Work has begun at the church and will run about 10 days!

Please let Dave Ierardi (cell 508-692-8684) know if you
have any questions.

Team Solar Light of Christ
Angela Wells, Conrad Fong, Chris Stahlinski, Michael
Lewis, Dave Ierardi
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PASTOR HOURS!

Please join Rev. Angela at True North Coffee Shop on
Tuesdays from 4:00-6:00pm and Thursdays from 9-11am.

True North is located at 204 Cambridge St. in Burlington. Occasionally she has to change her
hours, so please keep an eye on the weekly email for any such changes. But otherwise, you
can count on her being there during those hours. Please don’t hesitate to stop by!



Alex Lewis upcoming surgery

Deb Glancy on the passing of friend Mario
Janine Towle's aunt - minor surgery
Mike Deluca's sister-in-laws Mom
Ken Leonard
Conrad Fong
Janice Grace's dad Ed Scott
Mark Flecchia and his mom Vivian
Steve Fennelly
Ann Onthank
Marion Braley Freeman
Claire Simas's granddaughter Violet
Bill Livezey's daughter-in-law's sister Susan
Betty Knowles
Jessy McNeil's brother Mel and sister Grace
Barbara Garland
Henry Knopp
Jan Blandino and her great grandson Brandon
Anne Stafford, a young friend Amanda and grandson Tyler
Elizabeth King
Chris Cahoon
Dorothy Murdoch's granddaughter Meghan and son Bob
Carol Downing's husband Ron
Nick Ciano's Mom Jenny
Tom Killilea. Bobbie & Tom's friend John, experimental drug for cancer treatments
Dot Drinkwater
Ruth Reddig



Everett Langley's brother George
John Heald’s sister Susan & Mom
Aimee Tredeau's friend Amanda
Ginger Mungillo’s son, Jim
Fred Garside

And all those effected by the recent hurricanes, fires and violence worldwide!
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