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HILLTOP HERALD NOVEMBER 2020

Dear Church Family,

Ahhh, it's one of my favorite times of the year, fall, which means... Thanksgiving!

Rev. Angela V. Wells-Bean
v-4ng As I write this, November is just around the corner. I have told you in the past about

Past
astor how much I love the holiday of Thanksgiving because the focus is simply on gratitude.
Sally Willard No presents to buy, no decorations put up by your neighbors which make you feel like
Moderator yours are inferior. This holiday is about gratitude, good food, loved ones, and if you're
lucky, an opportunity to volunteer at our church’s In-Gathering. What more could you
CONTENTS want in a holiday?! Well... it might feel kind of hard to be excited about celebrating a

holiday revolving around gratitude if you aren’t feeling very grateful. After all, this past
week, Dr. Fauci cautioned us against getting together with loved ones for the holiday.
Harrumph. Let’s be honest, 2020 has been a doozy of a year, should we even celebrate
Thanksgiving at all? Yes, I'll tell you why...

Pastor Message 1
On-Line Auction 2

Deacons [ was speaking with a friend of mine recently who is a nurse in Florida, she

3
Gatherings 3 works directly with patients who have Covid-19. She said that what keeps her going is
Interfaith Service 3 thinking about all the people who are safe in their homes because of her and all the
Anti-Racism Info 3 other essential personnel who go to work every day. They are putting themselves at
risk so that we can be safe. She said, “the least you can do while you’re social distancing
is to be grateful for what you have. Be grateful that you have your health, delicious food,
reliable internet to connect with friends and family. Distance learning is awful but be
grateful that you have the technology and your community has the educators to make it

Moderator Note 4
Finance and
Stewardship 4

Key Fob Update 4 possible.” Lastly, she said, “be grateful that you don’t have the Coronavirus. | have seen
o what it does to people. It's awful. There’s weakness, fatigue, hair loss, loss of taste and
Missions 5 smell, muscle aches, the list goes on... and this is after people have recovered.” Of course,

'C4.C her message was for me, as someone who hasn’t gotten it, and it’s for all of you who
'Wl_Sh Tree have been lucky enough to avoid the virus. And if you have gotten it, you can be thankful
-Snippets you're alive.
-Clothing Needs

o So, this Thanksgiving season, it might feel like we don’t have much to be grateful
Christian Ed 6 for, especially if your holiday will look different this year with less people around the

) table. But please remember to take a moment to express gratitude for all that you do
M_USIC Notes 7 have, if for no other reason than because we owe that much to all of our essential
Gift Card Program 7 workers who have worked so hard to keep us safe this past year.
Food Drive &

And I do hope that you're able to enjoy delicious food with at least one loved

In-Gathering 8 one this Thanksgiving, and that enough is reason to be thankful.
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ONLINE AUCTION

NOVEMBER 7 - NOVEMBER 14

Here are the auction details:
It will be live online from Nov. 7th-Nov. 14th. You'll receive the website link for the auction
a few days before it begins, and it will be accessible from our church website.

On Saturday, Nov. 14th at 7pm we will have a Zoom Auction Party! We'll go through the
items one by one, announcing winners and encouraging people to bid higher! Mark your
calendars for Saturday night, Nov. 14th at 7pm. If you can't participate in the Zoom party,
that's okay, all the bidding will take place through the website. As the auction nears its end,
you'll need to keep an eye on your items to see if you've been outbid. You'll also receive
email notifications regarding your bidding status. All payments will be received through
credit cards online.

We encourage you to share the auction website far and wide and invite friends, neighbors

and family members to participate. However, each item will say whether it can be shipped
or not. Some items will have to be picked up at church; something to be mindful of for bid-
ders who are not local.

How and what to donate:

We are looking for the following: Timeshares, Vacation homes, Pet sitting, Dinnerware,
Glassware, Baskets with themes, Baskets from businesses, Sports equipment, Dinners,
Tea parties or other experiences, Wine, Jewelry, Crafts, Woodworking, Artwork, Auto-
graphs, Collectibles, Rounds of Golf, Gift cards for florists, salons, fitness centers,
restaurants, auto repair, grocery stores, etc. The possibilities are nearly endless!

Our only request is that unless something is antique or collectible, that it be brand new.

Kari Lynch is coordinating all donations. You can contact her with questions

at digby@rcn.com. All items need to be dropped off at church by Monday, Nov. 2nd.
That is a hard deadline, as we need time to get all the items uploaded onto the auction
website. When you drop off your item, you'll be asked to fill out a form with a description
of it, along with its value and the minimum price at which you think it should be sold.

The form is attached for your convenience.

The people coordinating the auction are: Kari Lynch, Joan Zink, Deb Raymond and
Rev. Angela Wells-Bean. You can speak with any of us if you have questions.

Our goal is to raise $5,000.00 and WE CAN DO IT, but we all have to do our part! Thank you
for helping us make this auction a success and we hope you can join us for the auction party
on Nov. 14th at 7pm!
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The selection of an interim pastor for Angela’s parental leave (March 1-May 31) was discussed.
The person chosen to cover the 2020 sabbatical leave is not available so we need to seek other
candidates. An interview committee was chosen and all Deacons will have a chance to hear and
weigh in on recordings of applicants’ sermons. Two people have applied as of mid-October and
the Deacons would like to reach agreement with the final choice in December.

The 2021 budget was discussed and voted. Some items, such as music, special musicians,
fellowship, and worship supplies, are hard to predict as the date we can safely return to the
sanctuary is unknown.

Memorial funds were received in honor of Gim Fong and Roger and Ruby Plaisted.

The November meeting was rescheduled to the 10th to avoid conflict with watching election

results.
SOCIAL/SPIRITUAL GATHERINGS

TOPIC Day Date Time Facilitator
Favorite Bible Passages Tuesday November 10 10AM Rev. Angela
Jeopardy Tournament Saturday November 14 6PM Deb Raymond
Favorite Bible Passages Monday November 16 7PM Rev. Angela
Social Gathering Friday November 20 9:30AM Chris Stahlinski
Jeopardy Tournament Saturday December 5 6PM Deb Raymond

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE ANTI-RACISM ACCOUNTABILITY GROUP
ALL ARE WELCOME!

£ =, The Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving
~ + Service will take place on Monday We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of
>~ evening November 23rd. It will be a each month on Zoom at 7pm. Each gathering
live service (most likely on Zoom), covers a different topic in regards to society and
and will have some pre-recorded racism. Please email Pastor Angela for the Zoom
elements. Stay tuned for details on when and link, we'd love to have you join us.

how to join us for this sacred annual event.




FROM THE MODERATOR

season. | hope you and your family and friends will be healthy and

i Wishing all a safe, peaceful and thankful transition to the holiday

safe during this tough time and the weeks ahead.

Thanks to everyone who attended the Special Meeting of the Congregation to vote to replace our
oil tanks. The article was voted favorably and the tanks will have been replaced by the time you're
reading this.

Sally Willard

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

It's almost that time of year again... time for our annual Stewardship

Campaign! It will launch on Stewardship Sunday, November 1st and

¥ the campaign will wrap up on In-Gathering Sunday, November 22nd.
& You are going to LOVE this year's campaign theme and you won't want

™ to miss the upcoming services as we'll have a special series of short

i videos featuring some of our church members.

You will receive your stewardship packets in the mail. Our goal is to mail them out so you'll receive
them before Stewardship Sunday. It will also include the Time and Talent Survey which has been
updated to reflect our church's changing needs in light of the pandemic, so keep your eye on your
mailbox for that packet. Please start to prayerfully consider how you feel called to love and support
the church in the upcoming year.

Our hope is that you'll be able to return your pledge cards and Time and Talent Surveys before
In-Gathering Sunday on November 22nd. In the meantime, if you have any questions about this
year's campaign or the opportunities outlined in the Time and Talent Survey, feel free to reach
out to either of us.

Sincerely,
Gail Ciano and John Heald

KEY FOB SYSTEM AT THE CHURCH

We have a new security system at the church. We have given out key fobs to those people who are in need
such as committee chairs, fundraising volunteers, etc. We only have a limited amount of fobs. If you need to
have access to the church, please note we have the option of opening the door for you remotely. Just ring the
bell, we can see who it is, and remotely open the door for you.




MISSIONS UPDATE!

CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE WISH TREE at the BURLINGTON MALL
If your mask needs to be replaced we still are
producing them. Besides masks we do have Our volunteers dates at the Burlington
prayer shawls if you know of someone who would Mall this season are:
benefit from the warmth and love these shawls repre-
sent. We will meet on Thursdays at 1pm in Sewall Hall Monday, November 29th 11-7pm and
(outside if weather is nice). Monday, December 6th from 11-7pm
If you do knit or crochet, we are giving hats and scarves Aline Beck is our contact person for scheduling.
to the Lowell Transitional Living Center and are looking Please contact Aline at alineabeck@yahoo.com
into giving some to the People Helping People Wish Tree. if you would like to volunteer!

We need high school adult hats, scarves; youth hats,
mittens, scarves, and toddler hats and mittens. You can
drop off finished projects at the church office Mon-Thur

9-3pm. If you need a pattern, yarn, a mask or a prayer
shawl please contact Bobbie or Susan Eby.

MISSIONS SNIPPETS

Even with a pandemic, the mission outreach work of our church is ongoing. Volunteers will be

helping at the Wish Tree in the mall for two days in December. As soon as we know those dates, we will
publicize them. If there is anyone who hasn’t volunteered yet to help out at the Wish Tree and is interested,
please contact Aline Beck. The underwear and pajama collection is being organized and the information about
this drive be included in a Weekly Blast and a Sunday Bulletin.

Jane Mclninch, one of the coordinators of the People Helping People Food Pantry, shared with us on Missions
Sunday how the pantry has adapted to meet the challenges of the pandemic. These include distribution of food
to increased numbers of people, changes to the way the pantry distributes food in order to keep both workers
and clients safe and an increase in the amount of food that is gathered, stored and distributed by the Pantry.
Even the way the In Gathering is organized has to change. It will be held at St. Mark’s church this year; clients
will drive up and volunteers will place the Thanksgiving meal directly into their cars.

In October, Missions made a contribution to the Southern New England Conference of the UCC.
Before the end of the year, Neighbors in Need, Blanket Sunday and One Great Hour of Sharing will also receive
donations.

We are not able to take any more donations for Sister Joyce (Project Care and Concern in Boston). The shop is
not open as yet during this COVID-19 crisis.

SISTER JOYCE CLOTHING COLLECTION
Due to the current COVID crisis, at this time Sister Joyce is unable to take any of our clothing donations .
The shop is not open for folks to go in and sort etc. Please do not drop off any more clothing donations for

Sister Joyce at this time.
J

.  DONATION ‘<

B

LOWELL TRANSITIONAL LIVING CENTER

HOWEVER...if you have any heavy winter coats, sweatshirts, sweat pants, jeans, heavy sweaters for MEN
AND WOMEN the Lowell Transitional Living Center will be more than happy to take them. There is a bin
here at church for just those type of donations. P.S.Heavy socks and gloves are always welcome!
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NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN ED!

We have had absolutely gorgeous fall Sundays to have Sunday school LIVE! Outdoors. We have met by the “River”
we created in the back lot, Walked to the Sewall House marker & made Halloween decorations.

2020 CALENDAR / SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 10:30 -11:30

10/25 Zoom Sun Sch- God group 11/1 Sun Sch Outside - ALL

11/8 Zoom Sun Sch - Jesus group 11/14 6 PM Jeopardy Tournament

11/15 Skelton Hall, Sewall Hall-ALL 11/22 Zoom Sun Sch - God group

11/29 Zoom Sun Sch - Jesus group 12/5 6 PM Jeopardy Tournament

12 /6 Zoom Sun Sch to practice -ALL 12 /13 Sun Sch in Sanctuary Christmas Program ALL
12 /20 Zoom Sun Sch - God group 12/27 Zoom Sun Sch - ALL

HALIOWEEN PARADE

TRV
N
Halloween parade Sat. 10/31 5 PM ‘k 1‘\@[

CE decided to hold a Halloween parade. Due to COVID restrictions, it is for Nursery & Sunday School kids only
and their immediate family. The Lexington Street side of the property will be transformed in to a spooky, fun
Halloween walk for the kids to safely parade through.

How the parade works for parents & Kids: Kids & parents dress in your best Halloween costume. Parents can
decorate your cars or decorate your van and sit in the back. Families will park their vehicle in the church parking
lot, leaving one space between your car and the next car. Everyone must stay in their vehicle or stand at the end of
the vehicle. Just the kids parade, or nursery kids with parents. Ropes will be knotted every 6’ for paraders to hold
onto to ensure 6’ distance. Family members can be together. Nursery kids can be held or in stroller with parent/
guardian.

Depending on number of participants there will be 2 or 3 parades (10 PARTICIPANTS AT A TIME PARADING),
all others remain at their car.

We will miss having all our friends & family from past years that have attended, BUT... the parade will be live on
Zoom on the regular Sunday church zoom link. TO WATCH: Click https://us04web.zoom.us/j/756975189

So put it on your calendar 10/31 5PM to see the spooky, fun, CE kids, & maybe parents costumes!
Assistance decorating the church yard would be much appreciated. Decorating at church 10/31 3:30 PM.
Please contact Deb if you can decorate. Text or call 857-373-9156, email: angelfoods@msn.com

INTERGENERATIONAL

TOURNAMENT UPDATE

Game 1, Sat 9/26/20 4 contestants participated in a lively match between Aline, Deb G, Paul & Sally. Sally was
victorious and emerges as the 1st person for the final Jeopardy match in December.

No contestants for the 10/20 match.

Next match Sat 11/14/20 at 6pm . We already have 2 people signed up. Come on down! Fun family event too.
You can play as an individual, or a team of 2 or more that can sit together as a group. This is the final tournament
before the FINAL JEOPARDY game in December, (unless there is interest in another tournament).

Please sign up no later than Fri 11/14 at 5 PM.

HOW IT WORKS: Individual Jeopardy matches, up to 10 participants, will be held on different dates in Sewell
Hall . People interested will sign up for 1 of the available dates. Person/group will sit 6’ from the next participant
at the match, masks required. There will be an ‘Alex’ posing the questions. The participants at each match will
play the 2 Jeopardy rounds and in a Final Jeopardy. The high scorer will advance to the finals. The match will take
45 min - 1 hour. At least 1 question for kids in each category.

The available dates are Sat. 11/14 and 12/5. If the matches are completed by 12/5, the Finals will be held
in January. Contact Deb Raymond Cell/Text: 857-373-9156 or email angelfoods@msn.com
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Thank you, Special Musicians!
Our volunteer musicians continue to give of their time and talent to enrich our Sunday

morning worship services. We are very grateful to all those who provided solos and duets
in October: Debbie Claar, Sarah Clark, Julie Lewis, Laura Nowell, Liz and Chris Silva, Deana and Aimee
Tredeau and Sarah Clark.

Music for Ingathering
In-Gathering (Thanksgiving) Sunday will be November 22nd this year. Usually we have a trumpet player,

but this year we are trying something new! Our special music will be provided by Debbie Claar and her
singing partner in the duo The Three of Cups, Ann-Marie Messbauer. Ann-Marie’s principal instrument is
the violin, so we will be treated to her beautiful violin music during worship that day.

Music in November

We are blessed to have many musicians sharing their talents with us in November!

November 1st: Hope Calandrelli will offer a solo on the piano /Debbie Claar will lead our hymn-singing
November 8th:  Mark Omobono, soloist

November 15t: Laura Nowell, soloist

November 22rd: Qur soloist Debbie Claar will be joined by singer and violinist Ann-Marie Messbauer
November 29th: Sarah Clark, soloist

Singers and Instrumentalists Needed
Since we are continuing to offer worship online, we need singers and instrumentalists to share their talents

with us on Sunday mornings. You can volunteer to sing or play just one solo during the service, or you can
volunteer to lead the singing for the entire service or do anything in-between! You do not have to be a reg-
ular Choir member to volunteer. If you'd like to offer your skills, please contact Joe Stoddard at mu-

sic@uccburlington.org or (781) 346-3900.

Keep in touch!

Email: music@uccburlington.org
Twitter: @uccbmusic
Facebook: www.facebook.com/burlingtonchoirs

AN\
i GIFT CARD PROGRAM
ORDER DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 29—Gift Cards arrive by DECEMBER 11

Buy your gift cards through “ShopwithScrip" and a percentage will be donated to the church, at no cost
to you! If you would like to get a gift card to thank someone, or give as a gift there is a great list online of
vendors that participate in this program

You can go online to www.ShopwithScrip.com, create an account with BB483284315L1 as your enrollment
code (to link your order to our church account). Place your order online, and send a check to UCC, with
“Gift Cards” on the memo line. Or feel free to contact Nancy Todd for help ordering.

AMAZON SMILE
Another easy (and no extra cost) way to help the church is to shop at AMAZONSMILE.com. Choose the
church as your non-profit selection and a percentage of what you spend comes back to us!
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2020 THANKSGIVING INGATHERING DINNER DISTRIBUTION
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This year our distribution will be Sunday, 11/22 from 2pm to 5pm; families will pickup their

dinners by driving through the parking lot at St. Mark’s & the Burlington Food Pantry. In addition, if
needed, dinners will be delivered with advance signup. To accommodate these changes, we will be
collecting and bagging dinners, in advance. We will need volunteers, spread out over three events, to
allow for social distancing. Masks will be required.

Our Schedule is at St. Mark’s Church
Saturday 11/7, 10am to 2Zpm-Town Wide Thanksgiving Food Drive
Saturday 11/21, 1pm to 4pm-Prepare Food for Distribution
Sunday 11/22, 2pm to 5pm Distribution of Dinners by Drive-Through Pickup
or 12pm to 2pm for Delivery

Town Wide Thanksgiving Food Drive
In lieu of our Thanksgiving food collection at UCC on In-Gathering Sunday, this year,

please participate in this food drive.

Please bring or arrange for pickup* of your Thanksgiving donations to St. Mark's at 10 St. Mark's Rd,
Burlington, to be dropped off straight from your car in this drive-through style food drive.

As a reminder, the items we collect for In-Gathering Sunday are:

Stuffing (bags or boxes)

Cranberry Sauce

Gravy

Chicken Broth

Canned Corn

Cornbread Mix

Mayonnaise

*Pickup--to have your donation picked up at your home, please contact Deana Tredeau,

781-835-5550, email deanatredeau@gmail.com.

Julie Lewis will be scheduling our volunteers. Please review the volunteer needs below. To volunteer,
please contact Julie, 617-281-8670, email jalewis@gmail.com.

Volunteers Needed:

Saturday, 11/7, 11am-2pm - 2 people to sort and store canned/boxed goods (heavy lifting)

Saturday, 11/21, 1pm-4pm - 4 people to sort Produce items into smaller bags (light to moderate duty)

Saturday, 11/21, 1pm-4pm - 6 people to pack canned and boxed goods into shopping bags
(moderate lifting) could be 2-3 teens

Sunday, 11/22, 12pm-2pm - 8 people to make deliveries (moderate lifting)

Sunday, 11/22, 1:30pm-5pm -6 people for carrying bags to car, loading bags from hall into carts, etc
(moderate and heavy lifting)

Sunday, 11/22, 5pm-7pm - 4 people for cleanup crew (heavy lifting)
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525 Thox
Lewis Family

Pat Angelo’s grandson Jack, diagnosed with cancer
Wynelle Scenna

Lynn & Lee Tirrell's brother-in-law Don

Scott Carpenter

Charlotte Blaney's daughter-in-law Carey

Pastor Angela's Mom Kim

David lerardi son Dano and partner Alisha
Prayers for Brianna

Kelly Sievert's brother, Geoff

Friend of Aimee Tredeau, Mercedees and her kids,
Malki and Zaire

Pastor Bruce recovering from acute leukemia
Mark Flecchia’s mother Vivian who recently fell
Carol and Ron Downing's brother Charlie

Carol's sister-in-law Joan

Barbara Leonard

Claire Simas and her grandson

Anne Stafford, son Bill and grandson Zach

Jan Costa

Joe Stoddard's mom Lillian

Betty and Woody Knowles, their friend Janet Hur-
ley

Sarah Clark's mother-in-law Sandra

Roberta Low's friend Doug

Anna Karwan and her family

Joyce Carpenter's Nephew

/

/—&/—/

Bill Beyer's sister Jane Moberg and friend Frank
Kendra Griep's grandfather

Luella Brown

Alan Wright's friend Seth's Dad

Jean Bastos

J. Beyers (Relative of Kate)

Dave Williamson

Rev. Elizabeth King

Jan Blandino

Bobbie Martino

Barbara Garland

Jessy McNeil's brother Mel and sister Grace
Henry Knopp

Dot Drinkwater

Ruth Reddig

Everett Langley's brother George

John Heald’s sister Susan & Mom

Jim Mungillo

All our Poll Workers!

Our First Responders!

All our caregivers, military here and abroad,
and Urgent Care workers!

BE SAFE!

Chris Silva

Billy Forbush
Elizabeth Silva
Scarlett Costa
Cameron Bonnell
Elizabeth Forbush
6 Ken Keyser

10 Geoffrey Fong

10 Collin Sears

11 Keri Beyer

NU1TU1TWDN =

18 Aline Beck

19 Marcia Rich

21 Thelma Tibbitts
21 Jeremy Todd
21 Barbara Nee

22 Rollie Damiani
23 Carol Downing
29 Liam Egan

29 Kiera Egan




WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Join us each Sunday at 10:30am on

Zoom Livestream—Ilink is on our website
Uccburlington.org

November 1 Communion Sunday Zoom Livestream 10:30am

Pastor: Rev. Angela Wells-Bean
Organist: Joe Stoddard, Jr.

Lay Leader: Chris Stahlinski

Music: Hope Calandrelli

Sunday School: Deb Raymond

November 8 Worship Zoom Livestream 10:30am
Pastor: Rev. Angela Wells-Bean
Organist: Joe Stoddard, Jr.

Lay Leader: Lucy Damiani

Music: Mark Omobono

Sunday School: Deb Raymond

November 15 Worship Zoom Livestream 10:30am
Pastor: Rev. Angela Wells-Bean
Organist: Joe Stoddard, Jr.

Lay Leader: Debbie Claar

Music: Laura Nowell

Sunday School: Deb Raymond

November 22 Worship Zoom Livestream 10:30am
In-Gathering Sunday

Pastor: Rev. Angela Wells-Bean

Organist: Joe Stoddard, Jr.

Lay Leader: Marcia Rich

Music: Debbie Claar-Anne Marie Messbauer
Sunday School: Deb Raymond

November 29 Worship Zoom Livestream 10:30am
First Sunday of Advent

Pastor: Rev. Angela Wells-Bean
Organist: Joe Stoddard, Jr.

Lay Leader: TBD

Music: Sarah Clark

Sunday School: Deb Raymond

December 6 Communion Sunday Zoom Livestream 10:30am
Second Sunday of Advent

Pastor: Rev. Angela Wells-Bean
Organist: Joe Stoddard, Jr.

Lay Leader: TBD

Music: TBD

Sunday School: Deb Raymond
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Montessori School M-F 8-6pm

NOVEMBER 2020

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:30a Worship/ ON-LINE
Communionand |6:30p AA ELECTION 1p C4Cin AUCTION
Stewardship 7:30p DAY Sewall Hall BEGINS!
on Zoom Trustees REMEMBER
Sunday School TO VOTE! 2-5p PHP
FOOD DRIVE
Drop off at
St. Mark’s
Church
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10:30a Worship 10a Favorite 6p Jeopardy
On Zoom 6:30pAA Bible Passage 1p C4Cin Tournament
Sunday School Sewall Hall
7P Deacons 7p ON-LINE
AUCTION
ZOOM PARTY
Auction
ENDS!
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:30a Worship 1p C4Cin DECEMBER
On Zoom 6:30p AA 7p PC Sewall Hall HILLTOP
Sunday School 7p Favorite ARTICLES
Bible Passage ARE DUE!
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:30a Worship Happy Church
On Zoom 6:30p AA Thanksgiving Office
Sunday School to All! Closed
2-5p TBD
In-Gathering Thanksgiving GIVE
Food Distribu- Interfaith THANKS!
tion at Worship
29 30
First Sunday
of Advent 6:30p AA
10:30a Worship
On Zoom

Sunday School
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uccC

6 Lexington Street
Burlington, MA 01803
Address Service Requested

NOVEMBER 2020
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