The United Church of Christ, Congregational
Burlington, MA

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

"We gather for worship, study, planning and mission to celebrate the life, teachings,
death and living presence of Jesus Christ which frees us to love boldly and to serve
gladly as God would want us to do.”

November 30, 2025 10:30am
% + * + * + * + * + *

By John Stuart

We believe God calls us to love unconditionally, following the example of Jesus
Christ.

Recognizing that all people are equal in the sight of God, we seek to be an
inclusive and respectful community for persons of every color, age, sexual orientation,
gender, ability and economic means.

In our calling to express the love and welcome of Christ, we affirm the dignity
and worth of every person, and declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming
congregation.

We strive to respond to the needs of our town and world with practical deeds
of love.

We welcome individuals and families of every configuration into the full life
and ministry of this church, and invite you to join us on our faith journey!

*Please rise in body or spirit.



Coming...

Musical Prelude Now Bless the God of Israel
Welcome & Announcements
*Morning Psalm - adapted from Psalm 122

One: I was glad when they said to me,

All: “Let us go to the house of the Lorb!”

One: My spirit soared when a voice spoke to me,

All: “*Come, come to the heart of love.”

One: I lay down my burdens as you whisper to me,

All: “Peace, peace to all who enter here.”

One: Our voices rise together in harmony,

All: “Here we are, gathered in the house of the LOrRD!"

Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope
(adapted from liturgy written by Women of Welcome)

Today marks the start of advent: the time we prepare our hearts for the coming
of Christ, God born into the world.

Jesus' birth meant that God walked beside us, with us. He entered the human
struggle of hunger, suffering, injustice, and crossing borders out of fear and
need. His own family fled to Egypt. Our God knows what it is like to be far from
home and live in a world that is full of hurt.

Jesus sends us out into the world carrying our small lights of hope, inviting us to
carry on his work of loving our neighbor as ourselves. We do not go alone. The
Spirit of God guides and enables us to shine the light of hope in dark places. And
we hold to hope that a day will come when there are no more nations and
borders and fleeing; when all God’s children are gathered together in God’s
kindom.

Until then, we are to bring that hope with us in all that we do.

As we light the candle of hope this day, let's remember the hope that compels so
many to leave their homes in search of a safe place. May we learn from them
how to battle huge odds in the belief that a better future is possible. And may
we walk alongside them toward building that better future here and now.

We light the candle of hope. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.



Red Wagon
Passing the Peace

*0Opening Hymn O How Shall I Receive You #102

Leflecting 8 PIraying...

Scripture Readings
Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LoRD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LorD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LorD!

Matthew 24:36-44

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. For as in the days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so,
too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will
be taken, and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one



will be taken, and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

Sermon Welcoming, Not Conquering Rev. Andrew Harris
Anthem The Little Moments by Greg Yoder performed by Liz and Chris Silva
Praying...

Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

*Song of Prayer O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #116 Versesl, 6 & 7
(Iffering...

Invitation to Offering

Offertory
*Doxology Lyrics adapted by William Abernethy; tune NCH #780

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done; Creator,
Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
*Blessing
Going...

*Closing Hymn Come Teach Us, Spirit of Our God #287

*Benediction

Postlude Keep Awake, Be Always Ready



CHURCH VISION STATEMNT
Adopted February 2017:
At the UCC Burlington, we cultivate a thriving environment, which empowers us to
embody the beloved, diverse community that Jesus modeled for us, proclaiming that a//
are welcome, all are loved. e celebrate our colonial roots as we change, adapt and
grow into who God is calling us to be. We respect the sanctity of each person’s spiritual
journey and we are blessed by the gifts that each person brings to the life of the
church. We join together in faithful service and advocacy with the ongoing hope that
we can make the world a better, more just, and peaceful place for everyone.

Join us each Sunday in Advent beginning December 7 at 10:20 for a Carol Sing before

each service. Choose carols from the Advent Songs booklet and check off or circle 2-3

of your favorites from the list provided in your pews and drop them in the basket near
the communion table before you go to coffee today.

Rev. Andrew Harris, Pastor
Aline Beck, Organist
Deb Raymond, Director of Christian Education
Bobbie Killilea, Administrative Assistant
Uccburlington.org / 781-272-4547



PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

Woody Knowles

Lucy Damiani

Carol Downing and Jan McSheffrey's
brother Charlie, cousin Mary/Husband

Donna DeSome’s sister Brenda and
brother-in-law Rick

Deana Tredeau'’s great niece Katie Wise

Ryan Clark’s co-workers

Rob Sears

Conrad Fong

Tom Killilea

Tonia Egan’s Mom and Dad

Bill Livezey

Kay Shute

Roberta Low

Laura Nowell's cousin Nigel, and
friend Mary

Debbie Claar's dear friends Victor
and Bob

Jan Blandino, her grandson Toby

David Knowles

Elaine Glancy

Ted Brierley

Andrew's friend Lorenzo

Bill Hitchcock and girlfriend Denise

Anna Karwan’s mom Irene and

gratitude
for her sister as caretaker

Skip Glancy and sister Dorothy

Karen Butler’s brother-in-law Lenny

Barbara Naddaff’s friend Mary

Shirley Fong’s Mom Mary

Julie Lewis’ cousin Alicia

Shirley Garside’s daughter Lynn

Jessy McNeil's sisters Grace and Joyce

Kelly Sievert

Ginger Mungillo, daughter Cindy, son

Jim

Barbara Garland

Families in need of food and assistance

Today’s altar flowers were donated
by Nancy Davis to welcome the
season of Advent

Worship Participation Today
First Sunday in Advent 10:30am

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Harris
Lay Leader: Sally Willard

Head Usher: Dave McNeil
Usher: Chris Stahlinski
Greeter:

Flowers: Nancy Davis
Collector: Lucy Damiani
Nursery: Kritika Agarwala

Sunday School: Deb Raymond
Donna Ferro

Coffee Host: Marge Zamanian
Jan McScheffrey
Baker/Snack: Marge Zamanian

Barbara Leonard

Second Sunday in Advent
December 7 Communion 10:20a

Communion Prep: Chris Stahlinski

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Harris
Organist: Aline Beck

Lay Leader: Marcia Rich

Head Usher: Dave McNeil
Usher: Carol Downing
Greeter: Jan McScheffrey
Flowers:

Collector: Dick Butler
Nursery: Kritika Agarwala

Sunday School: Deb Raymond
Donna Ferro

Coffee Host: Deana Tredeau
Deb Glancy
Baker/Snack: Lucy Damiani

Donna Flecchia



Bible Study

Every Wednesday 2-3pm In-person and
on Zoom. All are welcome to join us for
our weekly Bible Study as we

explore scripture and listen for God's
word of good news in our lives.

Join us December 3, 10, 17
Zoom link:

https:/ /us06web.zoom.us/j/84363
847241

CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE

We will be gathering for creativity and
conversation on Thursdays 1 to 3 in the
conference room. You can join us via
Zoom using the following information.

https://zoom.us/j/93567188274?

pwd=TVI3L2xDODFxeUVSMOdWRnN
Fhell3dz09

Meeting ID: 935 6718 8274
Passcode: 01803

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
335 CAMBRIDGE STEET,
BURLINGTON
DECEMBER 3 5:30pm

e

COMMUNITY DINNER

Due to the holidays, the Presbyterian
Church decided to combine November
and December into one dinner on
December 3rd at 5:30pm.

This is FREE for all!

POINSETTIAS FOR OUR
' CHRISTMAS SERVICES
If you would like to purchase a plant for
our Christmas Services, plants are $12.
Forms are in your December Hilltop and
at coffee hour.

If you would like to take your plant
(after Christmas) or donate one to be
delivered by our Deacons to those who
have been on our prayer list, please
indicate that on the form. You can
make payment out to UCC and add
Poinsettia on the memo line. Return to
the church office please.

Deadline for ordering is Sunday,
December 14th.

CHRISTMAS TREE FUNDRAISER

3

This year, the lot will be open on
weekday evenings from 4-7 PM and
weekends from 12—6 PM. We could use
a few more volunteers to help staff the
lot - thank you in advance for lending
your time and spirit! In addition to
beautiful trees, we'll be offering fresh
wreaths and handmade ornaments
throughout the sale.

Here is the link to volunteer at the Tree
sales and Mistletoe Market:

https:/ /evite.me/mHBhg5ndUA



SUNDAY SCHOOL EVENTS

12/14/25 Advent Sunday of Joy—
Sunday School will stay in worship. The
Sunday School will lead the entire
congregation in making a craft during
the service. They will give directions and
demonstrate how to make the craft.

YOUTH GROUP-Grades 7-12

Sunday December 14th we will meet
from 5-6:30 at The Hancock Church

This will be a challenge between UCC
and Hancock to make the most amazing
gingerbread house.

Come to this celebration and show your
creative talents. Please let Deb know if
you will attend C:857-373-9157

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CAROLING
DECEMBER 215" AFTER WORSHIP

Come all! This is a beloved event where
we feel warmth and love we pass along
to people in Burlington.

There will be a lunch of pizza provided
by the CE Committee right after
worship. We then head out at 12:15pm
to carol around town. We will be joined
by our friends from The Presbyterian
Church. We are out caroling 1 -1 2
hours. All are welcome to join us.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
If you can volunteer to be Lay Leader,
Head Usher, Usher, Greeter,
Coffee Host or Nursery, Bakers.

Here is the link:

https: //signup.com/client/ invitati
on2/secure/567269842043/false?
popup=true# /invitation




O How Shall I Receive You

Paul Gerhardt, 1653
Transl. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, and others; alt.
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As a German Lutheran pastor serving during the Thirty Years’
War, Paul Gerhardt's trials were legion. In the midst of it all, he
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composed more than a hundred hymns, among them some of the
finest and most beloved in Christian hymnody.
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Melchior Teschner, 1615



ADVENT
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Isa. 11:1-12; Exod. 19-20:17

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710
Based on ancient antiphons from Advent Vespers
Transl. John Mason Neale, 1851, and others; alt.
St. 2, 7, transl. Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916; alt.
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Tune: VENIEMMANUEL L.M. with refrain
Melody from a 15th-century French “Processional”
Arr. Thomas Helmore, 1854

In the medieval Western church, seven “Great O” antiphons,
the basis for this hymn, were sung consecutively on the
seven days before Christmas, ending with what appears
above as the first stanza.
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our spir-its by your ad-vent here; all peo-ples in one heart and mind;
Love stir with-in the womb of night, Make en-vy, strife, and quar-rels cease;
and death’s own shad-ows put to flight. fill the whole world with heav-en’s peace.

(Refrain) (Refrain)



HYMNS OF THE SPIRIT
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Come, Teach Us, Spirit of Our God

Shirley Erena Murray, 1990
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