The United Church of Christ, Congregational
Burlington, MA
COMMUNON SUNDAY

“We gather for worship, study, planning and mission to celebrate the life, teachings,
death and living presence of Jesus Christ which frees us to love boldly and to serve
gladly as God would want us to do.”

February 1, 2026 10:30am
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By John Stuart

We believe God calls us to love unconditionally, following the example of Jesus
Christ.

Recognizing that all people are equal in the sight of God, we seek to be an
inclusive and respectful community for persons of every color, age, sexual orientation,
gender, ability and economic means.

In our calling to express the love and welcome of Christ, we affirm the dignity
and worth of every person, and declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming
congregation.

We strive to respond to the needs of our town and world with practical deeds
of love.

We welcome individuals and families of every configuration into the full life
and ministry of this church, and invite you to join us on our faith journey!



Coming...

Musical Prelude LaFolia-Pasquini Aline Beck

Welcome & Announcements

Z.!mising S [earning...

*Morning Psalm - Inspired by Psalm 15

One: O Lorp, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?
All: Those who walk blamelessly and do what is right
One: Those who speak the truth from their heart;
All: Those who do not slander with their tongue
One: Those who do no evil to their friends,
All: Those who do not heap shame upon their neighbors;
One: Those in in whose eyes the wicked are despised
All: but who honor those who fear the LORD;
One: who stand by their oath even to their hurt.
All: Those who do these things shall never be moved.

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Passing the Peace

*Opening Hymn Let Justice Flow Like Streams NCH #588

Reflecting 8~ PIraying...

Scripture Readings

Micah 6:1-8

Hear what the LORD says:

Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;

for the LorD has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

*Please rise in body or spirit.



“*O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of bondage;
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,
and what Balaam the son of Be’or answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lorp.”

“With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

Will the LorD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my first-born for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
He has showed you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LorD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. And he began to speak and taught them,
saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.



“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

Sermon Do Justice, Love Kindness, Walk Humbly Rev. Andrew Harris
Anthem  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart NCH #290 Aline Beck, Solo
ffering...

Invitation to Offering
Offertory Andantino-Wesley Aline Beck
*Doxology Lyrics adapted by William Abernethy; tune NCH #780

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done; Creator,
Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

Blessing
Communion

Invitation to the Table

One: We remember that this is God’s table, and so we say, come from the
north and come from the south, come from the east and come from
the west. Come regardless of age or race or sex or creed or
orientation or identity.

All: We come not because we must, but because we may. We
come seeking mercy, forgiveness, healing, and peace.

One: Come one and all. The table of Christ is prepared for you.

Communion Hymn Here O My Lord, I See You Face to Face NCH #336 vs 1-3



Prayer of Confession

One: On this Sabbath day of Holy Communion, we open our hearts to God,
we lay bare our vulnerabilities, we lift up our penitent confessions, and we
seek God’s abundant mercy. Holy One, when we forget your presence in
our lives,

All: God forgive us.

One: When we serve our own self-interest instead of serving you and your
people,

All: God forgive us.

One: When we are overcome with fear, worry, anger, and resentment,
All: God forgive us.

One: When our disappointment clouds our wisdom and confuses our
actions,

All: God forgive us.

One: When we are unfaithful to our covenant with you and one another,
All: God forgive us.

One: When we have not loved you with our whole heart,

All: God forgive us.

One: Let us pray...

Assurance of Pardon

All: Forgiving and gracious God, you know me. You know
everything about me. You know me better than I know myself.
You know all the good and bad that I have done. You see me in
my brokenness and my weakness. You see me in my strength and
beauty. You see me as I am: a beloved child of God.

One: Merciful God, Your grace is sufficient for all our needs, covering all
our sins. May we accept in our hearts that there is more forgiveness in You
than there is sin in us. In the light of Christ, and in communion with one
another, we surrender to your mercy and give thanks for your word of
forgiveness. Lord, hear our prayer.

Prayer of Consecration

One: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, as you gather us all in
this place. May the broken bread become our healing and the cup of grace
our fullness that we might empty ourselves to become a blessing to those
who long for peace and reconciliation in their lives.

All: Come, Holy Spirit Come, be with us in all of our eating and
drinking together. Amen



Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Going...

*Closing Hymn Lead On Eternal Sovereign NCH #521
Benediction
Postlude Goforth in Faith-Paxton Aline Beck
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CHURCH VISION STATEMNT
Adopted February 2017:

At the UCC Burlington, we cultivate a thriving environment, which empowers us to
embody the beloved, diverse community that Jesus modeled for us, proclaiming that
all are welcome, all are loved. We celebrate our colonial roots as we change,
adapt and grow into who God is calling us to be. We respect the sanctity of each
person’s spiritual journey and we are blessed by the gifts that each person brings to
the life of the church. We join together in faithful service and advocacy with the
ongoing hope that we can make the world a better, more just, and peaceful place for
everyone.

Rev. Andrew Harris, Pastor
Aline Beck, Organist
Deb Raymond, Director of Christian Education
Bobbie Killilea, Administrative Assistant
Uccburlington.org
781-272-4547



PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

Joyce Carpenter’s sister Helen, nieces

Breanna and MaryJane
and brother-in-law Ken

Bobbie Killilea

Laura Nowell’s friend Mary

Woody Knowles

Carol Downing and Jan McSheffrey's
brother Charlie

Donna DeSome's sister Brenda and
brother-in-law Rick

Deana Tredeau'’s great niece Katie Wise

Ryan Clark’s co-workers

Conrad Fong

Tom Killilea

Tonia Egan’s Mom and Dad

Bill Livezey

Kay Shute

Roberta Low

Debbie Claar's dear friends Victor
and Bob

Jan Blandino, her grandson Toby

David Knowles

Elaine Glancy

Ted Brierley

Andrew's friend Lorenzo

Bill Hitchcock

Anna Karwan'’s mom Irene and gratitude
for her sister as caretaker

Skip Glancy and sister Dorothy

Karen Butler’s brother-in-law Lenny

Barbara Naddaff's friend Mary

Shirley Fong’s Mom Mary

Julie Lewis’ cousin Alicia

Shirley Garside’s daughter Lynn

Jessy McNeil's sisters Grace and Joyce

Kelly Sievert

Ginger Mungillo, daughter Cindy,

son Jim

Barbara Garland

Aline Beck donated today’s altar flowers
in memory of husband Al.

Worship Participation-February 15
Communion Sunday

Communion: Chris Stahlinski
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Harris
Organist: Aline Beck

Lay Leader: Lucy Damiani

Head Usher: Dave McNeil
Usher:

Greeter: Jan McSheffrey
Flowers: Aline Beck
Collector: Deb Raymond
Nursery: Kritika Agarwala

Sunday School: Deb Raymond
Donna Ferro

Coffee Host: Donna Flecchia

Potluck Luncheon:The Congregation

ANNUAL MEETING/LUNCHEON
TO BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 8TH
AFTER WORSHIP
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REPORTS NEED TO BE IN THE
CHURCH OFFICE BY JANUARY
26TH!

If you can make a food item for the
luncheon there is a signup sheet at
coffee hour.




NAME TAGS

To help create a welcoming
atmosphere, we ask that you wear your
name tag. If you don't have one, please
let Bobbie know.

Join CE for Sledding this afternoon over
at Simonds Park. Meet at 1:30pm.
Enjoy some hot cocoa.

Bible Study - Every Wednesday,
2-3pm

We will begin a new Bible Study session
on Revelation. No, not the Book

of Revelation (although we will touch on
that), but the concept of revelation.
Scripture tells many stories of the ways
in which God reveals truth to mortals. In
the United Church of Christ, our motto is
"God is still speaking." As we

explore revelation, we'll explore
questions like, "How does God speak to
us?" and "What does God say?" All are
welcome!

Here are the scheduled readings for
Bible Study:

« 2/4 - Daniel Ch. 8

« 2/11 - Book of Revelation
Follow this link if you'd like to join on
Zoom:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89076641525



Let Justice Flow like Streams

Jane Parker Huber, 1984

588

Amos 5:14-15, 24; 7:7-8

Let jus-tice flow like streams
Let righ-teous-ness roil on
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En - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life,
An ev-er - flow - ing stream of faith trans - lat - ed in - to deed.
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This is one of two hymns Jane Parker Huber wrote for special
events emphasizing economic justice for women at the time of
the reunification of two Presbyterian denominations in 1983. The
text’s brevity underscores the urgency of Amos’ pronouncements
against injustice.
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Tune: ST. THOMAS S.M.
Aaron Williams’ New Universal Psalmodist, 1770



HOLY COMMUNION

336

Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face

Horatius Bonar, 1855; alt.
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1 Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face;
2 Here would I feed up - on the bread of God,
3 This is the hour of ban - quet and of song;
4 Too soon we rise; the sym - bols dis - ap - pear;
5 We have no help but yours, nor do we need
| ,_qL
[ o ik
>4 — R
| I ' f I
[a) | | . . | |
A g - — = ﬁil
) I o o6
) ¥ r\__./| -
here would 1 touch and han - dle things un - seen;
here share the cup, the gra - cious gift of  heaven;
this is the heaven - ly ta - ble spread a - new;
the meal, but not your love, is past and gone.
an - oth - er  strength than yours to lean up - on
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Here grasp with firm - er hand thee - ter - nal grace,
Here would I lay a - side each earth - ly load,
Here let me feast, and, feast - ing, still pro - long
This joy - ful feast con - firms that you are here,
It is e - nough, O Lord, e - nough in - deed;
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And all my wea - Tl - ness up - on you lean.
here taste a - fresh the calm of sin for - given.
the brief, bright hour to - geth - er here with you,
now and for - ev - er, as our shield and sun.
our faith s in  your might, your might a - lone.
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Horatius Bonar, a founder of the Free Church of Scotland and Tune: MORECAMBE 10.10.10.10.

author of 600 hymns, wrote this hymn at his brother’s request. It
was first printed in a leaflet for the author’s church, St. Andrew'’s

Free Church in Greenock, Scotland.

Frederick C. Atkinson, 1870
Alternate tune: LANGRAN



PRAYER

521

Rom. 8:26-27; Eph. 5:18-20

In Solitude

Ruth Duck, 1983
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1 In sol - i-tude, in sol - i - tude, I come to God in prayer.
2 When-e’er the world is troub-ling me, and stress is all a - round,
3 In sea - sons of per-plex - i - ty, in times of deep de - spair,
4 And when my heart bur-dened down with cares for those I  love,
5 With psalms and hymns and songs of praise be - fore my God I'll come,
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In si - lenceand sim-plic - i-ty, my spir - it blos-soms there.
I seek the pres - ence of my God, and heal - ing light is  found.
I light a can - dle in the nightand tum to God in prayer.
too deep for words, with groans and sighs, de - scends the ho - ly dove.
till death it - self is past and gone,and I ar-rive at  home.
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Ruth Duck has commented that “these words were inspired by a Tune: LAND OF REST CM.

pentatonic melody which came to me as I taught myself to play

the mandolin.” They are an expression of her “deep-rooted

southern spirituality.”

Words Copyright © 1985 by G.1.A. Publications, Inc.

Traditional United States melody

Harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan, 1938



