The United Church of Christ, Congregational
Burlington, MA

EPHIPHANY

"We gather for worship, study, planning and mission to celebrate the life, teachings,
death and living presence of Jesus Christ which frees us to love boldly and to serve
gladly as God would want us to do.”

January 11, 2026 10:30am
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We believe God calls us to love unconditionally, following the example of Jesus
Christ.

Recognizing that all people are equal in the sight of God, we seek to be an
inclusive and respectful community for persons of every color, age, sexual orientation,
gender, ability and economic means.

In our calling to express the love and welcome of Christ, we affirm the dignity
and worth of every person, and declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming
congregation.

We strive to respond to the needs of our town and world with practical deeds
of love.

We welcome individuals and families of every configuration into the full life
and ministry of this church, and invite you to join us on our faith journey!

*Please rise in body or spirit.



Gathering....

Musical Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
*Morning Psalm - Inspired by Psalm 29

One: The voice of the Lord is over the waters;

All: The God of glory thunders.

One: The voice of the Lord is powerful;

All: The voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

One: The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
All: The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness.
One: May the Lorp give strength to his people!

All: May the Lorp bless his people with peace!

Passing the Peace

*Opening Hymn As with Gladness Those of Old NCH #159
Leflecting...

Scripture Readings
Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness
is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him
on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he
is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”



Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us
in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had
been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were
opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on
him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.”

Our Sermon The Voice from Heaven Rev. Andrew Harris

Anthem Light of the World (Sing Hallelujah) by We the Kingdom

Sung by Mark Omobono
Preaying...

Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
*Song of Prayer We Yearn, O Christ, for Wholeness NCH #179

(ffering...

Invitation of Offering

Offertory and Love Offering

*Doxology Lyrics adapted by William Abernethy; tune NCH #780
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done; Creator,
Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
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*Closing Hymn Arise, Your Light Is Come NCH #164
*Benediction
Postlude
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CHURCH VISION STATEMNT
Adopted February 2017:
At the UCC Burlington, we cultivate a thriving environment, which empowers us to
embody the beloved, diverse community that Jesus modeled for us, proclaiming that all
are welcome, all are loved. e celebrate our colonial roots as we change, adapt and
grow into who God is calling us to be. We respect the sanctity of each person'’s spiritual
journey and we are blessed by the gifts that each person brings to the life of the
church. We join together in faithful service and advocacy with the ongoing hope that
we can make the world a better, more just, and peaceful place for everyone.

Rev. Andrew Harris, Pastor
Aline Beck, Organist
Deb Raymond, Director of Christian Education
Bobbie Killilea, Administrative Assistant
Uccburlington.org / 781-272-4547



PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

Amelia Lewis

Cindy Brown

Woody Knowles

Carol Downing and Jan McSheffrey's
brother Charlie

Donna DeSome’s sister Brenda and
brother-in-law Rick

Deana Tredeau'’s great niece Katie Wise

Ryan Clark’s co-workers

Rob Sears

Conrad Fong

Tom Killilea

Tonia Egan’s Mom and Dad

Bill Livezey

Kay Shute

Roberta Low

Debbie Claar's dear friends Victor
and Bob

Jan Blandino, her grandson Toby

David Knowles

Elaine Glancy

Ted Brierley

Andrew's friend Lorenzo

Bill Hitchcock

Anna Karwan’s mom Irene and gratitude
for her sister as caretaker

Skip Glancy and sister Dorothy

Karen Butler’s brother-in-law Lenny

Barbara Naddaff’s friend Mary

Shirley Fong’s Mom Mary

Julie Lewis’ cousin Alicia

Shirley Garside’s daughter Lynn

Jessy McNeil's sisters Grace and Joyce

Kelly Sievert

Ginger Mungillo, daughter Cindy,

son Jim

Barbara Garland

Mother Earth

Lucy Damiani donated today's altar

flowers in memory of husband, Rollie.

Worship Participation

January 11, 2026 Worship-Love

Offering
Pastor:

Organist:

Lay Leader:
Head Usher:
Usher:
Greeter:
Collector:
Flowers:
Nursery:
Sunday School:

Coffee Host:
Bakers:

Rev. Andrew Harris
Aline Beck
Chris Stahlinski

Kari Lynch

Jan McSheffrey
Lucy Damiani
Lucy Damiani
Kritika Agarwala
Deb Raymond
Donna Ferro
Deb Raymond
Deb Raymond

January 18, 2026 Worship

Pastor:
Organist:

Lay Leader:
Head Usher:
Usher:
Greeter:
Flowers:
Collector:
Nursery:
Sunday School:

Coffee Host:
Baker/Snack:

Rev. Andrew Harris
Aline Beck

Sally Willard
Chris Stahlinski
Jan Costa
Marcia Rich
Bobbie Killilea
Dick Butler
Kritika Agarwala
Deb Raymond
Donna Ferro
Donna Flecchia
Donna Flecchia
Marcia Rich



ANNUAL MEETING/LUNCHEON
TO BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 8TH
AFTER WORSHIP

REPORTS NEED TO BE IN THE
CHURCH OFFICE BY
JANUARY 26TH!

INTERGENERATIONAL EVENT
JOIN US! o

On January 25th

1:30 Sledding at Simonds Park
Bring your sledding equipment, dress
warm, and down the hill you go! Meet
at Simonds Park at the top of the hill.
CE will provide hot chocolate at the top
of the hill. We will be joined by our
Presbyterian friends. If it is raining or
snowing hard, this event will be
cancelled.

C4C CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE

C4C meets every Thursday at 1pm in
the conference room. You can also join
us on Zoom at:

https://zoom.us/j/93567188274?

pwd=TVI3L2xDODFxeUVSMOdWRn
FhelI3dz09

Meeting ID: 935 6718 8274
Passcode: 01803

C4C has been asked if the Church can
use any silk flowers. A family member is
cleaning out their craft supplies. If you
can use the flowers, please let Susan
Eby know.

Bible Study Every Wednesday,
2-3pm

We'll begin a new Bible Study session on
Revelation. No, not the Book of
Revelation (although we will touch on
that), but the concept of revelation.
Scripture tells many stories of the ways
in which God reveals truth to mortals. In
the United Church of Christ, our motto is
"God is still speaking." As we explore
revelation, we'll explore questions like,
"How does God speak to us?" and
"What does God say?" All are welcome!

Follow this link if you'd like to join on
Zoom:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89076
641525

GREEN TEAM — FREE LIBRARY!

The Green Team invites you to check
out the Free Library on the front lawn of
the church near the parking lot. This
little library was a result of our reading,
“The Serviceberry” by Robin Wall
Kimmerer this past year. In her book
she talks about gift economies and
mentions free libraries, and so we
thought this is something we could do.
Thanks to Nancy Todd, Anna Karwan
and Donna DeSimone for putting it
together, painting it and installing it.



As with Gladness Those of Old - 159

William C. Dix, 1861; alt. Matt. 2:1-12
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1 As with glad-ness those of old did the guid-ing star be -hold;
2 As with joy-ful steps they sped to that low-ly  man-ger bed,
3 As they of-fered gifts most rare at that man-ger plain and bare,
4 Ho - ly Je - sus, ev-ery day keep us in the nar-row way;
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As with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;
There to  bend the knee be - fore One whom heaven and earth a - dore;
So may we with ho -1ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
And whenmor-tal thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
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So, true Morn-ing  Star, may we ev - er-more your splen-dor see.
So may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek your mer-cy seat.

Al our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ,to you from whom they spring.
Where they need no star  to guide, where no clouds your glo - ry  hide.
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After reading the Epiphany gospel, William C. Dix penned this Tune: DIX 7.7.7.7.7.7.
hymn. Dix, the manager of a marine insurance company, was Conrad Kocher, 1838
also a gifred hymnwriter. Among his many fine contributions Adapt. William H. Monk, 1861

is “What Child Is This.”



We Yearn, O Christ, for Wholeness

Dosia Carlson, 1986; rev. 1993
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1 We yearn, O Christ, for ~ whole - ness and for your heal-ing  touch;
2 We long to have com - pan - ions who trav - el by our side,
3 We needyour liv - ing pres - ence, O Christ of Gal -1 - lee,
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too long have we felt help - less; our bur - dens seemed too  much.
strong friends to call and an - swer with whom we  are al - lied;
a  pres-ence that re - vives us and sets our  Spir - its free.
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For - get-ting all pre - tens - es we makeour plead-ings  heard,
As we lift up each oth - er when strug-gles lay us low,
No long-er are we fear - ful, your love per - vades each  place.
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in hopeand ex - pec - ta - tion a - wait your gra-cious Word.
com-mu-ni -ty de - vel - ops;our faith and car-ing  grow.
Em - pow-er us with cour - age to  claim yourheal-ing  grace.
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Dosia Carlson is noted for her ministry at Beatitudes United
Church of Christ in Phoenix, Arizona, and for her hymnwriting.
This text was inspired by a sermon given by Harold Wilke
during the International Year of Persons with Disabilities (1983).

Tune:

PASSION CHORALE 7.6.7.6.D.

Hans Leo Hassler, 1601
Harm. J. S. Bach, 1719

For another harmonization, see 202
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Isa. 60:1; 61:1-2; Luke 4:14-21
a)

Arise, Your Light Is Come

Ruth Duck, 1973
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This hymn was first published by the Ecumenical Women’s
Center of Chicago in the 1974 collection of hymn adaptations,
Because We Are One People. Ruth Duck later included it in

her own collection, Dancing in the Universe.

Words Copyright © 1992 by G.1.A. Publications, Inc.

1 A - rise, your light is come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A - rise, your light is come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;
3 A - rise, your light is come! All you in sor-row born,
4 A - rise, your light is come! The moun-tains burst in song!
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Show forth the glo-ry of your God which shines on you to - day!
Pro - claim the cap-tive’s lib-er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
Bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing; God’s power will make us strong.
= et : I ! ] th:lb—rb ‘lb_'ur i ir 2
. —— i | ——— '
Tune: FESTAL SONG S.M.

William Walter, 1872



